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OF THE 



State Superintendent of Free Schools. 



State op West Virginia, 

Department of Free Schools, 
Charleston, Dec. 26, 1888/ 

To His Excellency^ E. W. Wilson, 

Oovernor of West Virginia. 
Sir:— 

In compliance with the requirements of law, I have the honor 
herewith to transmit to you the twenty- fourth and twenty-fifth 
annual reports of this office, being my biennial report for the 
years ending June 30th, 1887, and June 30th, 1888, respectively. 

The statistical tables accompanying this report will show the 
financial condition and expenditures, and all important facts con- 
nected with the operation of the Free School System. 

The summaries and comparisons immediately following the 
written report exhibit a condition of steady growth, prosperity 
and increased interest in the Free Schools, and also show that the 
past two years have been characterized by a public sentiment 
favoring a higher efficiency and a broader work for the public 
school system. 

The enumeration of youth for 1887, between the ages of six and 
twenty one was 249,178 ; between six and sixteen, 184,601 ; be- 
tween sixteen and twenty-one, 64,577. The enumeration for 1888 
between the ages of six and twenty-one was 266,360 ; between six 
and sixteen, 189,435 ; between sixteen and twenty-one, 66,925. 
The increase of 1888 over 1887, between six and twenty- one, was 
7,182 ; increase between six and sixteen was 4,834 ; increase be- 
tween sixteen and twenty-one was 2,148. 
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The number enrolled in the Free Schools for 1887, between the 
ages of six and twenty-one was 179,507 ; between the ages of six 
and sixteen was 160,193; between sixteen and twenty-one was 
19,314 ; for 1888 the enrollment between the ages of six and twen- 
ty-one was 189,251 ; between the ages of six and sixteen was 
165,504; between sixteen and twenty-one, 24,747. Increase of 
1888 over 1887 between the ages of six and twenty-one was 9,744; 
between six and sixteen was 4,311 ; between sixteen and twenty 
one was 5,433. 

The average daily attendance for 1887 between six and twenty- 
one was 108,293. 

The average daily attendance for 1883 between the ages of six 
and twenty one was 122,020. 

The increase of average daily attendance of 1888 over 1887, 
between the ages of six and twenty one was 13,727. 

The per centum of average daily attendance between the ages of 
fiix and twenty- one for 1887, based on the enumeration, was forty- 
four; for 18S8, forty -eight. 

Based on enrollment, the per centum of average daily attendance 
for 1887 was sixty ; for 1888, it was sixty four. 

The per centum of enrollment between six and sixteen, based 
on enumeration for 1887, was eighty-seven, for 1888 it was 
eighty-six. Between sixteen and twenty-one for 1887 it was 
thirty ; for 1888 it was thirty-seven. Between six and twenty- 
one for 1887 it was seventy-two ; for 1888 it was seventy-six. 

The whole number of schools of all grades for 1887 was 4,6D3 ; 
for 1888, was 4,819 ; increase 216. 

The number of school houses in 1887, was 4,465 ; in 1888, 4,567 ; 
increase of 1888 over 1887, 102. 

The whole number of teachers employed in 1887 was 5,039 ; in 
1888, 5,238; increase of 1888 over 1887, was 149. 

*The average length of school teroi throughout the State for 
1887 was four months and nineteen days ; for 1888 it was five 
months and two days. 

The average salary per month paid teachers holding number 
one certificates for 1887 was $31.52; for 1888 it was $33.00, an in- 
crease of $1.48 per month. The same salary was paid males and 
females for the same grade of work. 

In 1887, $1,037,674.70 were expended in carrying forward the 
public school work in this State; in 1888, $1,240,649.91. 

Of these amounts $339,421.87 in 1888 and $377,327.38 in 1887 
were disbursed from the distributable school fand, leaving 
$863,3*22.53 and $698,252.93 as the amounts disbursed from 
local levies respectively for each of these years. 

THE SCHOOL LAW, 

In my report for the years 1885 and 1886, 1 called your atten- 
tion to certain sections of the school law which, in my judgment, 

«rhe school month for 18S7 consisted of twenty-two days ; for 1888 of twenty days. 
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experience and practical operation of the school law, required to 
be amended. Owing to the very large number of bills introduced 
at the last session of the Legislature, it was almost impossible to 
secure action on many of the matters suggested. I will therefore 
restate the most important changes recommended together with 
such further suggestions as experience has indicated to be neces- 
sary. 

PROMPT PAYMENT OF TEACHERS^ WAGEgf^ 

The prompt and regular payment of teachers' wages is an in- 
ducement to qualified teacheis to enter and remain in the work 
of teaching, and any failure in prompt payment causes discour- 
agement and discontent and drives the teacher out of the school 
room. It is therefore good policy on the part of the State to see 
that the teacher is paid regularly and promptly. The man or wo- 
man who works for the public should at least receive as favorable 
treatment as a day laborer. The school law intends to treat the 
teacher fairly, and requires that "teachers should be paid month- 
ly," but the practical working of the law shows that they are not 
paid monthly, but they must wait months before receiving their 
pay, or are compelled to discount their order on the sheriflF, and in 
many caceF, very heavily. The only remedy given the teacher 
for this lailure on the part of the sheriff is a suit before a Justice 
or before the Circuit Court. This is an unpleasant remedy, and 
especially so for the large number of female teachers. 

The school law does not intend that there shall be any delay in 
payine the teacher's wages. ''The General School Fund," a gen- 
eral tax of ten cents on the hundred dollars, collected a year in 
advance and applied only in the payment of teachersV salaries, 
amounts to enough to pay one- half the salaries of all the teachers 
in the State. One-half of this fund is available for this purpose 
the 15th of September of the year in which it is to be used, and 
the other half the 15th of December. If this fund were propeily 
drawn and used for the payment of teachers' wages, it would, ia 
almost every county, be amply sufficient to meet all demanda 
made upon the sheriff for this purpose until the local revenuea 
were due and collected. 

The teachers' order for salary is not placed on equal footing 
with an order on the county treasury, which the sheriff is requir- 
ed "to endorse thereon or write across the face thereof, 'presented 
for payment' with the proper date, and sign the same ; and the 
order, if it was due at the time of presentment, shall in such case 
be payable with legal interest from the said date." The sheriff 
should also be required to endorse the teachers' order, but the 
rate of interest should be greater and payable out of the sheriff's 
commissions. The complaints of the failure to be paid as the 
law directs are of long standing, and Sec. 46 should be so amend- 
ed as to secure the fulfilment of the intention of the law, by the 
imposition of proper penalties. 
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sheriff's commission. 

The apparent conflict between section 52, chapter 45, of the 
Code, and section 8, chapter 49, has caused considerable confu- 
sion and trouble between sheriffs and boards of education. Sec- 
tion 52 reads : "Every sheriff or collector shall be allowed three 
per centum commission on the collection of all district levies for 
free school purposes," while section 8, chapter 49, reads: ''Every 
sheriff shall be allowed a commission of five per cent, on the amount 
of district levies with which he is chargeable, subject to the de- 
duction mentioned in section 6, chapter 30, of the Code, to the 
prompt tax-payer; but a proviso to this section declares that, 
** said discount of two and a-half per cent, shall not be deducted 
from the commission of the said sheriff or collector on State 
school, district school and building tax." If the words "district 
levies " in section 8 includes " levies for free school purposes," 
then this section conflicts with section 52, chapter 45, and the 
law should be so amended as to remove any misunderstanding; 
but if there is no conflict, and both are enforced, the sheriff will 
receive for his commission on district school levies paid on the 
appointed day for discount one-half per cent, more than on other 
district levies. I recommend that ^hese sections be so changed as 
to fix the sheriff's commission on district school levies the same 
as for all other district levies. 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR UNGRADED SCHOOLS. 

Section 2, Chapter 45 of the Code declares that, "In the pri- 
mary schools there shall be taught orthography, reading, pen- 
manship, arithmetic, English grammar, history, geography and 
such other branches as the boards of education may direct," and 
Chapter 3, Acts of 1887, has provided "that the nature of alco- 
holic drinks and narcotics, and special instruction as to their 
effects upon the human system in connection with the several 
divisions of physiology and hygiene, shall be included in the 
branches of study taught in the common or public schools, and 
shall be taught as thoroughly and in the same manner as other 
like required branches are in said schools." 

It will be seen that the law does no more than name the 
branches that shall be taught, and makes no provision through 
any of the school officers either State, county or district, for the 
arrangement of these branches in a properly graded course 
prescribing the order in which each branch shall be taken up, 
or the attention that shall be given to the several branches 
respectively. There is also no provision of law requiring any 
classification or grading of the work done in the sub- district 
schools, and the teachers of these schools in which the largest 
number of children are taught, may make only such classifica- 
tion or grading as is agreeable to the teacher. Neither is there 
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any provision of law requiring the preservation of such a classifi- 
cation. 

A new organization, grading and classification, therefore, takes 
place each year and with every change of teacher, so that there 
is the greatest difficulty in securing anything like continuous 
progress in these schools. In view of the vast interests commit- 
ted to the ungraded schools, and the large expenditure of money, 
it is certainly wise to inquire whether these schools cannot b e 
rendered more efficient by requiring so far as may be feasible 
that this work shall be done in accordance with a graded system or 
course of studies. Having given this matter much consideration, 
and having investigated the operation of graded courses where 
tried in other States, I am convinced that a course of study care- 
fully arranged and adapted to the condition of this class of our 
schools and enforced throughout the State must conduce to the 
greater efficiency of the public school system in many ways. Such 
a course of study, partaking somewhat of the character of a 
manual, would serve a valuable purpose as a guide to the teacher 
and especially to the young teacher ; it will encourage the pupil 
by preventing a great deal of useless repetition and aid in secur- 
ing more regular attendance ; it will aid the county superinten- 
dent in the work of supervision and bring his influence more 
directly in connection with each school and therefore make his 
work more eflfective ; it will give the ungraded schools a higher 
and closer organization and therefore give the entire system 
greater strength. 

I recommend that Sec. 2 of the school law be so amended that 
the State Board of Examiners, under the direction of the State 
Superintendent, be required to prepare a manual and graded 
course of study for ungraded schools which shall be printed and 
distributed by this department. In recommending the prepara- 
tion of this course of study, I am not urging an untried experi- 
ment. I believe West Virginia has the honor of first suggesting 
and demonstrating the practicability of grading country schools. 
Alexander L. Wade, County Superintendent of Monongalia 
county, as early as 1876 attempted the grading of the schools of 
the county and secured very gratifying results. Since that time 
several counties in this State have published courses of study, 
and considering that the adoption of such a course of study under 
the circumstances was wholly voluntary upon the part of the 
teacher, and taking into consideration the many obstacles that 
would be thrown in the way of the success of an experiment 
requiring much extra attention and labor, fairly encouraging 
results have been secured in every case. 

The idea of impressing upon the country schools more system- 
atic work has grown in populnrity very rapidly. Fully one- 
fourth of the States in the United States are now endeavoring to 
carry into eflFect a course of study for their ungraded schools. 

Hon. Charles D. Hine, Secretary of State Board of Education of 
Connecticut, writes : 
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A course of stady for ungraded schools is desirable. It implies a beginning and an 
end of the common school course. I send you one which was prepared for trial in this 
State and has been used by many schools. It is very imperfect and is no longer circu- 
lated, but a new one will soon be ready. 

There are serious difficulties in imposing a course of study upon small and irregrular 
schools. One thing is essential to the success of any attempt, viz f that some one be 
charged by law with the keeping of the record of advancement and organization of 
classes. 

Hon. J. B. Thayer, Sup't of Public Instruction, of Wisconsin, 
writes : 

We have found that a course of study for ungraded schools, carefully elaborated, is 
exceedingly helpful, especially to inexperienced teachers, in guiding and holding to 
the essential things, in eliminating much unprofitable and repetitious work, in pro- 
moting deflniteness of aim and plan, in inducing systematic and progressive work, in 
improving the records kept, and in securing better ideas of classification. Properly 
administered it stimulates the pupils, secures more regularity and attendance. 

THE COUITTY SUPERINTEWDENCY. 

Competent supervision is a matter of prime necessity in the 
management of our public schools in order to secure the best re- 
sults. The State has done but a part of its duty when provision 
has been made for the levy and collection of a school tax, the 
building of school houses and the employment of teachers. The 
qualified teacher should be placed first, next in importance comes 
competent supervision as factors vitally connected with the ad- 
vancement of popular education. 

The work of teaching suffers more than all other professions 
from indifference and incompetency. Men and women seek an 
entrance to the ranks of educational workers, not because of 
natural or acquired fitness, but because it is the best thing they 
can do for that particular time, intending as the majority do to 
enter other fields of lai or as soon as opportunity offers itself. 
Fully twenty per cent, of the entire enrollment of teachers in this 
State leave the work each year. The statistics of other States 
show similar conditions. It also frequently happens that when 
two terms are taught in the same year, the two terms are taught 
by different teachers. It is unnecessary to remark upon the great 
waste and confusion that results from this condition of things — 
waste of time, effort and money. 

The importance of securing trained and competent supervision 
has become tully recognized in the management of all city public 
school systems, and this fact is so well understood that no expense 
is spared to secure the best talent and qualifications. A slight 
examination will show that the ungraded schools suffer more from 
frequent change of teachers and shorter terms of school than the 
graded schools of towns and cities, and yet the ungraded schools 
receive the least amount of supervisory care and direction and 
generally that of a quality far inferior to that employed in graded 
schools. The ungraded schools stand in greater need of super- 
vision than the graded schools and the best method of securing 
supervision for these schools stand to-day as an unsolved problem. . 
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While it is not likely for very obvious reasons that the supervision 
of our ungraded schools can be brought to that degree of perfec- 
tion and efficiency that now characterize graded schools, yet the 
office of county superintendent can be so enlarged in sc pe and 
functions as to improve greatly the quality and amount of super- 
visory attention now given the ungraded schools. Some years 
ago the Department of School Superintendence of the National 
Educational Association appointed a special committee to ex- 
amine the educational system of the several States and to prepare 
in outline a model system. I desire to insert here an extract from 
that report relating to the county superintendency: 

"In order to secure thoroughness and efficiency on the part of the teachers, their - 
work must be systematioally and intelllgentiy supervised. It is impoFslbie for the 
State Superintendent or for the State Board of Education to thoroughly supervise the 
work of all the teachers employed under a State system. The State must depend upon 
local agencies for this necessary work. The work cannot be left to the non-profes- - 
sional local boards already provided for, but it must be performed by professional 
experts, properly licensed by State authority." 

•*The necessity for local supervision is already sogenera'ly recognized by city school 
authorities that almost every city in the country has its city superintendent. Thor- 
ough and efficient supervision has been the chief agency in bringing the city systems 
to their present standard. But the necessity for the supervision of ungraded schools 
in townships has not been so generally recognized. If cities, with the advantages of 
well graded schools, of a long term, and of well trained and experienced teachers, need 
supervision and derive so much benefit from it, the ungraded schools in townships, 
with all their disadvantages, cannot be expected to do superior work without it. The 
arguments in favor of supervision of ungraded schools in townships are unan- 
swerable." 

**No prudent man would employ a gang of workmen on a farm or in the shop with- 
out devising some means by which their work would be efficiently supervised. Every 
mill must have its manager, every railroad its superintendent, every contractor his 
head workman, every merchant his chief clerk, and every machine shop its master 
mechanic. In every business of life, as well as in every department of government, 
there must be systematic organization of labor, with intelligent supervision. The 
highest purposes of ungraded schools in townships cannot be realized without such 
supervision." 

"Thorough supervision necessitates frequent visitation. The number of schools 
which o ^e person can efficiently supervise depends very much upon varying local cir- 
cumstances, among which are density of population, the advancement of the schools, 
and the condition of roads, bridges, etc. The territorial divisions for this purpose may 
thus be large or small, as circumstances may require. But inasmuch as the various 
townships are generally combined for certain civil purposes and for counties, it is 
believed that in most of the States at least, each county should form a territorial divis- 
ion for the purpose of securing supervision of district schools. The system of county 
superintendency is, therefore, commended. The county superintendent should, 
with the exception hereinafter mentioned, examine and license the teachers, under 
the authority of the State Board of Education. He should have authority to revoke 
licenses issued by him, for proper cause, on petition of the patrons of a school. He 
should advise the local school officers in respect to their duties. He should hold 
county and township meetings for the instruction of the teachers, under the author- 
ity of the State Board of Education. He should hear and determine appeals from the 
decisions of subordinate officers on certain local matters, and he shou'd be a medium 
of communication between the State Superintendent and the subordinate school 
officers of the State. The same reasons that make it advisable that the State (superin- 
tendent should hold his office for a long term, make it advisable that the county 
superintendent should hold office for a long term. He may be elected by the people 
or appointed by the county Board of Education, or by some other competent local 
authority; but no one should be eligible to the office of cosnty superintendent who . 
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4oes not hold a certificate of qualification from the State Board of Education or from 
the State Superintendent of public Instruction. 

To bring this office to the degree of efficiency and usefulness 
contemplated by the law will require that the entire scope of 
duties and powers be enlarged, and more clearly defined, and 
strict provision also made for their faithful performance, and for 
removal from office or by proper penalty for all neglect of duty. 

Among the duties with which this office should be charged, I 
v^ill name, careful oversight of all financial settlements and 
accounts of boards of education and the sheriff. 

The entire time of the superintendent should be devoted to 
the educational work of the county. During the time the schools 
are in session the superintendent should be required to give his 
entire time to the work of supervision and the holding of teach- 
ers' district institutes. When the schools are not in session dur- 
ing the summer, he should be required to conduct a county nor- 
mal institute for the training of teachers. The time for which 
the county superintendent is elected should be four years instead 
of two as at present. Two years is too short a term in which to 
mature plans of work, and if the county superintendent should 
undertake anything out of the usual routine, no matter how 
excellent these plans should be, the opposition that might be 
aroused by those not in harmony with the new work would cause 
his defeat at the end of two years while a longer term would 
have proved the wisdom of the undertaking and gained the general 
approval of teachers and people. A longer term would prevent 
the now too frequent change of superintendents. It may be said 
by those who favor a short term that when a good officer is 
elected the people will re elect him and that an inefficient officer 
can be the more easily gotten rid of. This may appear well 
enough in theory, but it has not been corroborated in the practi- 
cal working of this office ; for the efficient officer is often defeated 
because of the opposition created by the faithful performance of 
his duty. 

It would be far better to make the term six years instead of 
leaving it two ; great care would then be taken to elect a compe- 
tent officer. 

The county superintendent should be furnished an office by 
the county and live at the county seat. The duties to be dis- 
charged by the county superintendent are as important when 
considered in their relations to the public welfare, and perhaps 
more so, than those to be performed by any other county officer. 
The office should pay a salary that will command a teacher of 
goo i ability and gocd scholastic and professional qualifications. 
Such qualifications are required for chis office, and it is idle and 
useless to expect fair results unless the State will offer the proper 
inducement and place this office on a plane of equality financially 
and in honor and respectability with the county oi9Bices of like 
importance and public usefulness. 
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I trust that the value of this office ia the interests of popular 
education in this State may receive the attention it merits. 

nrSTITUTKS. 

From the organization of the Free School System in this State 
the necessity of Teachers' Institutes has been recognized and the 
iv^ork carried forward in one form or another. It has in succession 
received the earnest endorsement of all the State Superintendents. 
Of the different plans of conducting institutes that have so far 
been tried, the present system of county institutes making a cer- 
tificate of attendance upon which a prerequisite to admission to 
an examination for a teacher's certificate from a county board of 
examiners has given the most general satisfaction to both teach- 
ers and people. 

The institute forms one of the best defenses of the public 
school system against the long continuance of incompetent 
instructors, and constitutes the most available means of changing 
and forming public sentiment on all educational questions. 
Through it hundreds of young teachers are taught the funda- 
mental principles of the science of education, and inspired 
with higher aims, who but for the institute would never have 
received broader knowledge than the public schools of the coun- 
try afforded, supplemented by individual efforts. Through it 
public interest is awakened and stimulated. In every State and 
in every city the teachers' institute is required as a necessary 
part of the public school work. In the older States (of the east) 
iv^here the public school system has been in successful operation 
for more than a hundred years, and where academies, high schools, 
normal schools and colleges are numerous and easily accessible 
to all, it is found necessary to hold teachers' institutes. Good 
teachers' institutes are exponents of well qualified teachers 
rather than indications of low qualification. As now conducted 
the system of institutes in this State has accomplished a good 
work and is still doing a good work, but through the reports of 
<5onductors and county superintendents, I have received some 
criticisms and suggestions recommending changes in this system 
by which I am lead to believe that, perhaps the "high water 
mark" of usefulness has been reached under the present limita- 
tion as to plans and financial support imposed by th ^ present law. 
The complaint has been made that the same ground is gone over 
year after year, and that in the program and instruction there is 
much repetition. 

Doubtless there is some ground for such complaint, and partic- 
ularly by the older and more advanced teachers, but it is this 
thorough drill upon the elementary branches, and the proper 
methods that should be employed in teaching them that has been 
needed by the teachers in our public schools, and herein has the 
institute done its greatest good. These cri icisms have not been 
made for the purpose of disparaging the benefits that are being 
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derived from the system of institutes, or for the purpose of dis- 
placing or destroying it, but with a view to a plan that is deserv- 
edly popular, better and more useful. This course is in my judg- 
ment far wiser than to wait until the system should outlive it» 
usefulness and then abolish the entire system of institute work 
altogether. The main features of our system are very good and 
compare well with those most favorably regarded in other States. 
The greatest obstacle now in the way of improving our insti- 
tutes is the lack of means for employing instructors which has 
limited the selection of instructors almost entirely to our own 
State, and very often to the immediate locality of the institute, 
thus frequently compelling the selection of instructors of 
moderate qualifications and but little or no special prep- 
aration for this work. Again, the requirement of a certificate 
of institute attendance as necessary to admission to examination 
for a teacher's certificate, has made it necessary to hold many in- 
stitutes before the first of September, as the schools are opened 
in many counties before that time, and also because the best in- 
structors being engaged in their schools after that time, their 
services are not available for institute work. Also the arbitrary 
requirement of one week does not in all cases give the best re- 
sults. There are counties far removed from the advantage of nor- 
mal schools that would be better accommodated with a normal 
institute of two to four weeks in which attention could be 
given to instruction on the subject matter taught in the public 
schools. In other counties one week devoted entirely to the dis- 
cussion of methods and the theory and art of teaching is as long 
»s an institute is needed. So it may be seen that this arbitrary 
limitation in many of the counties to some extent interferes with 
the full usefulness of the institute. If these hindrances can be 
removed or their influence diminished, the usefulness of our ia- 
stitutes would greatly increase. A larger appropriation is neces- 
sary. If this should not be done, institutes should be held in only 
half the counties annually, which will enable the State Superintend- 
ent to provide one first-class institute for each county every two 
years. The greater amount now expended on our institutes is receiv- 
ed from the Peabody Fund. Greater latitude should be allowed in 
length of time for the institute, and the minimum length fixed at^ 
one week and the maximum at four weeks to be determined by 
the State Superintendent. The institute is a valuable feature of 
our public school work and the benefits derived are generally recog- 
nized and appreciated. It is worthy of encouragement, and 
nothing should be omitted that will enhance its usefulness. With- 
a view to correcting the defects in our institutes and\)f increasing 
their efficiency, I have sought through personal inquiry and a 
careful examination of school reports information as to the best 
plans adopted in other States. It will be in place to insert here 
a collation of a few of these views and plans. State Supt. E. E. 
Higby, of Pennsylvania, writing concerning the best plan for coun- 
ty institute work in that State says ''we throw the cesponsibility on.. 
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~the county superintendent, demanding attention to three important 
elements — (a) the esprit de corps of the teacher, (h) The sympa- 
thetic interest oi the citizen, (c) The advancement of the teach- 
er by solid general information. This plan gives excellent re- 
sults in Pennsylvania. 

Hon. J. W. Dickinson, Secretary of the State Board of Educa- 
tion of Massachusetts, writes as follows : 

" In regard to county institutes, we have none in Massachusetts. In the place of 
them we have State Teachers' Institutes organized and conducted by State authority, 
that Is by the Secretary and the five agents of the State Board of Education. They are 
held in certain towns fixed upon by the Secretary of the Board of Education of the 
^tate and the school committees of these towns. Then a certain number of towns 
-around about the institute town is selected whose teachers are invited to attend the 
institute. The schools of these towns are closed and the teachers, with their commit- 
tees, all come in. The Institute continues one day and one evening. 

PROGRAMME: 

1st. Opening Exercises. 

2d. Lessons on Principles and Method of Teaching taught objectively by the Sec> 
retary, 

3d. Lesson on Arithmetic showing how to app!y the methods to that subject. 

4th. Lesson in the same way on Geography. 

6th. Lesson in the same way on Language. 

6th. Lesson in the same way on History. 

7th. Lesson in the same way on Civil Polity. 

8th. Lesson in the same way on Reading. 

9th. Institute sometimes divided and high school teachers are taught how to teach 
Khetorlc, Literature, Chemistry, Botany, and how to teach Written Composition ac- 
-cordlog to a method. Means of illustrating all the subjects are presented and the 
mode of using them explained. 

Hon. A, S. Draper, Superintendent Public Ipstruction, New 
York, writes : 

*' We have had large experience In institute work. We have tried various experi- 
ments and believe that we have now the b^st institute system in the country. We 
have a regular corps of institute conductors who are paid a fixed salary of $2,500 per 
year and expenses. The State pays all the expenses of the institutes. The law requires 
the schools to be closed during the time that an institute is in session, and compels 
^attendance upon the institute by teachers. Our institutes continue for a week each 
and are held once a year. We hold them for comparative small districts. We prefer 
that there should not be more than 100 teachers at an institute. We make the institute 
not a popular gathering but a school. We do not attempt to hold mass meetings ; we 
try to do class room work. Nearly the whole body of teachers come into the insti- 
tutes. We have brought order out of chaos, we have brought about an excellent state 
-of discipline and the teachers like it. While we have formerly continually received 
•criticisms upon the fact that teachers were compelled to attend institutes and that the 
results were not satisfactory, we have none now. Every teacher is expected to be in 
her place at the opening of the institute and remain to the close, and the proceedings 
:go forward with as much order as they do in a school room. We never permit any- 
thing to detract from the real work of the institute. We hold no oyster suppers, no 
popular lectures, nothing to amuse. , We put in the most practical and substantial 
work we can and we are getting excellent results. 

In the State of Iowa, where the regular institutes are crowded 
as they are in many counties in West Virginia, Superintendent 
John W. Akers suggested the following in his report for 188T : 

*• How can we relieve our over-crowded and over-burdened institutes and yet pro- 
iride for the academic Instruction of that large and growing class of young people who 
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desire to prepare for teaching? Some suggestions are here submitted which are be- 
lieved worthy of careful consideration. 

'* A county Normal Schoal should be held annually In each county, and should con> 
tlnue for a term of twelve weeks or more. It should be In charge of the county super- 
intendent, who should be required to occupy the position of principal teacher, with 
power to employ one assistant. The board of supervisors should be required to provlde^ 
a suitable place for holding this school, and to supply all necessary furniture, fuel, 
apparatus, etc. 

" The State should appropriate 950.00^for one such school in each county, and a fee- 
of from S2.00 to $3.00 might be charged which would supply funds to meet all expense& 
of the school. The law should further provide that the course of study for this nor- 
mal school shall be prepared by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

"The course of study should extend over two years, or twenty four weeks. All per- 
sons with less than one year's experience In teaching should be required to completd^ 
this course before being admlttel to the normal Institute, or permitted to teach. 

"The great benefit to be derived from such a law would result not only from th& 
better scholarship of applicants but from their increased age, and more mature Judg- 
ment. The normal institute would be smaller— fewer Instructors would be needed— 
and better work could and would be done." 

Hon, J. B. Thayer, State Superintendent of Wisconsin, writes 
as follows on this subject : 

"In Wisconsin we have five normal school**, under the management of a Board or 
Kegents, who have In charge the institute work in the State, in connection with the 
State superintendent. County superintendents are required to hold one institute- 
annually. The board co-operates with these by furnishing a coaductor to assist upon 
application. Connected with each normal is an institute conductor, subject to call to 
do Institute work, who Is sent to help or conduct county Institutes. A certain amount 
is set apart from normal school income fund, and by State appropriation S7,000 annu- 
ally for this purpose. All appointment of conductors, schemes of work and payment, 
of the workers by the central authority. This works well here." 

It will be seen from an examination of the foregoing extracts, 
that there is no ideal institute system in operation, but that sys- 
tem is best for each State or city which is most judiciously adapt- 
ed to the existing conditions, and secures the best results. The 
changes heretofore suggested, I feel sure would increase the 
efficiency of the system now in operation in this State. 

INSTITUTES FOR 1887 AND 1888, 

Table Q on pages 106-109 will show the detailed statistics of in- 
Btitute work for the past two years. In 1887 fifty-eight institutes 
were held and in 1888, fifty-seven, of these numbers six in 1887^ 
and ten in 1888 were special institutes distributed over the State 
so as to afford the best advantage to the greatest number of teach- 
ers, and conducted by educators from other States whose services 
were sought on account of special qualifications for the work. 

The gentlemen who assisted in this work during the past two 
years were Dr, M, A. Newell, Pres., of the Maryland State Normal 
School ; Dr. W. H. Payne, Pres., State Normal College of Tenn.; Dr. 
E. E. White, Supt. Cincinnati Public Schools ; Hon. Henry Houck^ 
Deputy State Sapt. of Public Instruction of Pennsylvania ; Dr. 
Samuel Findley, Editor Ohio Educational Monthly; Dr. W. N. 
Hailmann, Supt. Public Schools, La Porte, Indiana ; Dr. N. C 
Schaeffer, Prin. Kutztown State Normal School, Pennsylvania^ 
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and Dr. T. O. Mendenhall, Pros. Rose Polytechnic Institute, Terre 
Haute, Indiana. * 

These institutes have been grand agencies for the improvement 
of our teachers, and the elevation of public sentiment in all edu- 
cational questions. Tliey have been well attended and apart 
from supplying regular institute work for the counties in which 
held, they have been the especial means of giving extended oppor- 
tunities to those of our teachers who desired to make preparation 
for taking part in county Institute work. The enrollment for 
1887 was 6,301 with an average daily attendance of 6,529 ; the 
enrollment for 1888 was 6,302 with an average daily attendance of 
5,832. It will be seen that the annual enrollment is fully twelve 
hundred above the number of teachers employed in all of the 
public schools of the State. 

THE EDUCATIONAL SYBTiM OF THE STATE. 

The only view to take of the different schools provided by the 
State and supported by public taxes that is consistent with sound 
educational policy, is that which regards these schools as one 
educational system depending for its progress and highest success 
upon the establishment and maintenance of those relations which 
should subsist between the several (organic) parts of a judiciouslT 
organized educational system. The schools that would be em- 
braced in this system comprise the sub-district schools, graded 
schools, high schools, normal schools, and the West Virginia 
University. In the practical working of these schools there will 
always be a reciprocal dependence, whether recognized and pro- 
vided for or not, by law. The common schools and graded 
'schools must look to the normal schools and the University for 
their teachers^ and the high schools and normal schools must 
depend upon the ud graded country schools lor their students^ 
and likewise the University must depend upon the normal 
schools, graded schools and high schools. 

Since this inter-dependence among these schools is natural 
and necessary, they should not be left to themselves through 
long years of administration to work out an adjustment, and 
against many obstacles and unaided by the law, but while the 
system is yet in a formative state and can easily adapt itself ta 
new relations, and will naturally and rapidly do so, particularly 
when they are in the direction of greater strength and stronger 
organization, the State through wise legislation should seek ta 
aid that adjustment by defining so far as practicable the relations, 
that should exist and so far as provision can be made by law, 
provide for their establishment. Evidently it was seen in the 
organization of the public school system and the establishment of 
graded and high schools, that the old academies could not long 
maintain themselves against a system ol free high schools aa 
rivals, and the first act passed in 1867 creating the first independ^ 
ent school district, gave the board of education authority te 
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establish a course of study that would "fit pupils for admission 
to the colleges of this or neighboring States." (Acts of 1867, 
Chapter — .) 

A large number of acts have been passed since 1867 creating 
independent school districts, which give the same authority 
in regard to high school studies. It will thus be seen that 
almost at the very beginning of the public school system, even 
before the University and Normal schools were established, 
mutual and harmonious relations between these schools and 
the higher institutions of learning were contemplated and pro- 
vided for. The elementary schools have made a remarkable 
growth, and the State University at the other end of the ed- 
ucational system has also made great advancement, and in 
obedience to a popular demand has increased her facilities and 
advantages until the opportunities now offered compare fa- 
vorably with the best State Universities. The Normal Schools 
deepite many obstacles and discouragements have made com- 
mendable progress and are increasing each year in strength and 
efficiency. With a more liberal fiaancial support, affording a 
larger teaching force and other needed facilities, their usefulness 
would be greatly enlarged. 

But the high schools of the State have come far short of the meas- 
ure of usefulness to be filled by this part of the educational sys- 
tem ; their growth has kept pace neither with the popular demand 
for secondary education nor with the contemporaneous growth of 
elementary and graded schools. The schools are not only in 
point of numbers far below the needs of the State, but the grade 
of instruction is too low and irregular, and yet this work distribut- 
ted, as it is, generally over the State, and being free has prevent- 
ed the establishment of private high schools and academies and ^ 
must continue to do so. The State needs belter high schools and 
more of them. This pa^t of our educational work must have the 
necessary attention. Having made provision for the establish- 
ment of this clas<4 of schools and seeing that they have not been pro- 
vided, is it not time, after the lapse of twenty years, to inquire 
into the causes of their failure to appear? 

The authority given independent school districts ia ample 
enough to establish a high school course in these districts, and 
some good high school work has been done in the majority of 
these schools, but it is desultory and irregular and comes far 
short of what should be done. Under sections 24 and 25, chapter 
45 of the Code, the people have all the authority that is neces- 
sary to establish either district or joint district high schools, and, 
although this law has been in operation for twenty years, there is 
not a single district high school in the State. 

It is confidently believed that before high schools are estab- 
lished in numbers and standard commensurate to the needs of 
the people of the State for secondary schools, the law will require 
to be substantially amended. The experience of the past twenty- 
five years has proven that the basis or territorial unit for the estab- 
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lisbment of high schools must be larger and different from that 
of the graded school district. The number of pupils in nearly all 
of these independent districts is not sufEicient to support a well 
equipped high school, and this condition must necessarily con- 
tinue for many years. This fact must, in the future, as in the 
past, defeat anything like a liberal financial support. The solu- 
tion of the high school question in this Stat«, it is believed, 
points first to the establishment of separate high school districts, 
including the graded fchool districts. In many counties the en- 
tire county must be included in one high school district. 

The solution of this problem is goinfz: to require a great deal of 
labor. There will be opposition that will not give way without a 
struggle. It will not be solved in a day, and it will call for the 
united strength of all friends of the movement. When the work 
is fairly begun and the results begin to show for themselves, op- 
position will rapidly give way. The second important element in 
the solution of this problem must be State aid. The fact that 
the State gives recognition to the importance of the high school 
by giving encouragement by a financial support would give a 
wonderful impetus to the movement. This plan of encouraging 
the establishment and growth of high schools has showed its 
wisdom in other States. The suggestions made in the last report 
from this department to your Excellency, in regard to the unifica- 
tion of the school system, have received the endorsement oi the 
State Educational Association and the most general approval of 
leading teachers throughout the State. 

I append hereto some collated opinions and suggestions on the 
work and success of unification in other States. 

^*The country schools, the high schools and the State Universities, which in many 
8tates form practically three distinct systems, are in Indiana happily united. The 
work of the country school or of corresponding departments of the city or town 
school prepares the pupil for admission to the high school. The latter, if it be a rep- 
resentative one, prepares its charge for admissioa to Indiana University, Purdue 
University and the State Normal School. 

''In the term of Superintendent Milton B. Hopkins, in July, 1873, the following reso- 
lution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Indiana University : 

** *In order to bring the University into closer connection with the high schools of 
the State, we recommend the following plan : A certificate from certain high schools 
(to be named hereafter by the State Board of Education) of a satisfactory examina- 
tion sustained in the preparatory course, will entitle the bearer to admission to the 
Freshman Glass.' 

"At the meeting of the State Board in the following August, a circular letter was 
addressed to the Presidents of School Boards and the Superintendents of Schools, 
with a view to determining how many and what high schools were qualified to per- 
form tbe work of a preparatory department of the University. From that time, 
whenever a Superintendent of schools has presented 'proof to the Board that his 
coarse of study and the attainments of his teachers were suflicient to prepare pupils 
BfttlBfactorily for the University, he has reoeived a commission to certify graduates 
for admission to that institution. More recently a similar arrangement has been 
made by Purdue University and the State Normal School. 

"The support which these schools are giving to the other institutions is already 
considerable. They furnish many teachers for district and graded schools ; the nor- 
mal schools receive their graduates into the professional courses ; private colleges 
accept their diplomas and certificates of examination, and the State University 

8 
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accepts them both for entrance to the literary and scientific courses, and to the pro- 
fessional courses of medicine and lAw.—Heport of Supt. J. W. Holcomb^ for 1886. 

"The tables also show that these schools receive twenty-five per cent, of their pupils 
from the common schools of the country and therefore give them free tuition, whicb 
shows a very encouraging disposition on the part of common schools to advance their 
promising youth by the aid afforded."— i?Vom Biennial Report of State SupeHntendent 
D. L. KiehlCj of Minnesota, for 1888. 

"The graduates of accredited schools upon presenting appropriate certificates, will 
be received by the University without examination, into the courses for which they 
have been fitted. For mutual convenience the University will furnish blank certifi- 
cates for this purpose. Students from accredited schools who are not graduates, but 
who have completed the required preparatory studies, may be admitted on the special 
recommendation of the principal. Students of such high schools who are not gradu- 
ates and who are not specially recommended for admission by the principal, must 
expect examinations as other candidates.— J2epor< of the Univei^sity of Vkisconsin for 1888. 

T2ACHERS' BEADING CIRCLE. 

The organization of a Teachers' Reading Circle was begun iu 
1886 in accordance with a general plan arranged by this depart- 
ment, including the recommendation of a course of study for two 
years. The success of the work has depended almost entirely 
upon the energy of county superintendents and the principals of 
graded schools. No detailed reports of work done have been re- 
ceived at this office, but sufficient information has been obtained 
to show that the organization can, with proper systematic eflFort 
and under the ri^ht kind of management, become a very effective 
means of promoting the general and professional improvement of 
teachers. At the request of the State Educational Association 
the general management was undertaken by the State Superin- 
tendent, and the work has received every possible encouragement 
and attention that could be given it, but he has not been able, for 
lack of time, to give it the smallest part of attention and labor it 
should receive, and it is now clearly manifest that it should have 
a distinct State organization and provided with officers having 
detailed duties assigned to each. Thus organized, or as a branch 
of the National Teachers' Reading Circle, with State officers, the 
Reading Circle will prove one of the most acceptable means of 
providing our teachers with the best professional literature and 
under the most enlightened direction. This change in the plan 
of operation will be recommended to the State Educational Asso- 
ciation at its next annual meeting, and everything done that can 
be done by this department to promote its efficiency and useful- 
ness. 

PEABODY AID. 

I have to report the continuance ot the generous donation by 
the Trustees of the Peabody Fund to the State to be used in the 
aid of teachers' institutes and normal schools, the larger portion 
being used in aid of teachers' institutes. Dr. Samuel A. Green, one 
of the Trustees of the Fund, and the acting agent during the 
past two years, has manifested a deep interest in the educational 
work of this State, for whose courteous treatment I hereby tender 
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my grateful acknowledgments. I am in receipt of a letter from 
Dr. J. L. M. Curry, who £0 ably performed the duties of this of- 
fice for several years prior to 1885, when he resigned the position 
to accept the appointment as Minister to Spain, stating that he 
has been reappointed and will again take charge^of the work. 

PEABODY SCaOLARSHIPS. 

The number of Peabody scholarships allowed this State at the 
State Normal School of Tennessee remains the same as stated in 
the last report ot this office. The eight scholarships are distrib- 
uted equally among the four Congressional districts, and the ap- 
pointments are made in accordance with the regulations of the 
Peabody authorities, and awarded after careful competitive exam- 
inations. 

After Ihe appointment of Mr. F. L. Burdette to fill the vacancy 
for the Fourth district, he was taken sick with typhoid fever. 
Although his family fully expected that he would be able to en- 
ter school in time to hold his scholarship, this fact could not be 
certainly known until it was too late to hold a second examina- 
tion. There being no other application from this district, it was 
decided to make an appointment at large for the State rather than 
the State should lose the benefit of the scholarship. Mr. R. E. 
Allen, of Tyler county, was appointed, and reached Nashville in 
time to hold the appointment. The other scholarships are held 
by the following young ladies and gentlemen : 

First district— J. N. Anglin, Weston ; C. J- C. Bennett, Clarks- 
burg. Second district — J. N. Deahl, Philippi ; Margaret L. Pride, 
Fairmont. Third district— C. W. Milam, Charleston ; Celia Betts, 
Ronceverte. Fourth district — James H. Davis, Wayne C, H. 

The regular term reports received at this office from the Presi- 
dent of the College, show these young ladies and gentlemen to be 
making commendable progress, and in deportment and all other 
respects to be reflecting credit upon themselves and the State. 

SCHOOL BOOKS. 

The present contract for supplying school books to be used in 
the public schools of this State will expire in 1890. Having taken 
special pains to inquire into the different plans in practice in 
other States, and in cities, for supplying books to patrons and 
pupils, I am convinced that no one with which I am familiar is 
more advantageous and economical for the people, and better cal- 
culated to secure protection from all imposition by way of ex- 
cessiv^e charges. I therefore most earnestly urge its continuance. 
Should merchants fail or refuse to keep on hand a sufficient sup- 
ply of books for the schools in their vicinity, on account of the 
rate of profit allowed, as has perhaps occurred in a few cases, and 
which has been urged as an objection to the law, boards of educa- 
lion are empowered by law to purchase and keep on hand in the 
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office of the secretary of the board, a supply of school books for 
the pupils of the district. This law will prevent any failure in 
securing the necessary supply of school books, and very 
conveniently supplements the present plan of securing school 
books. 

As to the school books now adopted for use in the public schools 
of the State, they are among the best published, and, so far as I 
am informed, are giving very general satisfaction. Great care 
should be used in the selection of text-books, but when good 
books have once been adopted and introduced into the schools, it 
is very unwise to make frequent changes, not only on account of 
the confusion produced in the schools, but also on account of the 
great and needless expense to patrons and pupils. It should also 
be understood that it is far more difficult and expensive to effect 
a change of school books in country schools than in city schools. 
I see no need for any change of school books adopted and now in 
use in this State. 

PHYSIOLOGY AND HYeiENB. 

The act parsed two years ago requiring that physiology and 
hygiene with special reference to the eifects of narcotics and 
alcoholic stimulants upon the human system be taught in the 
public schools has been received with the general approbation ol 
teachers and patrons. The law, however, has not been fully 
obeyed, and the failure in part can be attributed to two reasons^ 
namely, (1) no text- book was designated by the act to be used as 
a class book, and on this account parents showed an unwillingness 
to purchase books for their children fearing that diflFerent books 
might be selected by the Legislature at its next session ; (2) 
teachers were not required to be examined upon this branch till 
after the first ol January 1889, which caused the impression in 
some sections that the law did not compel th6 subject to be 
taught till after that time. The book more generally purchased 
by parents is Cutter's "Beginners Anatomy, Physiology and 
Hygiene," published by J. B. Lippincott Company and issued in 
June, 1887, which as a primary work fulfills the requirements of 
the law. The school law provides in general terms that Cutter's 
Anatomies and Physiologies shall be used in the public schools. 
Should any other book than Cutter's be used in complying with 
the requirements of this act before the expiration of the present 
contract, it would, in my opinion, to some extent be an interference 
with that contract. In view of this existing contract, and the 
large number of this new book already in use, it would be wise 
to adopt this new book, or authorize the use of the revised edi- 
tions of Cutter's Physiologies, which comply with the act of 1887 ; 
otherwise the existing contract would be infringed and an injus- 
tice would be done the publishers of Cutter's Physiologies. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

The establishment of libraries in public schools or under the 
CO atrol of public school authorities to be used in connection with 
the work of public schools, is an educational question of increas- 
ing importance. There are two facts which seem suflScient 
girounds for the establishment of these libraries. The first is the 
evil influence of pernicious literature everywhere so abundant 
and made so seductive and attractive to childhood, and which 
the public library, accessible to the children of the public school, 
must become the most eifective means in combating. The sec- 
ond reason, is the educational value of public librariep, not in 
the general sense meant when speaking of libraries, but as a 
great supplementary factor to the public school itself. The 
reading habit and the taste for good literature are matters of 
cultivation and the formation of both should be commenced in. 
childhoods An inquiring spirit and love of good books must 
form the best part of every child's education, and the public 
school and the public library, the great factors in popular educa- 
tion, should, therefore, work together. 

When the time shall have come to pass that every child in the 
public schools shall have the privilege and encouragement of the 
school library, popular education will have take/i a long step 
forward. 

Oompayre, the great French educator, says, in his History of 
Education, the whole of moral education depends upon the sub- 
stitution of the library for the saloon and idea for sensation. 

How shall these libraries be furnished ? Judge Mellen Cham- 
berlain, Librarian of the Boston Public Library, some years ago^ 
in an article on "The Public Library and the Public Schcol," makes 
this statement : 

"I recognize three functions, at least, as belonging to public libraries everywhere. 
First, in due proportion of funds, to answer the requisition of scholars; second, to 
supply suitable reading for all, and without inquiring too nicely whether that reading 
is merely for amusement, or with some vague notion of acquiring useful knowledge ; 
and, lastly, that of instruction for the class who are generally pupils in the public 
schools. And I would like to insist that this last name df unction is the chief legiti- 
mate function of public libraries. For while I have some doubt as to the right to lay 
taxes for amusements, however useful, I have none whatever, either of the legality 
or equity of the use of public funds for the education of children in the public 
schools through the instrumentality of the public library." 

Dictionaries, outline maps and globes are being generally sup- 
plied by boards of education, but the work of building up school 
libraries outside of a few towns has been done by teachers, school 
officers, patrons and friends of the schools, and the funds ob- 
tained through school exhibitions and other enterprises gotten up 
by teachers and pupils for this purpose. What has already been 
achieved in this way is encouraging. But this work should re- 
ceive more generous aid and attention from all friends of popular 
education. Boards of education should be authorized to make a 
small expenditure each year out of the building fund for the aid 
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of school libraries in towns and villages and at other points where 
their establishment would be wise and practicable. The build- 
ing up of school libraries can not be the work of a day, but will 
be a work of gradual growth. To aid in choosing none but the 
best literature, a carefully prepared list of suitable books, in suf- 
ficient variety for public school libraries, has been prepared and 
inserted here, from which selections may be made by teachers 
and school officers. In the preparation of this list those adopted 
for use in other States have been carefully examined, and to these 
I am indebted for many excellent suggestions. 
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FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES. 



Books. 



The Water Babips 

Seven Little Sisters.... 

Ten Litt'e Boys 

Grandfttthers's Chair. 




Tanglewood Tales 

The Wonder- Boo br 

Dick ens's Child's History of Eng- 
land 

Robinson Crusoe 

Hans Brlnker 

Story o' Our Country 

Child Life in Poetry 



Stories of American History 

Little Lor 1 Fauntleroy 

Hans Anderson's Fairy Stories... 

King of the Golden River 

Book of Fab.es 

Book of Folk Lore 

Letters from a Cat 

Mammy Tattleback and Her 

Family 

Sevfn Little Sisters on the 

Round Ball 

Seven Litte Sisters: Each and 

All 

Adventures of a Brownie 

The Little Lame Prince 

Davy and the Goblin 

Fivf Little Peppers 

Mr. Wind and Madam Rain 

Young Folks Book of Poetry 

Stories from American History 
Aunt Martha's Corner Cupboard 

Natural History eiays 

Sea-side and Way-Side -No. 1 

Fri«iids in Fur »nd Feathers 

Book of Cats and Dogs. 

Stories for Young Children 

Strange Stories from tlistory 

Princess Idieway s 

Paul Grayson 

The Lost City 

The Ta* king Leaves 

Our Chlldr. n's Songs 

The Golden Treasury 

A Rook of Golden Deeds 

Madam How and Lady Why 



Author. 



Chas. Kings'ey. 
Jane Andrews.. 



({ 



Hawthorne 






Lambert Edition... 

M M. Dodge 

Mrs. L B. Monroe. 
J, G. Whlttler 



Publisher. 



Ginn& Co... 

Lee & Shepard..... 



<i 



Houghton, 

Mifflin & Co 
it 
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HIGH SCnOOlr— Continued. 



BOOKS. 
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JLmerican Political Ideas 

Man and Wife 

Sketches of Creation . . . 

•Oratory and Orators 

Words, Their Use and Abuse 

Komance of the Revolution 

Gamp Fires of Napoleon 

Celebrated Female Sovereigns... 

Xlfe of David Crockett .... 
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'Oliver Cromwell 
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liast Days of Pompeii 

Cimate and Time 

Heat a Mode of Motion 
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Rob Roy 
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Pilgrims and Puritans 
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STOBEB COLLEeS. 

This institution, located at Harper's Ferry, was established in 
the interests of the colored people. Under the principalship of 
Prof. N. C. Brackett it is achieving a work of great usefulness. 
During the past year there was an enrollment of two hundred 
students, and thirty of this number were normal appointees 
from this State. The number is above that allowed by law, bat 
the Principal has generously signified his willingness to receive 
all appointees recommended. The interesting report of the^ 
Principal, made at my request, and published in this report^. 
makes a very gratifying showing and contains many excellent 
suggestions ior the improvement of the work of this school. 

STATE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

When this association was organized several years ago^ it was- 
designed to include not only teachers, but also the friends of 
educational progress in this State as active members. Although, 
there are yet many persons enrolled as members who are not ac- 
tively engaged in the work of teaching, its annual meetings are 
now represented almost entirely by teachers and school officers^ 
The meetings for the past two years have been well attended and 
were characterized by a spirit of earnestness and enthusiasnk 
which indicates a progressive and healthy educational interest 
and sentiment. 

The meeting for 1887 was held July 5, 6 and 7, at Charleston^ 
in the Hall of the House of Delegates. This meeting was a rep- 
resentative gathering of teachers throughout the State. The sesr 
sions of this meeting were generally well attended by the people^ 
of Charleston and vicinity, who took special pride in adding ta 
its success in every way possible ; much popular interest was man- 
ifested in the meetings. Among the topics discussed were : Helpa 
and Hindrances to Popular Education; Temperance Instruction j 
Functions and Mutual Relations of a Complete System of State 
Education ; Is there a New Education ? and others. 

Evening lectures were delivered by O. S. Long, Esq., Olerk of 
the Court of Appeals, on '*An Evening with American Poets,'* 
and Dr. N. C. Schaeffer, Principal Kutztown Normal School^ 
Pennsylvania, on '^Education Among the Greeks and Romans.'*' 

The meeting for 1888 was held July 17, 18, 19 and 20, jointly 
with the Maryland State Teachers' Association, at Mt.Lake Park, 
Maryland. This was one of the most notable and perhaps the- 
best session* in the history of the Association. At this meeting it 
was clearly seen that the Association was aiming to do broader 
work, and much of the time of the several sessions were devoted 
to the discussion of the best lines of State educational policy in- 
stead of being devoted to the ordinary work of teachers' insti- 
tutes, as frequently happens at these meetings. 

The joint feature of the meeting was one of especial interest. 
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and pleasure, giving the teachers of the neighboring States an 
opportunity for personal and professional acquaintance. The 
program was carefully prepared on the part of both Associations 
and leading teachers representing the leading educational insti- 
tutions and different offices of public school work were appointed 
to prepare papers or to take part in the discussion of these sub- 
jects. Among the subject^ which aroused the most active interest 
of the Association may be named, The Place of Manual Train- 
ing in a System of Public Schools, Free Text-Books, The 
Teachers' Reading Circle, The County Superintendency — How 
can its EflSiciency be Increased ? The Ideal Education for West 
Virginians, The Relation of Public Schools to Public Morals,^ 
English Literature in the Public Schools, 

The papers on Free Text- Books and The Ideal Educati:)n 
for West Virginians," by Drs. M. A. Newell and D. B. Purinton,^ 
have been published in this report on account of their especial 
interest at this time. 

I regret that I could not give space for other valuable papers. 
The meetina: was pronounced a success by both Associations. A 
full account of the proceedings were published in the August 
issue of the W. Va. School Journal. Officers of the West Vir- 
ginia Educational Association : B. S. Morgan, President, Charles- 
ton ; T. C. Miller, Treasurer, Fairmont; J. S. Cornwell, Rec. Sec.,. 
Ritchie C, H. ; Miss Mary Jones, Cor. Sec, Charleston. 

NEW SUBJECTS FOR LEGISLATION. 

The educational systems and institutions of to-day are the re- 
sults of long years of growth, having parsed through many changea 
in reaching their present state of efficiency and completeness. 
Although in every way more perfect and efficient than those of 
any preceding age, still the educational systems of to-day have 
not reached their highest degree of efficiency, nor are they to be 
considered as finished products. In obedience to the great law of 
progress, they must continue the work of change and improve- 
ment 10 meet the demands of the onward march of civilization. 
Marvelous as has been the growth of popular education, the pub- 
lic school system is, comparatively speaking, yet in the first 
stages of its development and usefulness. It must go forward 
with the work of improvement as public sentiment becomes more 
liberal, stronger and more enlightened. Many obstacles that now 
clog the wheels of progress must be removed, some by the force 
of public sentiment and some by legislation. The educational 
interests of a people are matters of the first and highest consid- 
eration. 

The Public School System wa.=: established because it is neces- 
sary to the public welfare. Any failure, thereforf , to provide for 
its highest efficiency, is a failure thus far to provide for the public 
welfare. Through the agency of the public school every child is 
expected to receive thiat elementary training which torms the^ 
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necessary qualifications for future citizenship and usefulness, and, 
so far as practicable, the State should see that every child does 
receive the advantages of this elementary training, at least, the 
estate should see that no child is prevented from receiving 
these advantages which have justly been called its birthright. 
With these ends in view it ij urgently recommended that laws be 
enacted (1) prohibiting by penalty the employment of children 
under a certain ago in factories, mills or mines, during the time 
the public schools are in session. It has been impossible to ob- 
tain definite information as to the extent of the employment of 
child labor in this State, but sufficient information has been re- 
ceived to prove the necessity of legislation. (2) A law author- 
izing boards of education to provide books and stationery for in- 
digent pupils. There are many children who receive but com- 
paratively little advantage from the public school on account of 
the inability of parents to supply the necessary text-books. 

A number of States have by suitable legislation provided for 
supplying text-books to indigent pupils, and with very satisfac- 
tory results. Others have gone still further and allowed cities 
and districts to purchase school books for use in public schools to 
be loaned to pupils under prescribed regulations. Where this 
law has been in operation long enough for a careful and fair trial 
the results have been most satisfactory. Increased and regular 
attendance, better classification and without any delay, less 
expense for books, are claimed as unquestioned benefits. 

Public opinion favoring compulsory attendance at public schools 
is growing stronger year by year in this country in proportion as 
its necessity and importance becomes better understood. It is 
now generally conceded that universal education of the 
masses can never be secured without making attendance com- 
pulsory either upon public schools or private schools. Compul- 
sory laws have been passed in many of the States, and although 
their operation has been attended with varying degrees of success, 
in some cases amounting almost to absolute failure, in others 
receiving a rigid and prompt enforcement, depending in all cases 
for their success largely upon the condition and support of public 
opinion. Legislation upon this question is not recommended, but 
the question is presented because of the growing sentiment favor- 
ing the enactment of such a law in this State. 

I desire to call your attention to the question of establishing in 
this State schools for manual training. I can not undertake in 
this report, for want of time and space, to discuss the importance 
nor any of the many features connected with this great educa- 
tional movement. How shall they be established ? Shall sepa- 
rate schools be eetablished or shall they be engrafted upon 
institutions already established ? These and other questions are 
matters more properly belonging to the work of a special com- 
mittee that should be appointed by your Excellency or provided by 
the Legislature. It is sufficient to urge that while States around 
us are making ample preparations for the^ industrial education of 
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their children, West Virginia can not afford to be a laggard in 
any of the great educational interests that most yitiQly touch the 
welfare and progress of her people. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my acknowledgment to your 
Excellency and the other State officers for the many courtesies 
shown me in the discharge of the duties of this office, to the sev- 
eral county and city superintendents, and all other school officers 
and friends of the public schools throughout the State for their 
active co-operation and encouragement, and the recognition of 
my efforts to advance the educational interests of the State. I de- 
sire, also, to acknowledge the aid rendered by my clerks, Mr. J,F. 
Cork, who has been connected with the office during the past four 
years, and Mr. T. M. Wilson, who has been in the office during 
the past two years. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Benajamin S. Morgan, 
Stats Superintendent of Free Schools. 
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PEABODY INSTITUTES 



FOR THE YEARS 1887-8. 



DR. W. H. PAYNE'S REPORT. 

Last June, by your appointment, I assisted in the instructien 
given at the following Peabody Institutes : At Harrisville; at 
Clarksburg, and at Parkersburg. At the first, I was assisted by 
Prof. S. B. Brown, Principal of the Glenville Normal School; and 
at the second and third, by Dr. Samuel Findley, Editor of the Ohio 
Educational Journal. At each institute there was a full attendance 
by the teachers of the county, and in each case I observed the 
effects of the law which makes attendance compulsory. It is a 
fact of general observation that the teachers who are in the great- 
est need of professional instruction are the most reluctant to 
a1 tend our institutes ; and if such teachers are to be employed 
there is a reasonable ground for this compulsory law. I am per- 
suaded that taking the condition of the teaching class as it is^ 
attendance at institutes should be required by law. At the same 
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time there are some evident ills resulting from this perfunctory 
attendance. Teachers who come against their will are likely to 
be either mere passive spectators or to obstruct the work of the 
institute by inattention and disorder. The remedy lies in making 
the institute a real school in which all pupils must take an 
active part, particularly those who are inclined to resent their 
enforced attendance by inattention or disorder. If such teachers 
can be held to some form of recitation^ they are likely to become 
interested and attentive. Considerable experience confirms me 
in the belief that the best results come from careful dictation 
and note-taking, and from requiring teachers to reproduce in 
substance what has been taught by lectures. Fully one-third of 
the time should be given to this form of recitation. 

It has long seemed to me that the most profitable use that 
could be made of a part of the institute period would be to em- 
ploy it in the professional instruction of institute instructors. 
Every State should have a considerable number of trained insti- 
tute workers, — men and women who have definite notions of 
what ought to be done and who have actual skill in doing this 
most difficult kind of work. There is probably no kind of educa- 
tional work in which there is so much misdirected eff'ort and so 
much mis-spent money. The only remedy I can see is to organize 
schools for the special instruction of institute workers. So far as 
I know, Wisconsin is the only State that has systematized this 
branch of the educational service. 

As you well know, I have a very high opinion of the teachers 
of West Virginia. In the main they are full of earnestness and 
good intent and richly endowed with practical common sense. 
They do a large amount of independent thinking and are so loyal 
to their own conclusions that they sometimes embarrass their 
institutes ; but this is the stuflF out of which strong characters 
are made, and as I have observed it in the teachers ot your State 
it has earned my sincere respect and admiration. 

W. H. Payne. 

Pedbody Normal School^ Nashville^ Tenn.^ Dec. 12^ 1888. 



DR. M. A. NEWELL'S REPORT. 

During the summer and fall of 1887 I had the honor of assist- 
ing at the Peabody Institutes held at Martinsburg, Philippi and 
Wheeling. I need not repeat the statistics which you already 
have in your possession, but shall confine myself to some general 
remarks and suggestions. 

At Martinsburg my colleague was Prof. W. H. Payne, then of 
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the University of Michigan, now Ohancellor of the University of 
Nashville. The attendance of teachers was rather small in com- 
parison with the namber within reach ; but the attention of those 
present never flagged, but rather increased from day to day. To- 
wards the close of the week the citizens began to put in an ap- 
pearance ; everybody lookf^d doleful when the hour of separation 
came, and I am confident that, if the institute had lasted ten days 
longer there would have been a revival whose efiect might be ex- 
pected to last for years. 

At Philippi, when I had the honor of again being associated 
with Prof. Payne, almost every teacher in Barbour county was 
present during the whole week. The weather was extremely hot, 
but it aff'ected only the shirt collars. The enthusiasm never 
wilted. 

The institute at Wheeling was a pronounced success, largely- 
owing to the aid of Dr. E. E. White, who bore the burden and 
heat of the day, and of the night also. 

Two things teachers need to aid and sustain them in their pro- 
fessional work — nourishment and stimulant; and both of these 
are administered in due proportion in we"l conducted institutes, 
such as that at Wheeling. 

While all intelligent observers testify to the good results that 
have followed from these teachers' institutes — a better knowledge 
of subjects, a familiarity with better methods of teaching and gov- 
erning, a consciousness of greater power, a larger and more in- 
tense esprit de corps^ as well as an awakening and vivifying of 
popular sentiment in behalf of public education — it has been for 
some time apparent that there is a danger of falling into ruts and 
degenerating into formalism. Some new departure seems to be 
necessarry to keep up the old enthusiasm, and to spur the teach- 
ers to new exertions. Much has been done in the way of destruc- 
tion ; more remains to be done in the way of construction. 
Many errors h:ive been refuted, many abuses have been exposed, 
many fallacies have been laid bare, but the work of re- construc- 
tion is by no means finished. Much rubbish has been cleared 
away, but the walls have not yet been rebuilt. 

In West Virginia, and several Southern States, there are two 
kinds of institutes — the county institute and the Peabody insti- 
tute — and both are susceptible of improvement. It is with much 
diffidence that I offer some suggestions on this subject, for long 
experience has taught me how difficult the undertaking is, and 
how great are the obstacles to be encountered and overcome, 

I. The County Ijsstitutks. 

Teachers complain, not without reason, that "much time is 
wasted in threshing the old straw." The accustomed sounds are 
heard, but no grain covers the threshing floor. Truths have be- 
come tiresome by this novelty ; and satietv follows where once 
there was a hungering and thirsting after righteousness. ^'80 much 
attendance must be given as the law demands, but very litfJe 
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comes as a free-will oflTering. The instructors give as good as 
they have, but much of it is stale food warmed up for the occa- 
sion. Crnmhe iterata nocet. It takes away the appetite, and 
what is consumed without a relish is neither digested nor assimi- 
lated." 

The complaint is to a certain extent unreasonable in which the 
gospel of the new education U preached to attentive ears. If oc- 
casionally the blind undertakes to lead the blind, yet, in a major- 
ity of cases, both leaders and followers manage to keep out of the 
ditch. However desirous of novelty we may be, it is not possible 
to bring forward new truths on every occasion, nor even to pre- 
sent old triiths under a new light. 

The main cause of the unhealthy symptoms that have been ob- 
served or suspected, seems to be this, our institule methods have 
not given sufficient scope to the activity of the teachers. They 
have been regarded as vessels to be filled with knowledge, as a 
barrel is filled with water from a pump. The instructors do the 
pumping. The teachers are passive recipients, and they cry alone 
like Lear in the thunderstorm, 'Tour on; I will endure." 

If this diagnosis is correct, the remedy is easily indicated, 
though the application of it may be somewhat difficult. 

I propose the union of the teachers' reading circle with the 
county institute. It is impossible to enter into details here; hints 
only can be given. 

Suppose the State Superintenient were to announce that at the 
county institutes, held after a certain date, teachnrs would be ex- 
amined in certain portions of two books selected by him, one on 
pedagogy and the other on general literature. The leachers of a 
district or neighborhood should be recommended to meet together 
once a week, or as often as convenient, to read and discuss these 
books and to examine one another on the contents. When the in- 
stitute meets, the conductor gives lectures on some of the most 
important points, answers questions which may be proDosed by 
the teachers, and invites an expression of opinion from the mem- 
bers on difficult or doubtful points. On the third d^y, he ex- 
amines the teachers viva voce, as a Professor would a class in 
college. On the fourth day there is a written examination, and 
a certificate of proficiency is given to those who answer satisfac- 
torily either in the viva voce or the written examination. Next 
year new books are taken up in the same way, or the old books 
are completed. At the end of a specified number of years, spent 
in this way, the teacher, who has received the required number of 
certificates of proficiency, should receive a "professional certif- 
icate," and be exempted from compulsory attendance on institutes 
thereafier. 

II. The Peabody Institutes. 

The Peabody Institutes were originally intended to be tempora- 
ry normal schools. None but men of high culture, broad views, 
varied learning, long experiences, successful practice and warm 
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sympathies were employed as instructors ; such men as White, 
Northrop, Payne, Gregory, Hancock, men of national reputation 
earned by long devotion to the cause of public education. These 
institutes continued from four to six weeks and the students in 
attendance during the entire session numbered from four to six 
hundred. These institutes were not merely nurseries of common 
school teachers, but became the seminaries which supplied in- 
structors to local institutes. Two changes, not for the better, I 
think have been taking place lately in some of the States enjoy- 
ing the Peabody Fund, It was thought that four institutes oi one 
week each would be more useful than one institute of four weeks. 
Experience has proved that the expected advantage has not, so tar 
as the teachers were concerned, been realized. The weekly insti- 
tutes were necessarily comparatively small in numbers. Speaking 
broadly, where the monthly institutes give instruction to 400 
teachers for four weeks, the four weekly institutes, averaging 100 
members each, (a very large estimate) give instruction to 400 
members for one week. Thus, the short institute is only about 
one fourth as valuable as the others. The same proportion would 
hold if we reckoned the members attending the weekly institutes 
at 50, and the monthly at 200. It must be added that circumstan- 
ces may exist which would render the monthly institute imprac- 
ticable, however desirable. It is not in every town that we can 
find accommodations, lodging, lecture room and class rooms for 
an institute of three or four hundred persons. 

The other change, not for the better, to which I have referred, 
is a growing tendency to employ instructors not of the first rank. 
The motive is said to be economy; and, if this is not sufficient, the 
olaims of local talent is urged. Local talent should certainly be 
encouraged and developed ; but at the expense of the local purse. 
The Peabody Fund was never intepded to train fledgling lectures 
in the use of their wings. It was designed, and is still used, at 
least in West Virginia, to give the teachers of common schools 
the benefit of the experience and wisdom of the best teachers and 
the most accomplished speakers in the United States. ' 

M. A. Nbwbll« 

Baltimore^ Md.^ Nov. n^ 1888. 



DR. SAMUEL FINDLEY'S REPORT. 

In obedience to your call, I gave instruction in two of the Pea- 
body institutes in your State — one at Parkersburg, the work be^ 
ginning June 25, the other at Clarksburg the following week* As 
the two institutes were essentially alike I shall speak of them 
together. 

I was associated in the work with Dr. W. H. Payne, of Nash- 
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^Ue, whose work throughout was a model of good teaching, 
characterized by simplicity and directness of style, clearoess and 
accuracy of statement, and great patience and persistence in 
holding himself and the institute to the theme in hand. 

The management of the institute, by county superintendents 
J. F. McKusick, at Farkersburg, and Jasper S. Kile, at Clarks- 
burg, was excellent. The work went on promptly and smoothly, 
without waste of time. The earnestness and efficiency of the 
superintendents did much to make the work of the instructors 
«asy and agreeable. 

That which impressed me most was the full, prompt and regu- 
lar attendance of the teachers. This, of course, was largely due 
to the power which the law gives the county superintendent to 
•compel attendaace. As I looked upon the ripe and ripening 
grain on those Virginia hills, and saw the schoolmasters from the 
-country present at every session of the institute, I could not but 
admire the wisdom of the law-makers that made it possible to se- 
<nire such results. I discovered some disposition on the part of 
a few to chafe under this legal constraint, but most were hearty 
and earnest, not seeming to feel the law's requirement so much as 
the impulse of pleasure and duty. 

The active interest of the teachers in the work of the institute 
was very gratifying. Many of them discussed freely the' ques- 
tions presented for consideration, asked and answered questions, 
and responded freely to every requirement, I shall always carry 
pleasant memories of the cordiality and good fraternal spirit man- 
ifested by all with whom I came in contact. 

I was particularly impressed with the vigorous life and zeal 
•everywhere manifested. West Virginia is pushing rapidly and 
surely to the front in educational matters. In point of organiza- 
tion i^nl in the supervision of the country schools her school sys- 
teih is already far in advance of that of Ohio. 

What can be done to make the teachers' institute more valua- 
ble, is a question much discussed. At the very, time of the 
Olarksburg institute the Ohio Teachers' Association, in session at 
Sandusky, was wrestling with this question. Should any part of 
the time be given to academic instruction? should any time be 
devoted to scientific or popular lectures? should the work of the 
institute consist entirety of instruction in the science of educa- 
tion and the art of teaching ? are some of the phases of the 
problem. 

It is well settled in my mind that an institute of five days is 
not the place for teachers and those expecting to teach, to equip 
themselves in point of scholarship. Academic instruction in such 
an institute is justifiable only when given incidentally, by way 
of illustration, or with reference to the purposes, means and 
methods of teaching the subject under consideration. Principles 
and methods of school organization, administration and instruc- 
tion should receive much the larger share of attention ; and these 
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should, as far as possible, be considered from the standpoint of 
experience. 

The extent to which the instruction should be adapted to the 
needs of the younger teachers and those intending to become 
teachers, is one of considerable pra3tical importance. It would 
not be wise to bring all the instruction to the level of these, nor 
yet to make it conform to the demands of the most experienced. 
Just here is a practical difficulty not easy to meet. My judg- 
ment is that much of the instruction given in the institutes at 
Parkersburg and Clarksburg was above the reach of at least one- 
half the teachers in attendance. It is perhaps better so than the 
opposite. But there seems to be a need of classification. An 
attempt was made to meet this difficulty and others of like kind, 
in an institute I attended last year at Harrisburg, Pa. For the 
forenoon sessions, the institute met in three or four sections, and 
each section had instruction supp)8ed to be adapted to its pecu- 
liar needs. For the afternoon sessions, all the sections came to- 
gether. This plan ,of course, involves a larger corps of instruct- 
ors and increased expense, but it gives opportunity for adapting 
the instruction to a wider range of needs. 

But back of all these questions of matter and method, are the 
more vital questions of inspiration, of high purpose and endeavor, 
of consecration to the work. That institute serves its end besc^ 
which gives the greatest impulse towards professional life and 
professional improvement, which fills the tea-hers with an exalted 
ideal of the work, which reaches out the hand ol 8\ mpathy and 
help, fills the teachers with courage and hope, and exerts over 
them the influence that will lead them to put forth their best ef- 
forts. 

Samuel Findlky. 

Akron^ (?., Dec. i^, 1888. 



DR. W. N. HAILMAN'S REPORT. 

At Fayetteville and Charleston I was aided by Supt. G. S. 
Laidley, of Charleston, and at Pt. Pleasant by Prin. T. E, Hodges, 
of the Huntington Normal School. Both gentlemen did all in 
their power to familiarize me with the local wants and needs, 
thus enabling me to work more effectively, and they themselves 
did much of the work of instruction in a masterly manner. To 
them and to the county superintendents who showed rare tact 
and zeal in the performance of their duties, I owe much if not 
most of the success that attended my work during the three 
weeks of July 23 to August 11. 

In the work with the teachers and applicants, I laid stress on 
the professional features of school-room work, aiming to direct 
attention to the need of studying mental growth, to indicate the- 
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methods to be pursued in such studies, and to show how knowl- 
edge thus gained may be made useful in the daily round of 
teaching. I gave, therefore, in each institute (1) a number of 
talks on mental development in childhood and youth ; (2) a 
number of illustrations showing how by a thoughtful consiaera- 
tion of the laws of mental development, teaching may be made 
more effective and practically useful. In these illustrations, I 
confined myself chiefly to the subjects of arithmetic, language 
and rudimentary geometry. 

In order to arouse some degree of professional pride I gave in 
each institute from three to five talks on the history of education, 
bringing before the teachers the strug^os and successes of some 
of th^ foremost heroes and heroines of educational thought and 
woik. 

My work was judiciously supplemented by Supt. Laidley and 
Principal Hodges, who devoted their time to the discussion of 
more narrowly local needs and wants with which they were so 
much more familiar ; and in many cases points were driven home 
by the county superintendent, or by older teachers of the 
institutes. 

In my evening lectures before a more promiscuous public, I 
spoke on the merits of the new education and on the neei of 
character training in school work, my aim being to aid the inter- 
ested citizen in forming loftier and broader views of the import- 
ance and scope of the free schools. 

The organization of the institute seems to be excellent on the 
whole, and as thoroughly efficient as it can be made under exist- 
ing circumstances. It is exceedingly easy for the on looker to 
suggest changes under the name of reforms ; yet circumstances of 
which he is not aware, may render the adoption of such suggest- 
ions impossible or pernicious. This may apply in full measure 
to the few suggestions which I shall make, more, however, because 
you desire me to do so, than because I consider them to possess, 
much practical value. 

The first of these refers to the attendance. I found a great, 
majority of attending teachers eager to learn and to contribute in 
every way to the. success of the institutes. Yet, in all cases I 
found, too, a more or less troublesome minority whose attendance, 
seemed to be wholly perfunctory. These persons proved a con- 
stant source of annoyance not only to their immediate surround- 
ings, but also to the instructors. It seems to me that some means 
should be found to reduce this troublesome minority. Possibly 
this might be done by dropping the compulsory character of at- 
tendance, and by throwing the responsibility of success or failure 
in the teachers' examinations wholly upon the applicants. Possi- 
bly, it might be done by making it the duty of institute conduc- 
tors to give to each attendant a graduate mark indicating his 
judgment of the applicant's work during the institute,, and by au- 
thorizing him to dismiss hopelessly troublesome cases. 

Much might be gained, too, by having the institutes organized 

6 
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in two or more classes. This would not only give an opportanity 
to employ the time of instructors more profitably, but would en- 
able the instructors to regard more fully the varying needs of 
those who attend. It would, at least, render it possible to sepa- 
rate those whose experience and attainments entitle them to 
professional training from those who still need exclusively aca- 
demic work. 

Again such an arrangement would enable the conductors to 
control more fully and justly the attendance ani work of each 
member of the institute^ and to meet the evil of truancy. 

This arrangement, too, would make it possible to arrange for 
courses that include Reading Circle work, using the latter as & 
preparation for work to be done at the institute. 

Bat I must not weary you with suggestions that may prove 
wholly impracticable in your State. At any rate they are meant 
not as criticisms but as aids in that direction in which it seems to 
me your excellent work is tending. 

W. N. Hailman. 

La Porte^ Imd^^ Dec. 15^ 1888. 



HON. HENRY HOUOK'S REPORT. 

I have the honor of submitting the following brief report of the 
Teachers' Institutes, held at Moundsville, Romney and Keyser: 

The work done embraced suhatantially that which was laid 
down in the carefully prepared programme furnished by the State 
Department. 

It is a source of great satisfaction to the management to be able 
to state that it would be hard to find, as a class, more earnest and 
enthusiastic teachers than those who attended those institutes. 
At Moundsville and Romney a very noticeable and encouraging 
feature was the lar^e attendance at the day sessions, of persons 
not members of the lastitute. In both cases the court room was 
filled during all the sessions. At Eeyser, the teachers did just as 
well, and at the evening meetings the people turned out in force, 
the large and commodious school hall being crowded with a high- 
ly intelligent and appreciative audience. 

The county superintendents did all in their power to make the 
meetings successful, and their help was invaluable. At Mounds- 
ville we were favored with the presence of the State Superinten- 
dent, and his able and cheering address will not soon be forgotten. 

Allow me also to express my profound sense of the eminently 
important and efficient Fervices rendered by Professors Orago, 
Bash, and Showalrer. The one first named I had learned to 
know in Pennsylvania, and I felt doubly cheered to find at my 
£rst meeting not only so able an instructor, but an old friend. 

Whatever of success was attained at those institutes, whatever 
of vitality they possessed, and whatever good they shall wield is 
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largely due to the excellent spirit so prevalent among the 
teachers. 

Probably no other agency has done more than the county insti- 
tute to strengthen and vitsdize our system of education, their ob- 
ject being not only to increase the professional knowledge, skill 
and power of teachers, but also to bring together instructors, 
school o£Scers and parents, that they may act in closer accord 
and harmony. An institute conducted as a school merely, with 
the sole object of preparing teachers for examination, falls far be- 
low the real object. In my opinion a convention of teachers is 
almost a failure which does not reach the fountain head — the peo- 
ple, and thus work at the real foundation of all progress. 

Legielation which would help teachers to bear the expense in- 
curred by their attendance would be in the right direction. 

If classes of pupils could be formed in towns where the meet- 
ings are held and be placed in the hands of competent teachers, 
and short recitations be given to be followed by discussion, great 
good would be accomplished. 

nsNBT HOUCK. 

Harrisburg^ Pa.^ Dec. 15^ 1888, 



FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 



BT DB. M. A. NEWELL. 



(Bead before the Joint State Teachers' Association of W. Va. and Maryland, July 1888.] 

Why should not the books needed in our common schools be 
free to the pupils? We have free school houses, free teachers, 
free stoves, free fuel, free desks, free black-boards, free wall maps ; 
why not also free school-book ? There was a time when none of 
these things were free, and some were non- existent. The teacher 
was paid so much a week and ''boarded around." The writer has 
seen, when he was a boy, a band of urchins trooping to the school- 
house, each with his contribution to the fuel of the day und^r 
his arm. He has also in his capacity ot teacher had a pupil come 
to him with his desk carried behind him by a colored man, be- 
cause ''such was the old custom," as his father explained. Now 
all is free, except the school-books, and that tax remains as one 
of the relics of barbarism. 

But why should school-books be free? 

1. Because otherw^ise the schools are not really free. If any 
money consideration is necessary to the enjoyment of school 
privileges, the name "free school" is a mockery. 

2. Because the cost of books keeps some children out of school, 
and these perhaps the very children who need schooling the most. 
The parents are too poor to buy books and too proud to be willing 
to have their children enter as paupers. 

8. Because the book tax introduces invidious class distinctions. 
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Some children pay for their books ; others are classed as '^indi- 
gent" and do not pay. Here is a line of separation that should 
not be tolerated in any American school. The pupils should 
meet in school on the same level, as they will afterwards do at 
the polls when they come to exercise the right of suffrage. 

4. Because the work of the school cannot be carried on 
promptly and eflQciently unless books can be furnished by tho^ 
teacher on the day they are needed. A teacher wishes to begin 
a class in grammar. He tells them to bring the proper text- 
book on the nex*^ Monday. Monday comes, and only three pupila 
out of twelve have the book. The opening is postponed till the 
next day. Next day brings four books, and the opening is post- 
poned till next week. Next week sees half the class furnished 
with books, and the teacher debates with himself whether ta 
give up the class, or to go on with one-half the members, or to 
give them another week to procure books. This is no fancy 
sketch, but a photograph from the life. 

6. Because the want of free text-books enables parents to 'nul- 
lify a law of the State. In most of the States a law has been 
passed requiring "temperance physiology" to be taught in all 
public schools, "with the use of text-books as other branches are 
taught.' But a parent by simply refusing or neglecting to pur- 
chase the text book can virtually repeal the law — so far as his 
child is concerned — and set at naught the will of the majority of 
his tf How citizens, expressed under constitutional forms. 

(). Because free books are on the whole the cheapest. The 
State can buy at a much lower rate than a private individual. 
Nearly one half of the present money expended on books might 
be saved by baying at wholesale ; and the additional State tax 
would hardly be felt by the majority of those who patronize the 
schools. 

7. Because those communities that have tried the experiment 
of " fr^e books " are perfectly satisfied and could not be induced 
to return -o the old plan. 

8. Because the arguments used against free books are the very 
same as have been urged, and are urged, against free schools. 
" People do not value properly what they have not paid for." If 
I had a valuable horse given me by a friend, should I value him- 
the less because he cost me nothing? Do we think the less of a 
broad and smooth highway, because there is no toll-gate on it ? 

Lastly, because free books would add ten per cent, to the num- 
ber of scholars, and twenty five per cent, to the efficiency of the 
schools. 



SECONDARY SCHOOLS— THEIR PLA.CE IN A COMPLETE 

SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

BY DB. B. M. TUBNBB, PABS'T. OP W. VA. UNIVERSITY. 

The time has come in the educational history of West Yir^nia 
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^hen something must be done to further develop the power and 
efficiency of the general system of education. The primary or 
■district school has reached a point in its history where it must be 
made more efficient for the work it is intended to accomplish. 
We hear much complaint on all sides, not only in West Virginia, 
but also in other States, of the failure of the public school sys- 
tem as to results. 

The great outcry is against inefficient teachers. They are call- 
<ed smatterers, empirics, mechanical in their methods, superficial 
in their attainments. Much of this criticism is well founded ; yet 
the teachers are not entirely to blame. The stream cannot rise 
higher than its source. With no opportunities for education high- 
-er than those furnished by the primary schools themselves, how 
<5an it be expected that they should be thoroughly qualified ? 
, Nine-tenths of the teachers of West Virginia have never had 
any advantages beyond those of the primary schools of their 
neighborhood, and they are simply perpetuating the evils of the 
system as they have learned them in the schoolroom. Institutes 
-do something, but they cannot be expected to do much toward 
raising the standard of qualification. The mechanical methods 
and superficial knowledge of teachers cannot be got rid of until 
the teachers have better facilities for education. The primary 
€chools must be lifted up by giving the teachers better instruc- 
tion, and we cannot give our teachers better instruction until we 
-establish a system of higher schools, where, in common with all 
x)thers who choose to attend, they may be better taught, and 
taught far beyond the subjects they are required to teach. It is 
a well recognized educational maxim, that no teacher is properly 
qualified to teach a school of given grade until he has been 
thoroughly instructed in the next higher grade. The primary 
teacher in the vast majority of our schools must be also a gram- 
mar-school teacher, because he has pupils of all grades. Hence a 
system of high schools or secondary schools is necessary to the 
highest efficiency of the primary schools. 

These secondary schools should be taught by the best instruct- 
ors to be obtained. The teachers should all be liberally educated 
men and women. By " liberally educated " I mean educated in 
the true sense, not mere book-teachers, mechanical in method 
and bound down by a superficial notion of the object and pro- 
cess of their work, but thoroua:h masters of their profession, 
w^idely knowledged^ thoroughly developed and cultured, master 
of their own persons and tastes, able to apply the most intelli- 
gent methods and develop the highest power and efficiency in the 
pupil. 

But such teachers can come only from the highest educational 
institutions, the college and the university, where they have had 
the benefit of such instructions themselves. From these they may 
£0 down to the secondary or high schools and lift them up, and with 
them, elevate the primary system. Then a complete system of 
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public education implies, of a necessity, a primary system, a sec- 
ondary system and a university or college at the head. 

Let us apply these observations to the public school system of 
West Virginia. We are fortunate beyond most of the States in 
the Union in the fact that we are not cursed with a score or more 
of second or third rate colleges struggling for existence and hence 
preventing any decent standard of scholarship in their graduates^ 
One of the States, for example, has about forty colleges and so- 
called universities. They are all trying to Jive, and are holding^ 
out all sorts of inducements to students, chief among which ia 
the crowding into a course of two or three years what ought to be 
given in four or five. The result is superficiality, as a. rule, in 
the graduates, which they carry down with them into the high 
schools and the grammar schools, and these, in their turn, carry 
it down into the primary school. The evil works in both direc- 
tions. What is the result? One of the ablest men in this coun- 
try in the educational field characterized the situation of the 
schools of the State in question by the statement that " they 
have the dry rot and cannot improve because the State cannot. 
set up a high standard of liberal education on account of the 
competition among its colleges." 

In West Virginia we are free from this drawback. We have 
only the State University and Bethany College. The University 
can afford to maintain a high standard of scholarship. By plac- 
ing her graduates in the State Normal Schools she can maintain a. 
high standard for the teachers who get their training there. But 
the University cannot reach the primary school directly. She 
can only do so indirectly through a systf m of secondary schools 
or high schools in the various counties, where University students- 
can be brought into contact with the higher work of the general 
system and work down through there to the primary itself. We 
cannot expect more of the primary teachers until they have facil- 
ities for obtaining better instruction. When that is done, the 
standard for primary teachers can be raised and ought to be 
raised. 

Another benefit of the secondary schools is that they will, in 
time, enable the Normal Schools to confine themselves to their 
legitimate work of training teachers in the art of teaching, and 
relegate the teaching of the academic and scientific studies, ta 
the high schools. The teaching force of the primary schools y^ ill 
then be constantly fed more and more from above, and its stand- 
ard and eflBciency will thus be constantly maintained and ad- 
vanced, instead of working as it now does in a vicious circle of 
mechanical superficiality. 

A third benefit of the system of secondary schools will be the 
opportunities given for many young men, (and young women 
also) to prepare themselves at comparatively small expense, to 
the university or such other college as they may choose. This ia 
by no means the least important function of the secondary schools. 
They here supply the link between the primary system below 
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and the university above. In this view they are abeolafely es- 
sential to the enlarged usefulness of the university, 

la fact, we must have these secondary schools if we are to have 
anything higher than primiiry education for the overwhelming 
majority of our you^h. One of the most important phenomenon 
of the educational history of this country, especially west of the 
Alleghany mountains, is the almost total disappearance of the 
private academies, which thirty years ago were considered essen- 
tial in every intelligent progressive community. £xcept in the 
older Eastern States where they were establibhed years ago by 
endowments before the public school system was developed, the 
private academy is almost unknown except in the largest towns 
and cities, where the accumulation of wealth enables a few per- 
sons to send their sons to these private institutions. But the 
competition of the free public schools has almost exterminated 
the private academy in the W« stern Sti^tes. It has almost done 
so in West Virginia. The people are taxed for the public schools, 
and they say we must pay taxes for free schools and at the same 
time send our children to private schools at our own expense. It 
is well for us, therefore, to realize the fact that the private acad- 
emy, as a link in the educational system, is a thing of the past. 
What shall take its place f There is but one answer to this ques- 
tion — namely, the public high school or secondary school. 

The development of these schools in some of the Western States 
has been phenomenal. The State of Indiana has almost one hun- 
dred high schools, having a course of study which prepares pupils 
to enter the State University. The great University of Michigan 
owes its prosperity, in great measure, to the fact that Dr. Tappan, 
its former president, conceived the plan of establishing these high 
schools in the various towns of the State with courses of study 
preparatory to the university course, and taught by men ap- 
proved by the authorities of the university. The system was 
adopted and there are now more than forty of these schools in the 
State of Michigan which send their products directly to the uni- 
versity. The result is that the University of Michigan is exerting, 
through its products sent down to these high schools, an elevating 
influ<^nce uoon the whole system of public education in 
the State, which can scarcely be now estimated in its ultimate 
effects. The State of Minnesota is moving in the same direction 
as also are the States of Iowa and Nebraska. 

How shall we proceed to establish these schools in West Vir- 
ginia ? Let us follow the example of other States. Let us not be 
too hide bound or conceited to learn from our neighbors. Let 
there be an act of the Legislature providing a scheme for the es- 
tablishment of at least one high school in each county of the 
State, with a provision that for a certain number oi years, say six, 
or eight, or ten years, the State will appropriate, fcr the pay of 
teachers in every such school, the annual sum of $300, or $400, or 
$500, as may be expedient, provided^ that the educational author- 
ities of the county will raise, by local taxation, the remaining sum 
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necessary to carry on the school. In this way the local interest 
in the school will be encouraged, and when once such a school 
has been established in a county and successfully conducted for 
ten years, the people will gladly pay the whole of the tax for its 
support. Such a high school in every county would at once lead 
to the unification of the whole primary system of the county, 
from the fact that the course of study in the primary schools 
would be arranged so as to lead to the high school. It would lead 
to the grading of county schools on some rational basis, and vastly 
increase the efficiency of the primary teacher from having his 
school always graded. 

But how shall the funds be provided by the State ? For this 
plan assumes that there may be a possible expenditure trom the 
-State treasury of $20,000 to $30,000 annually, if every county 
should establish a high school. It can be done without a dollar 
of increased taxation. Let the fund known as the ^^Irreducible 
School Fund" as at present constituted, be held as it now is and 
the annual interest appropriated as it now is, to the general dis- 
tributable fund. Let the fundg, however, by which the Irreduci- 
ble School Fund has been built up, be hereafter devoted to this 
purpose of establishing and developing the high schools. This 
fund now amounts to an annual sum of at least $30,000, and will 
be sufficient to meet any possible demands from the high system 
school as proposed. The policy heretofore pursued in this State, 
of accumulating a permanent school fund for the benefit of future 
:generations, is to my mind, a penny- wise policy. Future genera- 
tions will be more able to pay taxes than this generation, and our 
<;ontributions in the way of taxes should be applied to the better- 
ment and developing of the system, so as to give our children a 
better chance in the race of life than their fathers have had. If 
they fail to appreciate the benefits of the system and prove un- 
willing to bear the burden for themselves, so much the worse for 
them. 

The present is an auspicious time for this addition to our public 
school system. The State of West Virginia is on the eve of a 
boom development. Railroads are opening up the State from all 
sides, and population will follow. Let us offer to the coming im- 
migrant as good facilities for the education of his children as he 
can find in any Western State. Let us recognize the fact that 
after all the true foundation for the future greatness of a people 
and the perpetuity of free institutions, is the individual intelli • 
gence and virtue of its citizens, and to develop these in the 
citizen the most important factor, next to the home is a complete 
and thorough system of education. 
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THE IDEAL EDUCATION FOR WEST VIRGINIANS. 

BY DR. D. B. PURINTON, VICE PRESIDENT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY* 
[Bead before the Inter-State EducatioDal meeting at Mt. Lake Park, July 19, 188S.] 

A true ideal is unattainable. To touch it, is to destroy it. Not 
to grasp for it, is to lose it. It offers itself to us, draws us for- 
ward, and then escapes our embrace, with just enough disap- 
pointment to increase desire and renew effort But, the oftener 
it thus eludes us, the more surely does it become our inalienable 
possession. A man must attempt to realize his ideal, or must 
^ve it up. And herein resides its value. Paradoxical as it may 
seem, he who has attained his ideal is scarcely less pitiable than 
he who has none to attain, and certainly the man without an 
ideal is of all men the most miserable. Like a rudderless ship, 
he becomes the victim of circumstances. Disastrous wreck is 
Bure to follow his first encounter with the storm. He can- 
not stand, because the enduring substance of life is not in 
him. But he who has a true ideal and holds it, is invincible. No 
environment can control him, no combination absorb him, no ad- 
versary destroy him, for he has within himself that which laughs 
at destruction and abides forever. 

The ideal is the real, the substantial, the enduring. As in the 
material world, the type is everywhere superior to the individual, 
the species, or even the genus itself, so in the domain of mind is 
the ideal the condition of the actual — the very prototype of all 
worthy thought and action. In this intensely practical age, the 
truth just stated is in great danger of being overlooked and even 
ignored. But let it never be denied that the greater the number 
of lofty ideals any man may have, the better it will be for him- 
self and for his race. The possession of a dozen or a hundred 
<5an in no wise injure him. If these observations be correct, it 
maybe wise to turn aside a little from the more practical aspects 
•of our high calling as teachers, and consider the Ideal Education. 

A careful analysis discloses three elements in all education, 
viz : Its purpose, its methods, and its results. Any adequate dis- 
cussion of the Ideal in Education must manifestly attend to all 
these elements. It will be impossible to compass so much, how- 
ever, in the limited time allotted to this paper. The discussion 
will therefore be directed to the legitimate results of an ideal 
education — the proper fruitage of rational and moral growth — 
and will be confined specially to those things which seem more 
particularly needful to the on-coming generations of West Vir- 
ginians. All honor to the work and the workers in other and 
older States, and especially our sister State, upon the heights of 
whose borderland we are so courteously invited to meet. I yield 
to no West < Virginian in honoring our co-laborers in the goodly 
State of Maryland, in appreciating their work so nobly brought 
hitherto, and in ardently hoping for its still more abundant en- 
largement in the years to come. If any of you who are not West 
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Virginians may find in this paper anything which is in the slight- 
est degree suggestive or helpful, it will be doubly gratifying to 
the writer. 

1. The Ideal Education must, first of all, be physical. It must 
produce a vigorous, healthy, active body. That familiar motto^ 
^^Sana mens in corpore sano^'^ is as wise as it is old, and applies 
to all education at alHimes and in all places. The child is first 
of all an animal, then an intelligence, then a high spiritual being; 
and he who would preside successfully over its development must 
have due regard to this essential relation of its three-fold nature. 
The most magnificent temple whose proud form rears itself 
n thwart the sky, and whose glittering spires pierce the very- 
heavens, is nevertheless founded in the dust of the earth. £jqA 
so the sublimest structure of human intelligence and and virtue 
which any teacher may be able to rear, must always rest on the 
fleshy elements of the body. 

But these observations derive a special force when applied ta 
West Virginia. Most of our people live in the country. A care- 
ful estimate will show that about four-fifths of the youth of our 
State are accustomed, in early life, to that purity of air and that 
vigor of exercise which a ceaseless alternation of hills and val- 
leys make both possible and necessary. Climbing hills, thread- 
ing valleys, roaming over forests, fishing, hunting, farming, sow- 
ing, reaping, plowing, feeding, milking, washing, gardening — 
these are the occupations from which our young people come into 
the schools. Now it is very evident that in the utter change of 
habits incident to the education of such youth, the greatest caro 
must be taken lest the mind be developed at the expense of the 
body, till the increasiog vigor of the one shall only serve to em- 
phasize the untimely death of the other. 

Moreover, this vigor of body is not to be found in the skating 
rinks, the walking match, the base ball club or any other of the 
so-called athletic sports which, as a rule, are as useless, villainoua 
and hurtful as they are popular. The national game is a national 
disgrace. The average athlete dies early — thereby conferring & 
favor upon the world in general and the science of education in 
particular. Forsaking all such false and unnatural resorts, let 
the youth of our State be trained in the manual labor school^ 
where strength of body, deftness of hand and usefulness of pur- 
pose may be naturally combined with a vigorous development of 
the mental powers. 

2. But again our education must be symmetrical. It must at- 
tend alike to all the elemeats of the mind. It was a favorite 
aphorism of Sir Wm. Hamilton that "There is nothing great in 
the world but man, and nothing great in man but mind^'^ If this 
be true, no time-serving abridgements must be allowed, no short- 
cuts must be taken in developing all the faculties of the child's 
intellect. Nothing is made by crowding or shortcoming. The 
geography of our mountain State affords so many forcible illus- 
trations of the truth that the longest way around is often tihe 



BEPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTBNDEHT. 51 

shortest way to the point. Abbe Terrasson once said : "Many a 
book would be much shorter if it were not so short ;" and I have 
often thought that if the education of many a youth had been 
five years longer, it would have been ten years shorter. Young 
America is proverbially impatient of restraints ; but he is equally 
impatient of delays. He gels an idea into his head and proceeds 
forthwith to carry it out. Our West Virginia youth, it must be 
admitted, are pre eminently American. They are in a hurry. 
They want to do something in the world. They want to do it 
now. They have a mission. They think the world cannot possi- 
bly wait any longer. True, they are not yet out of their teens, 
but they are firmly convinced that the "wreck of matter and the 
crash of worlds" will become a fearful reality, unless they come 
to the rescue, and that right early. 

It is the duty of teachers to disabuse their minds on this point, 
and to pour into their fevered spirits large lotions of the comfort- 
ing truth that the world is in no sort of a hurry for them, that she 
does not want them till they are ready, and that she is more than 
willing to grant them all needed time for preparation. No better 
service can be rendered the youth of our State than to convince 
them that the true end of education is the vigorous and symme- 
trical development of all their powers of mind and body ; and 
that such studies must be pursued, such methods employed and 
such periods of time consumed as may be needful tor the ad- 
equate accomplishment of this purpose. 

3. But, on the other hand, the ideal education for West Vir- 
ginians must be intensely practical. In preparing for life, the 
probable uses of life must not be overlooked. It is true that 
character is more than calling ; the man is infinitely more than 
the mechanic, the farmer, the orator the statesman, or the philo- 
sopher. I have no sympathy whatever with the views of Presi- 
dent Elliott. Charles Francis Adams and others, whose logic 
would seem to confine the studies of youth to the mere imple- 
ments of after-work. The gymnastic force of learning is it« 
chief value. Let the Greek be mastered still, even though its 
polished periods are left forever at the college door. 

And yet the bread-and-butter argument has its proper place 
and is proper in its place. Of two courses of study which are 
equally fitted to develop the mind, that one should be chosen 
wnich best accords with the tastes and the necessities of future 
life. Particularly is this important in a State like West Virginia, 
with its 16,000 square miles of coal — more than that of Pennsyl- 
vania, and fifty per cent, more than that of all Great Britain — 
with its immense deposits of iron ore, lime, clay, and building 
stone, with its 10,000 square miles of the purest salt, and nearly 
twice that number of excellent timber lands, whereon stand 
trees worth $1,000 each, and no less than $75,000,000 in the aggre- 
gate, and with its present and prospective gas and oil fields 
thought by scientists to be the finest in the world. 

We will gladly welcome foreign capital and foreign enterprise 
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within the borders of our State. Let the Immigration Boom boom 
on. And yet, in the sisterhood of States, shall we never be great 
either intrinsically or relatively till we learn td do our own work 
with our own hands — till West Vir^nia resources shall be devel- 
oped by West Virginia brain and West Virginia brain, educated 
on West Virginia soil. 

4. Modesty is another product of true education. Doubtless ^'a 
little learning; is a dangerous thin^," in more senses than one. It 
tends to inflate its x>ossessor with undue vanitv and conceit. 
When attending a preparatory school and carrying under my 
classical arm a copy of P Virgilius Marc — clavip, notes and all — I 
was a far greater Latin scholar than at any time since. When 
as a youthful cadet I was unexpectedly promoted to the high and 
responsible office of 4th Corporal in Company "B,^' it made me at 
once a great military commander ; but my greatness in that line 
has diminished ever since. Doubtless many of us look back to 
some such foolish conceits, realize with the utmost chagrin that 
"childhood and youth is vanity." Certain it is that the teacher 
has much to do in regulating this unfortunate tendency. The 
child must be stimulated but not inflated, encouraged, but not flat- 
tered. It is greatly to be feared that some of us in our commend- 
able zeal to stir the ambition of the ingenous youth under our 
care, may have overdone the thing in-many cases. It is estimated, 
at any rate, that there are to-day on West Virginia soil some 
20,000 boys who expect to go to Congresp, 7,560 who will stand 
for Governor, and no less than 852 future Presidents of the Re- 
public. It has even been intimated that the great, forth coming, 
world-renowned Cosmarch himself is about to issue out of the red 
brush and tan-bark swamps of West Virginia. "Brethren, these 
things ought not so to be." Let the boys and girls be made am- 
bitious without egotism, energetic without conceit. The true 
scholar, profoundly convinced of how much he does not know, 
will never be vain of the little he does know. A great man is 
great in his simplicity. 

5. My fifth proposition is that the ideal education is progressive. 
It makes a man alert, active and open-eyed. It leads him to be- 
lieve in the past indeed, but much in the future. It delivers him 
from forever looking backward for the golden age, and finding 
nothing good since the days of the fathers. He is anxious for 
for improvement, and heeds every reasonable suggestion looking 
thereto. He is not afraid of new theories. Count Tolstoi in edu- 
cation, D'Alviella in religion and Spencer in philosphy are ac- 
corded a careful and respectful hearing. The good is received and 
the bad rejected with equal facility. With him the dicta of good 
men even, are not ultimate authority. Beason is his guide. 
Superstition has no power over him. He does not believe the 
earth to be an immense rectangle because Cosmas, a learned monk 
did. Nor does he agree with Saint- Pierre that the melon is 
divided into sections by nature for* family eating. Nor yet does 
he ascribe all human attributes to God, and regard him as an in- 
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tensified man simply because the church once did. The doctrine 
of the Church in this regard is well illustrated by the famous 
miracle plays 80 popular in the mediaeval ages. You remember 
that three stages were employed — the upper middle and lower — 
representing respectively heaven, earth and hell. It is related 
that in the midst of one of the favorite plays representing the 
Crucifixion, an angel rushes excitedly on the upper stage where 
God, the Father, lies sleepiug, and says : "Awake! awake! Al- 
mighty Father ! There are those begjrarly Jews killing your Son, 
and you here asleep like a drunkard." Whereupon the Father 
arouses himself, rubs his Rip Van Winkle eyes and coolly replies, 
"Devil take me if I new a thing about it." The man of progress 
in any age, rejects such shocking views of God, even though they 
were approved by the Church, and enacted for the spiritual in- 
struction of the people. 

6. But, furthermore, the ideal education makes a man hroad 
minded and considerate of others. The more one knows, the 
more he can know and the more he wants to know. And every 
advance in knowledge gives him an increased estimate of the 
value of his humanity. But his own humanity is nothing more 
than that of his neighbor — and, indeed, of all his brethren every- 
where. And so it comes to pass that he who knows most of him* 
self thinks most of others. He views himself as related to others 
recognizes their rights, and strives for their good no lees than for 
hi^ own. All true education is at war with selfishness and mere 
thoughtless self-seeking. This principle was most intensely con- 
ceived and eloquently expressed by that prince among teachers, 
Thomas Arnold, ot Kugby. He was constantly ambitious to instil 
into every student of his that "moral thoughtfulne^s" which he 
was accustomed to define as "the inquiring love of goodness." The 
man to whom this two fold love is an abiding inspiration will for^ 
get himself and deal generously with all his human brethren. 

7. My next proposition asserts that the ideal education makes 
men honest. An honest man pays his debts, returns lost goods^ 
and gives an equivalent in every bargain. But more than this: 
The truly honest man has that intellectual honesty which loves 
truth for its own sake, and is at once the friend to all progress and 
the ioe to all prejudice. Such a man puts behind him all idols, 
whether of the den, the tribe, or the theatre, empties himself of 
vain conceits, and opens his mind to the free access of new truth. 
He has, indeed, the courage of his convictions and dares to stand 
by them. But he has likewise that other form of courage which 
is unfortunately as rare as it is needful among mankind — namely, 
the courage to challenge his own convictions, and if need be, to 
abandon them. Without such courage, faith degenerates into 
credulity, conviction stagnates into stubbornness and all progress 
becomes impossible. Mr. Lecky has well said that "when credu- 
lity is inculcated as a virtue, falsehood will not long be stigma- 
tized as a vice." To be intellectually honest, every man must do 
Jiifl own thinking. To pin one's faith to the robe of a priest, the 



54 FAEB SCHOOLS. 

sword of a conqnerer or the toga of a philosopher, is as cowardly 
as it is contemptible. Let all our youth be constantly taught that 
it is a« dishonest to purloin thought as to steal money, that it is as 
mean to use an unfair argument as to cheat in trade, and that it is 
baser to appropriate feloniously the intellectual substance of an- 
other than to leave an honest debt unpaid. Let t^em likewise be 
exhorted not to believe anything because it is old or respectable 
or convenient, but at whatever cost, with brave hearts and willing 
feet, to follow the truth whithersoever the truth shall lead them. 
A generation of such honest thinkers and honest workers can do 
wonders for the financial, social, educational, political, moral and 
religious development of West Virginia. 

8. But there is another element of an ideal education which is 
specially needful in our Mountain State. It is the cultivation of 
laste. Nature has furnished us with much of the rugged, the 
strong, the sublime, and there is great danger lest we overlook 
her finer, gentler teachings. Vigor is desirable, but rudeness is 
not. I have no admiration for the diletante or the dude; but the 
learned boor is none the less ofiensive. An educated man is un- 
der double obligation to pay due regard to the decencies of life, 
the amenites of society and the requirements of a refined taste. 
Moreover, it is specially true in these things that ''the boy is 
father to the man," and that therefore the manners and customs 
of our boys and girls when they leave the schools of the State, 
are to detiermine the future homes and social compacts of the 
State. Viewed in this light the average West Virginia school 
house has a forlorn and dangerous look. All honor to the State 
for having built so many temples of learning, however plain and 
poor they may be ! But they are built, let them now be beautiful. 
Let plant aad flower and tree and paint and picture and needle 
do their work till each individual school house shall become "a 
thing of beauty and a joy forever." 

9. Again, and finally, the ideal education is devout. It leads 
man to himself, to nature, and no less to God. And this it must 
do. The religious nature of the child is the strongest, holiest and 
best there is in him. No educator can afibrd to ignore or neglect 
it. The heart elements are the determining factor of every man's 
life. We aie wont to boast that this is an age of reason, and that 
mind now rules the world ; but we forget that heart rules mind, 
and that God rules the heart. Say what you will, the religion of 
a man, an age, or a nation, determines the character thereof. He 
is greatly to be pitied whose studies have led him to regard the 
Bible as a Hebrew myth,^miracles an impossibility and prayer a 
delusion. He is little better, who sees no God in nature ; but 
who, if there be any God at all, regards Him, in the expressive 
language of Thomas Carlyle, as an '^absentee God who has been 
sitting, since the first Sabbath, at the outside of his universe, and 
idly watching it go." Such a student, in his search for truth, has 
blindly missed the source of all truth. There is a deplorable ten- 
dency in this age to deny the fundamental beliefs of mankind, 
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and ignore the very principles on which all knowledge rests. 
Even the youth in our schools have caught the contagion, and 
many a beardless boy has already discovered that there is no God, 
no Bible, no heaven, no hell, no immortal spirit Perhaps he 
may be excused for thus glorying in his shame and pitiably parad- 
ing his brutish ignorance as an evidence of liberality and mental 
vigor. But surely that teacher who gives color to such puerile 
and dangerous sentiments is utterly inexcusable. He must know 
better. Atheism is a mere negation ; and irreligion a mental and 
moral void. The ideal educator invariably leads his pupils, with- 
out arrogance or pride, to the feet of Him, without whom nothing 
<5an be great or strong or wise or good. Let the youth of our 
Mountain State be thus led ; let the eyes of their understanding 
be opened to behold God in truth, and truth in everything ; let 
them be humble enough to receive the truth, earnest enough to 
find it, and brave enough to maiatain it. Then, and not till then, 
will we fulfill our high destiny, and take our rightful place in the 
Sisterhood of States. 

West Virginia I land of mountains, 

Peaceful vales and sunny sky ; 
Land of rippling streams and fountains, 

Making Joyous melody 
On their Journey to the sea; 

Strength of soul and peace unbroken, 

Let thy bounteous gifts betoken. 
Through the years that are to be. 

West Virginia ! land of beauty. 

Smiling fields and fragrant flowers— 
Ood's own thoughts of love and duty. 

Written on the passing hours- 
Let thy beauty never die ; 

Breathe its spirit o'er thy daughters,— 

Purer than thy purest waters. 
Fairer than thy fairest sky. 

West Virginia ! land of treasure 

Buried in the silent earth- 
Nature's gift in boundless measure 

Waiting him who calls it forth. 
Be that wealth no longer lost. 

Let thy sons with regal spirit, 
Claim the kingdom they inherit, 

Whatsoe'er that claim may cost. 

West Virginia! stand thou ever 
On thy hills of truth and right, 

Let thy sons and daughters never 
Compromise in Virtue's fight. 

Be their years, of age or youth, 
Crowned with diadems of beauty- 
Sanctified to God and duty. 

At the holy shrine of Truth. 
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STOEER COLLEGE. 

Haeper's Fbrry, W. Va,, December 15, 1888: 
Hon. B. S, Morgan, 

State Superintendent of Schools of West Virgiaiia^ Charleston*, 
West Virginia: 

This institution, though chartered as a college, does not at- 
tempt to do college work proper, but confines itself mainly to 
normal school work, giving some attention to college fitting, and 
more to substantial training. 

Our reasons for making the State Normal department the lead- 
ing one, are simply that the demand for well trained teachers 
among the colored people is still obvious and pressing, while the 
few who are in condition to enter upon a college course find 
plenty of doors open to them elsewhere. 

Of the two hundred pupils connected with the school during, 
the year ending in July, all but about twenty-five were connected 
with the Normal Department. Eight graduated, May 30. 

The State paj s for tuition and use of books for eighteen pupils, 
while tuition and room rent, and also books, are furnished about 
thirty annually by the school, in the name of the State. 

In the State Normal Department, we give especial attention to 
reading, aiming all the while to cultivate a taste for good reading. 

Reading loFSons are continued daily during the whole course, 
using a variety of reading books from standard American and 
English authors, making prominent American history and the 
constitution of the United States. 

In mathematics, we complete the practical arithmetic and give 
one year to algebra and geometry. We give several terms to 
geography, and are well supplied with maps and globes.* 

We teach grammar in our preparatory department, but do not 
introduce the text book until the pupil enters upon the normal 
course. We think much time is wasted by allowing pupils to be- 
gin the study before they are prepared for it. 

Among the sciences, we make physiology the most prominent, 
though natural philosophy and the elements of chemistry and 
geology are taught for at least one term to each class. 

We have introduced Yaggy's Anatomical Chart in addition to 
our regular text books. 

A Bible lesson is given to the whole school on Sunday and 
Monday of each week. 

Lessons and lectures are given from time to time in the art of 
teaching and governing schools, but on account of the limited 
means of our pupils, we are not able to keep them long enough 
to give them the professional drill that many schools do. 

While most of our pupils come from very humble and illiterate 
homes, they generally show a desire to work and submit to whole- 
some discipline, so that we find great encouragement in laboring;: 
for them. 
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The immediate and pressing want of the school is an enlarged 
and more effective Industrial Department. We only lack the 
means to put it in immediate operation. We are watching and 
waiting for some door to open up to us a way Jto do much more 
in this direction than we are now able to do. 

It is no doubt well known that the school depends mainly on 
the gifts of the benevolent for its support. It owns in buildings, 
lands and invested funds a property valued in round numbers at 
$100,000, but it could not do its work for a single year without 
the gifts of the benevolent. 

N. 0. Brackett, 
Principal. 
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SUMMARY OF THE STATISTICS. 



SCHOOL ORGANIZATION. 

Sub-districts in 1888 ^ « 4,802 

Sub-districts in 1887 - 4,288 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 119 

Increase of 1887 over 1886........................ 141 



Total Increase in two years *, 260 

School districts in 1888 ..^ 8T7 

School districts in 1887 .*. ..— 874 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 8 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 2 



Total increase in two years „ 5 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Trame, 1888 8,299 

Frame, 1887 8,162 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 187 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 « 229 



Total increase in two years 866 

Brick and stone, 1888 116 

Brick and stone, 1887 « „ 122 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 6 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 „ 8 



Total increase in two years 8 

Log, 1888 1,152 

Log, 1887 1,181 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 ^ 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 „.... 88 

Total decrease in two years „ 61 
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Total houses in 1888 ......».m...*.— .•••»• ——^ ».............•...•« 4,507 

Total houses in 1887 «. - 4,465 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 m». 102 

I ncrease of 18o7 over 1886 ~ 20 

Total increase in two years ~ ^ — . 805 

Bented houses, 1888 ~.^ » 120 

Rented houses, 1887 ^ ~ 112 

Increase of 1888 over 1887..............^........^ 232 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 ~ »...^...............^ 10 

Net increase in two years 1 222 

Houses built, 1888 « 227 

Houses built, 1887 186 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 « 41 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^.......» -—^ ^ I 

Total increase in two years ~..-^....m. „ 42 

Total school rooms, 1888 * 5,197 

Total school rooms, 1887 4,828 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 « «.. 874 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^......^ 126 

Total increase in two years m 499 

Keoitation rooms only. 1888 290 

Recitation rooms only, 1887 ^ 805 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 «. 15 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 168 

^et increase in two years » 148 

Houses with improved desks, 1888 1,541 

Houses with Improved desks, 1887 1,881 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^ 160 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 220 

Total increase in two years 880 

Houses with apparatus, 1888 888 

Houses with apparatus, 1887 ...^ 1,115 

Decrease of 1P88 from 1887 277 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 185 

Net decrease in two years • 92 

Buildings fenced, 1888 « 322 

BuildlBjcs fenced, 1887 „ 834 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 12 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 50 

Total decrease in two years 62 

Improved grounds, 1888......... • 232 

Improved grounds, 1887 182 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 50 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 « « 10 

Total increase in two years 60 

No, volumes in library, 1888 2,605 

No. volumes in library, 1887 1,968 
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Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Decrease of 1887 over 1886 



Net decrease in two years. 



687 
1,887 



760- 



VALUATION OP SCHOOL PROPERTY. 



Houses, 1888. 
Houses, 1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887.. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886... 



1,663,332 
1672,780 

945 
62,818 



Total Increase for two years .9 



Land, 1888 
Land, 1887 . 



53,87a 

201,960 
191,491 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 f 10.475 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 , 7,262 



Total increase f 17,737 

Furniture, 1888 ^.f 160,896 

Furniture, 1887 156,964 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 . 
Increase of 1887 over 1886 



8,932 
33,279 



Total increase in two years $ 37,211 

Apparatus, 1888 ? 10,528 

Apparatus, 1887 11,792 



Decrease of 18^8 from 1887 f 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 



1,264 
2,857 



Total decrease In two years. 



Libraries, 1888. 
Libraries, 1887. 



4,121 

6,741 
8,09» 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887. 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886. 



857 
2,74 



Total decrease in two years f 8,104 

Total value of all school property, 1888 2,044,456 



Total value of all school property, 1887. 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 f 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 «^ 

Total increase in two years $ 

Average value of school houses in 1888. | 

Average value of school houses in 1887 

Increase of 1883 from 1887 f 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 



2,041,128 

8^^ 
76,181 

79,500 

614 
361 

25 
380 



Total decrease in two years....... $ 



180 



ENUMERATION, ENROLLMENT, DAILY ATTENDANCE AND PERCENTAGE 

OF EACH. 



Youtfi8 Betweeen Six and Sixteen Years of Age* 



White males, 1888. 
White males, 1887. 



Increase of 1888 over 1887.... 
Increase of 1887 over 1886.... 

Increase in two years 



98,686 
91,442 



2,194 
2.000 



4.20S 
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White females, 1888 « 87,887 

White females, 1887 85,658 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 « 2,329 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 2,274 

Increase In two years « 4,608 

Colored males, 1888« 3,822 

Oolored males, 1887 .^ 3,806 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^ 16 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 110 



Increase in two years 126 

Oolored females, 1888 « ^ 3,990 

Colored females, 1887 3 695 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 295 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 7 



. Increase in two years ...„ 802 

White, 1888 181,623 

White, 1887 , TtV^ 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 „ 4,528 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 4,283 

Increase in two years 8,806 

Colored, 1888 7,812 

Colored. 1887 7 501 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 811 

Increase of 1887 over 18:?6 «««. 117 



Increase in two years 428 

Males, 1888 97,458 

Males, 1887 95,248 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 2 210 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 2,191 

Increase in two years 4.329 

Females, 1888 ^,.^ 91,977 

Females, 1887 ^ 89,358 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 2,624 

Increase of 1887 over 1889 2;281 

Increase in two years 4,905 

1888 189,435 

18887.. 184,601 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 ;4,834 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 4,400 

Increase in two years 9,234 

Youth from Sixteen to Twenty-one Tears of Age. 

White males, 1888 84,116 

White males, 1887 33,084 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 -....^ 1,032 

Increase pf 1887 over 1886 „ ^ 869 



Increase In two years « „ 1,901 
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'Wbltefeliutlea,lS87.... 
[DcreaH* ot ltS8 over I 



Decrease ol 1887 o 



urease ot 1887 o' 
iDcrease in tn 
Colored, 1888.... 



3,lte 
1,44& 

MM 



M,S11 

lion 



Colored, 1887.. 
noreaae of 1888 over iSBT 
m'saae of IS87 over lB8tl_.. 
iDcroBso In two ;ear8 



B1,IM 
10,30- 



iseof ISSTover iSsil 

Tot»l iDorease in two yean 

Totol yontb between tlx and twent;-ODe years, 1 
Total ;outh between six and twenty-one years, i 



'.aereaae of 1897 over 
Total looreaM in 
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JPupila Enrolled in School^ 1887, 

Males 95,089 

Females 84,418 

Total 179,5(7 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 9,744 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 „ 7,250 

Total increase in two years ^ ^ 16,994 

Average Daily Attendance, 1888. 

Hales ^^ 63,492 

Females 58,528 

Total a. - „ 122,020 

Average Daily Attendance, 1887. 

Males : 57,815 

Females ....M. 50,478 

Total ^ 108,298 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 18,722 

Increase of 1887 over 1888 .^ 5.081 



Total increase in two years..... 18,808 

Per cent, of enrollment based on enumeration, 1888 76 

Per cent, of enrollment based on enumeration, 1887 72 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 4 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 



Tptal increase in two years. 



Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enumeration, 1888 48 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enumeration, 1887 44 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 » 4 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 a 



Total increase in two years. 



Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enrollment 1888 64 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enrollment 1887 60 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 4 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 1 



Total increase in two years » 5 

Number of PupiU Enrolled 16 Years of Age or more {less than 21.) 

For 1888, Males 18,956 

For 1888, Females 10,791 

Total « 24,747 

For 1887. Males « 10,827 

For 1887, Females........ 8,687 

Total 19,514 

Number of pupils enrolled first time 1888 20,454 

Number of pupils enrolled first time 1887 16,818 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 918 



Total increase in two years 4,564 



64 



FRBB SCHOOLS. 



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS CONCERNINQ PUPIIiS. 



Number eases Tardiness. 



1888. 
1887. 



»*#•**■••••••••»•••••••«• 



243,088 



IncreaBe of 1888 over 1887... 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886. < 



•—•»•>•••— — •••••»»•»••••—♦»♦•»•• 



78,348 
21,765 



Total increase in two years 



number cases Truancy, 



1888... 

1887... 



•»••••♦♦•••••> — •• — •>••#• — • 



58,568 



8,500 
2,806 



Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



•••••••••••••••••••• 



•••••••••«•••••»•••• 



1,255 
148 



Total increase in two years.....^. 



Number cases Corporal Punishment, 



1888 
1887. 



1,408 



15,464 
12,941 



Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



2,588 
MOO 



Total increase in two year#. 



8,829 



Number cases Suspension and Dismissal from ScTiooL 



1888 — 

1887...: 



288 
258 



Increase of 1888 over 1887... 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886. 



Net decrease in two years. 



26 

186 



141 



Number of Pupils neitlier Absent nor Tardp 



1888 

1887 

Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



Total decrease in two years. 



10.148 
8,761 
1,882 
2,199 



8,581 



Average age of Pupils, 



1888. 
1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887 

Increase of 1887 over 1886.... 

Total increase in two years. 



11 
11 



.8 



TEACHERS. 



Employed, 1888 „ Males, 

Employed, 1887 Males, 

Increase of 1S88 over 1887 Males, 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^....^ Males, 



8,880, 
3,857, 

^, 
117, 



Females, 1,858, 

Females, 1,782, 

Females, 126, 

Females, 47, 



Total, 5 288 
Total, 5,069 



Total, 
Total, 



149 
164 



Total Increase in two years Males, 140, Females, 178, Total, 818 
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Employed, 1888 White, 

Employed, 1887 White, 

Increase of 188S over 1887 White, 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 White, 

Total incr.r'aso in < wo years White, 

No 1 Certificates, 1888 Males, 

No. 1 Certificates, 1887 Males, 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 Males, 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 Males, 

Total increase for two years Males, 

No. 2 Certificates, 1888 Males, 

No. 2 Certificates, 1887 Males, 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 Males, 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 Males. 

Total decre«i8e for two years Males, 

No. 3 Certificates, 1888 Males, 

No, 3 Certificates, 1887 Males, 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 Male?, 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 Males, 

Total decrease in two years , Males, 

Total Certificates, 1888 

Total Certificetes, 1887 



5.065, 
5,023, 

242, 

284, 

2,348, 
2,201, 

~l47, 
61, 

208, 
787, 
888, 

101, 
92, 

193, 
198, 
221, 

~~25, 
*1, 



Colored, 
Colored, 

Colored, 



173, 
1C9, 



Colored, 


26, 


Colored, 

Females, 

Females, 


30, 
1,183, 
1090, 


Females, 
Females. 


[93, 
49, 


Females, 
Females, 
Females, 


142, 
553. 
576, 


Females, 
Females, 


23, 

87, 


Females, 
Females, 
Females, 


110, 
128, 
113, 


Females, 
Females, 


*15, 
9, 



21, Females, 



Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886 



Total increase for two years. 
*Increas?. 



*6, 



Total, 
Total, 


5,238 
5,192 


Total, 
Total, 


46 

, 268 


Total, 
Total, 
Total, 


314 

, 3,531 

3.291 


Total 
Total, 


, 240 
110 


Total, 
Toal 
Total 

Total, 
Total, 


350 
, 1,340 
, 1464 

124 
179 


Total, 
Total, 
Total, 


303 
324 
334 


Total, 
Total, 


10 
8 



Total. 18 
6,195 
5,0f9 



106 
281 



387 



INSTITUTFS. 



Number County, 1888 47 Number Peabody 

Number County, IS 7 52 Number Peabody 

Total number Peabody and county institutes for 1888 

Total number Peabody and county institutes for 1887 

Teachers enrolled, 1888 6,302 Average dally attendance, 1888 

Teachers enrolled, 1887 6 301 Average daily attendance, 1887 



Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



1 
213 



Total increase for two years. 
•-■'Decrease. 



214 

MISCELLANEOUS. 



10 

6 

57 

58 

5,332 

5,52^ 



*197 
314 



147 



Teachers who have taught ten years or more. 



1888. 
1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886... 



Net increase in two years. 



833 
855 



22 

91 



69 



Teachers who have taught five years and less than ten 



1888. 
1887. 



increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



Total increase in two years. 
9 



1,178 
1,153 



25 
132 



157 



£6 
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TecuiJiera Who Have Taughi Less than Five Years and More than One Tear, 



1888. 

.1887. 



Increase of 18S8 over 1887... 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886. 



^et increase in two years. 



2,258 
2,220 



88 
12 



21 



Teachers Who Have TaugM Less than One Year, 



1888. 
1887. 



Increase of 1888 over 1887.. 
•decrease of 1887 from 1886. 



Net decrease in two years. 



204 

197 



7 
66 



50 



Teachers Who Have Never Taught, 



1888 
1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887... 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886» 



Decrease in two years. 



1,581 
1,571 



40 
6 



46 



Teachers Who Have Attended One of the State Normal Sclwols, 



1888. 

1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886.. 



Increase in two years. 



1,224 
1,182 



8 
15 



I^a^hers Who Subscribe for Some Educaiional Journal, 



1888. 
1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886... 



Decrease in two years. 



2,185 
2,884 



149 
114 

"ii 



Teachers Who Have Taught the Same School Two or More Terms Be/ore the Present, 



1888. 

1887. 



Decrease of 1888 from 1887.. 
Decrease of 1887 from 1886.. 



Increase in two years. 



1,226 
1,272 



46 
208 



254 



NUMBER AND GRADE OF SCHOOLS. 



1888 High, 25, 

1887 «..High, 19, 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 High, 6, 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 High, 4, 



Graded. 215, 
Graded, 100, 

Graded, 115, 
Graded, 2, 



Common, 4,578, 
Common, 4,484, 

Common, 94, 
Common, 160, 



Increase in two years High, 10, Graded, 117, Common, 254, 



Total, 4,818 
4,608 



II 



11 
« 

II 




£81 
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Ma^es 

Females. 



Tot'H. 



TIME TAUGHT. 
MorUkaby White Teachers, 1888. 



14,485.7 
9,659.8 



24,145.5 



Males 

Females. 



Total. 



Montfis by White TeaeherSt 1887. 



iDcrease of 1888 over 1887. 
Increase of 1887 over 1886. 



Increase in two years. 



13,964.9 
7,512.6 



21,477.8 
2.668.2 
1,846.8 



4,561.0 



MorUfia by Colored Teachers^ 1888. 



Females . 



••••••••• 



Total 



MontTis by Colored Teachers^ 1887. 



Males 

Females . 

Total 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 
Increase of 1887 over 1886.. 



Increase in two years. 



Total months, 1888 Males, 

Total months, 1887 Males, 

Increase of 1888 over 1887. Males, 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^..Males, 



15,091.2, Females, 10,039.8, Total, 

14,531.7, Females, 7.836.5, Total, 

559.5, Females, 2,203.8, Total, 

1,791.0, Females, 289.2, Total, 

Total increase in two years..Males, 2,353.5, Females, 2,492.6, Total, 

Average Length of School Term in. Months, 



605.5 
880. 



986.5 



566.8 
323.9 



890.7 

94.8 
236.2 



3310 

25,181.0 
22,368.2 

2,763.8 
2,083.2 

4,847.0 



1888 ~. , 5 months, 2 days 

1887 4 months, 19 days 

Average Length of Term in Days, 



1888 
1887 



.^884 
..6,246 



Average Rate of Salaries Paid Teachers, 
Average Monthly Salary. 



1888 No. 1, »33.00, 

1887 No. 1, 31.52, 



No. 2, 12556, 
No. 2, 25.77, 



,No. 3 $20.25 
No. 3, 20.37 



Number and Class of Visitors, 



Visits by county superintendent 1888. 
Visits by county superintendent 1887... 



4,860 
4,417 



Increase of 1888 over 1887. 
Decrease of 1887 over 1886 



44? 
428 



Increase in two years. 



20 
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Visits by members of board of education, 188S 2,199' 

Visits by members of board of education, 1887 2,027 

Increase of 18S8 over 1887 172 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 9 

Total increase in two years 181 

Visits by trustees, 1888 15,129. 

Visits by trustees, 1887 ...— 14,936 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 193 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 : 309 



Decrease in two years 116- 

Visits by parents and guardians, 1888 17,740 

Vista by parents and guardians. 1887 16,17S 

Visits by other persons, 1888 63,239» 

Visits by otlier persons, 18S7 51,706 

Total visits by parents, guardians and others, 1888 80,979 

Total visits by parents, guardians and others, 1887 67,879> 

Increase of 188S over 1887 18,100 

Receipts and Disbursements of Teachers'* Fund for the Tears 
Ending June SO^ 1888^ and June 30^ 1887^ Compared with the- 
Year Ending June SO^ 1886, 

RECEIPTS, TEACHERS' FUND. 

General pcbool fund, 18=8 9 389,686 4^ 

General school fund, 1887 839.483 86 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 .^. 50,053 OS- 
Increase of 1887 over 1886 187,739 06 

Total increase in two years 9 237,792 14- 

District levies, 1888 ,..«.» S 885.417 29. 

District levies, 1887 i 402,689 77 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 9 17,272 48. 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 114 217 02 



Total decrease In two years 9 131,489 50 

1883. 

Railroad tax ^.. $ 33.561 16 

Redemption of delinquent lands 6.700 28 

Sales of delinquent lands 2,544 66. 

Tuition of pay pupils 1,042 17 

Board of examiners « 14 72- 

Other sources 17,278 12. 



Total for 1888 _ f 61,141 U 

1887. 

Railroad tax $ 81,125 3> 

Redemption delinquent lands 3.995 14 

Sales of delinquent lands : 2,302 59- 

Tuition of pay pupils 1,470 38. 

Board of examiners , , ^ 87 00 

Other sources 11,284 62 

Total for 1887 ^ 50,1750 
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Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 10,965 04 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 43,404 45 



Net decease in two years S 32,438 41 

Tot al receipts for 1888 957,313 55 

^-Total receipts for 1887 901,495 72 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 $ 55.817 83 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 57 255 33 



Total Increase in two years H 113,073 15 

Balance on hand June 30, 1888 S 121 218 71 

Balance on hand June 30, 1887 109,157 52 

'^'Including balance on hand at close of preceding year. 

DISBURSEMENTS, TEACHERS' FUND. 

No. 1. Teachers, 1888. 

^hite male 886.086 42 

White female 238,778 49 

Total for white 9 574,864 91 

•Colored male I 12,491 70 

Colored Female 7,445 01 

Total for colored ? 19,936 71 

No 1. Teachers, 1887, 

White male $ 812,336 36 

White female 190,746 01 

Total for white 9 503,082 37 

Colored male « 11,169 00 

Colored female ..«». ...» 2 925 60 



Total for colored ....« Z 14,094 60 

Total for No. 1, 1888 9 594,801 62 

Total for No. 1, 1887 517.176 97 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 « ..S 77,624 65 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 30,659 49 



Total increase in two years 9 108,284 14 

No. 2 Teachers, 1888. 

White males « 85,657 76 

White females « 62,597 68 

Total for White 9 148,255 44 

•Colored Males 9 4,418 45 

•Colored females 4,352 00 

Total for colored...... f 8,770 45 

No 2. TeacTierSf 1887. 

White males « « 89 3««5 03 

White females 61,377 91 

. Total for white « 9 140,742 94 
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OoJored feiiial&i,.,^....——mm^—*—m, ...^^^..^ ....... — — ....m..~ 8,000 77 

Total for colored. ~ ...—.. ~....f 8,7i6 89 

Total forVo, 2^ 1888.mm.«.« .«» »»».«■.«« .....m.^.... ———,;„— M 157,085 80 

\fotai lor xto» tif ioo7»».«.«»..— ..«»»«■■««»........»»»■«■«■«•••..»««».»..».'..•«».•..»»"'»— —■ " ■»■.«.»».».»...«..... xiVyvW <w 

Increase of 1S88 over 1887 ...^ ............ ...^ .....J 7.696 06 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ...^......... ...^...^^ 8 017 67 



Total increase in two years ....m.^mm............ ^....f 15,558 73 

No. 3 Teachers, 1888. 

Wbite males ...~.... ..................«.$ 15,066 90 

White females .'...........«. — -«... ~ ~.... 10,162 16 

Total for white ....$ 25,248 15 

t./Oior6ci maiesM...t.... .......»«■■■»■..■■»»■«»,...»»«,,.....»»«■»»»»■».......»................■««■««..»»■■.■«».».»...«.. .w ^«w> Ov 

Colored females -.^ 1,879 28 

Total for colored ..................8 8,667 28 

Total for No. 3, 1888 — 8 28,916 48 

yb, 3 Teacfiers, 1887. 

White females ...~. — 8^210 86 

Total for white ~. 8 26.066 71 

Colored males 8 1,675 89 

Colored females ~ 8,100 62 

Total for colored « - ~ 8 4,776 51 

Total for No. 3.. « ~ J$ 30,878 22 

Total white males 1888 8 436,840 17 

Total white males 1887 «... 419,587 74 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 .«.. 8 17,262 48 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 -.-. ^875 76 

Increase in two years 8 49,628 19 

Total white females 1888 *...... 811,528 88 

Total white females 1887 «.. 260,338 28 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 8 51.195 05 

Increase of 1£87 over 1886.... 3,868 74 

Increase in two years 8 54,668 79 

Total paid whith teachers 1888 748,868 60 

Total paid white teachers 1887 679,921 02 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 « 8 68,447 48 

Increase of 1887 over 1886... 35,744 60 

Increase in two years ....8 104,191 98 

Total colored males 1888 ^ 19,188 15 

Total colored males 1887 « 18^631 01 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 8 667 14 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 3.964 49 

Increase in two years 8 8,297 85 
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Total colored females 1888 » ^.. 13,176 29 

Total colored females 1887......^ ^ 9,086 89 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^..........S 4,089 80 

Increase of 1887 over 1886-^ 1,251 77 



Increase in two years ^^ » J 5,341 07 

Total paid colored teachers 1888 82,374 44 

Total paid colored teachers 1887 27,618 00 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 » « ^ *» .9 4.756 44 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 1,287 28 

Increase in two years - S 6,043 72 

Total to male teachers 1888 ^^^ 456,038 32 

Total to male teachers 1887 «.. 438.118 75 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^.3 17,919 57 

Total to female teachers 1888 S 824,704 62 

Total to female teachersl887 269,420 27 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 «^S 55 284 35 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^ -^ 4,620 51 



▲ncrease in two years % 59,904 86 

Total to teachers, 1888 9 780,742 94 

Total to teachers, 1887 ^ ,^ 707,539 02 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^ t 88,203 92 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 «^ 83,033 78 



Increase in two years »^ .% 116.237 70 

1888. 

For sheriff^ commissions 9 18,904 28 

For interest paid by sheriffs 1,537 85 

For delinquent lists « 10,942 97 

For exonerations « 3,965 38 

Overdrawn 7,605 90 



Total for 1888 ^ I 42,956 88 

1887. 

For sheriflb commissions 9 19,451 97 

For Interest paid by sherifiTs » 727 13 

For ^linquent lists 10 330 48 

For exonerations „ 4,995 30 

Overdrawn 13,898 96 

Total for 1887 9 49,406 84 

Total disbursements for all purposes for 1888 ^.^... 823,699 33 

Total disbursements for 1887 ^. 756,946 8ft 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 9 66.752 4ft 

Increase of 1887 over 1886....... « 21,503 70 

Total increase in two years .m. 9 88,2c6 1ft 

Balance on band unexpended July 1, 1888..... .9 136,812 05 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1887 ~ 148,368 99 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF BUILDING FUND FOR THE YEAR END- 
ING JUNE 30, 1888, COMPARED WITH THE YEAR ENDING 

JUNE 30. 1887. 

HeceipUt Building IkincL 

District levies, 1888 ^^9 325,625 08 

District levies, 1887 276,322 00 
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Increaee of 188B over 1887 ^ $ 49,3a3 03 

Increase of 1687 over 1888 7,9' 8 41 . 

Increase In two years S 57 211 44 

KAiilroad tax, 18S8 $ SO 115 45 

Railroad tax, 1887 28.880 00 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 $ 1,228 4« 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 13,863 02 



Decrease in two years $ 12,034 56 

Sale of delinquent lands, 1888 « 2,089 M 

Sale of delinquent lands, 1887 1,601 46 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 488 08 

Decrease of 1887 from 1888.. 1,690 98 



Decrease in two years .S 1,202 90 

Redemption of delinquent lands, 1888 $ 4,263 36 

Redemption of delinquent lands, 1887 2,278 45 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 1,984 91 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 1,826 02 

Increase in two years $ 168 89 

Transferred pupils 1888 8 1,436 30 

Transferred pupils 18S7 1190 49 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 $ 245 81 

Decrease of 1857 from 1886 12 75 



Increase in two years 9 233 06 

From all other sources, 1888 • 53 079 98 

From all other sources, 1887 17,560 54 

Increaseof 1888 over 1887 ^.. 9 85,519 41 

Total receipts, Including balance on hand, 1888 $ 518,750 82 

Total receipts, including balance on hand, 1887 446,151 38 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 72,698 94 

Increase of 1887 ovej 1886 16,897 07 

Total increase in two years «. h ^8,996 01 

Balance on hand July 1, 1888- S .102,140 66 

Balance on hand July 1, 1887 118,311 45 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 « « 16,170 79 

Increase of 1887 over 1880 - 29,646 09 



Total increase in two years $ 13,475 30 

DISBURSEMENTS, BUILDING FUND. 

f jFbr Permanent Improvements, 

Bonded debt, 1888 9 6,072 13 

Bonded debt, 1887 10.482 47 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 t 4,390 ai 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 2,348 47 



Decrecuse in two years % 2,041 87 

Land, 1888 « $ 18,752 88 

Land, 1887 8,108 42 

Increase 1888 over 1887 8 10,643 96 

Increase 1887 over 1886 60 06 



Increase in two years 9 10 694 02 
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School houses', 1888 «. S 354,868 18 

School houses, 1887 99,579 19 



Increase of 1888 over 1887 $ 5S288 S9 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 18,219 41 



Total increase in two years 3 73,508 43 

Furniture, 1888 « 26,180 93 

Furniture, 1857 30,297 13 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 8 4,106 20 

Increase 1887 over 1886 12,487 21 



Total increase in two years S 16,593 41 

Apparatus, 1888 , 3 1,527 43 

Apparatus, 1887 1.875 12 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 S 847 69 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 772 05 



Total decrease in two years S 1,119 74 

Total permanent improvements, 1888 S 207,401 05 

Total permanent improvements, 1887 150,322 33 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 67,078 72 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 32,433 13 

Total increase in two years $ 89,511 85 

For Current Expenses. 

Hent, 1888 « 2,302 16 Fuel, 1888 % 38,156 77 

Rent. 1887 2,725 73 Fuel, 1887 38,502 82 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 $ 423 57 Decrease of 18^8 from 1887 $ 346 05 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 786 95 Decrease of 1887 from 1886 219 01 



Net increase in two years 8 363 38 Decrease in two years S 565 06 

Tlepairs, 18^8 9 40,409 55 Sw 'ping houses and b'Pd'g flres? 84,396 61 

Repairs, 1887 39 865 22 Bw'ping houses and b'l'd'g fires 30,655 02 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 $ 541 33 Increase of 1888 over 1887 » 3.741 59 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 203 94 Increase of 1887 over 1886 790 08 



Net increase in two years $ 340 39 Increase in two years $ 4,531 67 

Interest, 1888 » 18,308 71 Contingencies, 1888 % 20,026 21 

Interest, 1887 6,059 86 Contingencies, 1887 20,501 19 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 .$ 12^248 85 Decrease of 1888 from 1887 S 4^4 97 

Total for current expenses, 1888 8 153,600 01 

Total for current expenses, 1887 138,309 83 

Increase of 1888 over 18S7 $ 15,290 18 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^^ 8,9C9 59 

Increase in two years ^ 24,199 77 

For Transacting Business, 

Per diem members Board of Education, 1888 $ 6 370 50 

Per diem members Board of Education, 1887 6,367 i5 

Increase of 18.«8 from 1887 $ 2 65 

Increase of 1887 from 1886 „ 125 85 



Increase in two years 3 1.8 50 

Secretaries' salaries, 1888 »^ 3 6,316 50 

^Secretaries' salari«s, 1887 5,729 25 

10 
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Increase of 1888 over 1887 ^ ^...^.^ ^...«. $ 687 22 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 ^. » ^^ 184 2I> 



Increase In two years ».........m..m.m ^....^ ^ 721 C 

Enameration,1888 ^ .^ ^ ^...f 426 41 

Enumeration, 1887 ....»• »...•••.. — »«.....^..........^... 204 5& 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 — ^......^ - ^ S 221 8ft 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 196 87 



Ancre&se m i wo ycaAp«»«««««»«««»««««»««»««««»».«»»«««««»«««««»»»»»i»»»i— »»»—«—»■«»«»—»«»»—— .«»»«»««y ^o tsp 

Sheriff's commission, 1888 ..^.....^ ^ f 1(1,756 46 

Sheriff's commission, 1887^ ^...^ ^...^...^....^....m 14,460 17 

Increase of 18S8 over 1887 ^ ^ J$ 2,296 2a 

Decrease of 1887 from 1886 ^ «. ^ ^ 1,618 62 

Increase in two years ^........^ J$ 683 76 

Secretaries' annual reports, 1888 ^ » f 8,560 00 

Secretaries' annual reports, 1887 .^... 8,680 OC^ 

Decrease of 1888 over 1887 ^..^ ^...^ „f 40 00 

Decrease of 1887 over 1886 ».........<»......^ 10 OO 



Decrease in two years ^ ^ ^ ^.^ f 60 oP 

Fee bills, insurance, <&c., 1888 »...~$ 4,888 48 

Fee bills, insurance, <&c., 1887 ....^ » 6^219 68 

Decrease of 1888 from 1887 ^.^ -^S 881 05 

Total expenses for transacting school business, 1888 J^ 87,848 8t 

Total expenses for transacting school business, 1887 „ 85,611 8& 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 J 2,286 9» 

Increase of 1887 over 1886. ^^ ^ - 797 71 

Increase in two years ^,J$ 8,064 70 

For Delinquent CTiargeB^ drc. 

188S— Delinquent lists ^..^ ..f 10,101 85 

Exonerations ^« 8,488 4S^ 

Transferred pupils .^ ,^ » 2,545 80 

Total for 1888 „ ^ ^ 16,060 64 

1887— Delinquent lists «...« 9,891 6a 

Exonerations ,^ 2,060 84 

Transferred pupils 2,140 64 

Total for 1887 «6 18,601 65 

Total disbursements for all purposes, 1888 8 416,060 50 

Total disbursements for all purposes, 18!f7...-M.. 880,727 84 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 „ 6 86,222 7S 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 20,296 74 

Increase in two years ^^^^ ^^ ^ 115,519 40 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30, 1888. 8 111,010 14 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30, 1887....... 110,706 86 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 J$ 806 28 

Increase of 1887 over 1886 6,202 



Increase in two years J$ 6,666 lO 

RECAPITULATION OF TEACHERS' AND BUILDING FUNDS. 

Total Meceipts.* 

Teachers' Fund, 1888 ^ ^,,8 957,818 61^ 

Teachers' Fund, 1887 ^.. 901,495 72 
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Building Fund, 1888 « . 518,750 32- 

Building Fund, 1887 « - 446,151 88. 

Total for both funds, 1888 1,858,709 27 

Total for both funds, 1887 ~ 964,901 70^ 

Balance on hand July 1, 1888 «.. 288,952 71 

Balance on hand July 1, 1887 ^ 266,680 44 

'^Including balance on hand from preceding year. 

Total DisbursemerUa. 

Teachers* Fund, 1888 S 828,699 82 

Building Fond, 1888 ^^ 416,950 5» 

Total for both funds for 1838 $1,250,649 91 

Teachers* Fund, 1887 .....«« 756,946 86 

Building Fund, 1887 ^ 380,727 84 

Total for both funds for 1887 ^.........« $1,087,674 7^ 

Cost of J3idt4^cUion Per Capita JPer Term, 

Based on enumeration, inclading all expenses, 1888 .'s S 5 62 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses. 1887 - 4 86. 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 » ............«..$ 1 26 

Based on enrollment, including all expenses, 1888 9 7 61 

Baded on enrollment, including all expenses, 1887 ^ 6 06 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 «...^ t 1 65. 

Based on average daily attendance, including all expenses, 1888 9 11 80 

Same for 1887 10 04 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 S 1 76 

Average Hate of Taxation, 

For Teacher's Fund for 1888 1 26 

For Teachers' Fund for 1887 « 26 

For Building Fund for 1888 28 

For Building Fund for 1887 .'. 22 

Valuation of Real and Personal Property. 

Valuation for 1888 1163,863,088 00 

Valuation for 1887 161,862,739 CO 

Increase of 1888 over 1887 „„.,^ '. S 2,000,349 00 

PeaJbody Fund, 

Receipts for two years, 1887 and 1888, including balance .S 5,828 44 

Expenditures for 1887 and 1888 5,745 02 

Balance „ | 83 42 
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THE SCHOOL FUND. 

The School Fund has now reached $606,462.08. 

A table marked '^O" will be found on page 146, showing how 
this fund has been invested. While this amount now appears to 
be safely and profitably invested, it may happen at any time that 
large amounts will lie idle for months without safe investment 
unless it be loaned in small sums, which must greatly complicate 
the collection of interest and render the management qnite bar- 
densome. This furid is not likely to increase rapidly, and unless 
there should be a perfectly safe mode provided by the Si ate for 
its investment, with a fair rate of interest, I am satisfied that it 
would be far better to abolish the fund and distribute the present 
accumulation as the several investments become due with the 
distributable school fund. 

There is a large amount of interest due the distributable school 
fund which has not been available since 1883. The following ex- 
tract from my Report for 1885 and 1886 will explain the reasons 
as I understand for the refusal on the part of the National Bank 
of West Virginia to pay the interest due; 

"I desire to call your attention to the thirty thousand dollars invested in the National 
Bank of West Virginia at Wheeling, which has generally been supposed to be part of 
the school luud. I undcrntand that the interest on the same is withheld on the ground 
that neither the Constitution (Article X) nor the statute of 1867, transferring all stock 
standing in the name of the State "Internal Improvement fund" to the school fand, 
docs not transfer the thirty thousand dollars in the National Bank of West Virginia, 
as it came from the stock of the North Western Bank of Virginia, standing in the 
name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and did not belong to either of these funds. 
Dividends to the amount of eight thousand one hundred dollars are now due, nothing 
having been paid since 1888. Evidently it was the intention of the law that this fund 
should be transferred to the school fund." 

A bill was introduced at the last session of the Legislature to 
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transfer this investment to the school fund, and to direct the 
interest now due to be paid into the distributable fund. The bill 
was favorably reported, but not till near the close of the session, 
and for this reason only did not reach its passage. It should 
receive prompt attention, that the large sum of interest now due 
may go into the next distributable jund. 

i recommend that a law be passed directing the Board of the 
school lund to give preference to all school bonds in the invest- 
ment of the School Fund, whenjthey are issued as required by the 
law, so that the town and district bonds for educational purposes 
may not be sold below par. 

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 

The law regulating the issuing of teachers' certificates seem» 
to be giving general satisfaction, with the single exception of the 
section relating to four years' certificates. To be admitted to an 
examination for a four years' certificate the law requires that the 
applicant shall hold three number one certificates granted by a. 
county board of examiners and also have taught a full term under 
each certificate. At the expiration of that certificate the same 
process must be repeated before another four years' certificate 
can be obtained. There seems to be a general request that 
county boards be empowered to re-issue the four years' certificate 
at its expiration upon the examination only as required by the 
law. I recommend that this certificate be made renewable when 
the holder has taught three years out of the four. 

The following table will sho^ : 

Table showing the number of Teachers employ ed^ according to 
Grade of Certificate^ and sex and per cent of sex. 



GRADE. 



1887. 
Male . 



Female. 



No. 


1. 


Per 

Cent. 


No. 


2. 


Per 
Cent. 


No. 


3. 




2,20] 


66 




8?8 


26 




221 




1,090 


01 




576 


32 




113 



Per 
Cent. 



GRADE. 



1888. 
Male ... 

Female! 



No. 


1. 


Per 
Cent- 


No. 


2. 


Per 
Cent, 


No. 


3. 




2,318 


70 




787 


24 




196 




1,183 


63 




653 


30 




128 



Per 
(;ent. 



6 



THE STATE CERTIFICATES. 



The act passed the last session of the Legislature providing for 
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the appointment of a State Board of Examiners by the State Su- 
perintendent, with authority to grant teachers certificates good 
for six and twelve years, has been received by the teachers of the 
State with very general satisfaction. The report required by law 
to be made to this department is here given. 
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Report of the Secrei'ary 



OF THE 



STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS 



FOR THE Years 1887 and 1888. 



Glbhville, W. Va., / 
Sept. 80, 1887. S 

Hon. B. S. Morgan, 

Charleston^ W. Va.: 

Dear Sir — I herewith make my report to you of the proceed- 
ings of the State Board of Examiners, showing the number, date 
and duration of each certificate, to whom granted, and for what 
branches of study. Those who passed the examination were ex- 
amined upon Arithmetic, Elementary Algebra, Physics, Ortho- 
graphy, English Grammar, Rhetoric, Geography, Reading, His- 
tory of the United States, Physiology, Elementary Mental 
Science, Penmanship and Theory and Practice of Teaching. It 
was thought by the Board that by holding rigid examinations 
upon these subjects none but scholarly persons would obtain cer- 
tificates, which fact would thus lead to the general elevation and 
contribute to the dignity of the profession of teaching. Fifty-one 
^aduates of State institutions have conformed to the require- 
ments of the law and received certificates, and six persons have 
passed the examinations and received State certificates. They 
are as follows : 
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List of the teachers to whom State certificates have been grant 
ed since September 30, 1887 : 

FAIRMONT GRADUATES. 

J.N. AngUn, WcHton, Lewis co., second grade certlflcate, October 20, 1S88. 
W. M. Blair, Salem, Harrison co., second grade certificate, September 5, 1888. 
F. P. Harris, Jackson C. U., Jackson co., second grade certlflcate, October 1, 1888. 
M. J. Jenkins, Johnstown, Harrison ca., second grade certlflcate, June 15, 1858. 
Mary Lowe, Eldorado, Marion co., second grade certlflcate, August 23, 1^88. 
Verona Mapel, Glenville, Gilmer co., second grade certlflcate, July 19, 1888. 
L. May McKinney, Fairmont, Marion co., second grade certificate, July 24, 18.^8. 
J. W. May, Ben wood. Marshal co , second grade certificate, July 18, 1888. 
Thos. C. Miller, Fairmont, Marion co., second grade certlflcate, July 19, 1888. 
Mintie Moore, Lynes, Wood co., second grade certificate, October 5, 1888. 
J. L Newman, Littleton, Wetzel co., second grade certificate, October 22, 18^7. 
C. D. Riggle. Middlebourne, Tyler co., second grade certificate, September 5, 1888. 
C. W. Robinson, Pleasant Creek, Barbour co., second grade certificate, June 15, 1888. 
Jennie L. Linnette, Ritchie C. H., Ritchie co.. second grade certificate, July 19, 1888.. 
P. C. Vlnyard, Looneyville, Roane county, second grade. 

MARSHALL COLL£GE QRADUATES. 

Frank L. Burdette, Ona, Cabell co., second grade, June 20, 1888. 

Nora B. Beatiring, Huntington, Cabell co., second grade, September 27, 1888. 

GLENVILLB GRADUATES, 

Mary Brannon, Glenville, (xilmer co., second grade, June 15, 1888. 
Luther B. Burk, Glenville, Gilmer co., second grade, August 22, 1888. 
Eliott Chenoweth, Minora, Calhoun co., second grade, June 25, 1888. 

SHEPHERD COLLtGB GRADUATES. 

Geo. W. Banks, Shepherdstown, JeflTerson co„ second grade, September 15, 1888.. 

Rose L. Cockerell, Harper's B'erry, JeflTerson co., second-grade, July 19, 1888. 

Jesse A. Engle, Keller, Jeflerson co., second grade, August 22, 1888. 

Anna E. Fawcett, Shepherdstown, JeflTerson co., second grade, August 15, 1888. 

H. Lee Hart, Shepherdstown, Jefferson co., second grade, July 19, 1888. 

Mrs. Ada M. Kepllnger, Shepherdstown, Jefierson co., second grade, July 19, 18E8.. 

WEST LIBERTY GRADUATES. 

Geo 8. Biggs, West Liberty, Ohio co.. second grade, September 5, 1888. 

CalUe W. Curtis, West Liberty, Ohio co., September 15, 1888. 

Jennie 8. Rodgers, West Liberty, Ohio co., second grade, Septembers, 1888. 

Laura B. Wayt, Clinton, Ohio co., second grade, September 5, 1888. 

W. C. Wiedman, West Liberty, Ohio co., second grade, September 5, 1888, 

Laura A. Young, West Liberty, Ohio co., second grade, September 5, 1888. 

CONCORD GRADUATES. 

C. A. Fulwider, Ricblands, Greenbrier co., second grade, August 22, 1888. 
Guy D. French, second grade, October 8, 1888. 

Wm. B. Hayes, Frankford, Greenbrier co., second grade, August 22, 1888. 
Wm M. Jones, New Richmond, Summers co., second grade, August 22, 1888. 
Laura A. Sharp, Meadow BluflT, Greenbrier co., second grade, August 22, 1888^ 
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Mre. NsooJl Everett, Clarksburn, Harrison co.. BecODd grads, June 10. ISU. 
Cbaa. SL Keys, RBvenswoad, Jackeon co., Octobers, ISSS. 
Lizzie McCbesaej', Mil ton, Cabell co., Becobd grade, September 5, ISBS. 
Tola).- -Forty-two eertlflcates graoted. 



", F, T. BecketU. 

LonnHolt 

W. K. HulkiDB.... 
John W. Lnoney. 
HaEKle McQlDDli 

WHlterS. 

Mrs M L. snannon^.- 
ViolaSLewBrt 

Prlohard Wjatl. „. 

Ida Abbott. ~~~Z. 

O, J. A' eo 

Kate Ebert. 

AmaiidH FlemtDg..— 

Ho I lie Hal I .".!.".'. 

C. U. HamrlcK 

B.C Hlaglna _. 

MoHIb/ HoQlt 

Q. W C MiliBP„ 

B. V. Haveoaeratt „. 

Annie E.Klcbards 

T. Belle Hweareaeen... 

Ida a. Swindler 

B. W. Taylor. _,. 

John Tailor __ 

Mrs FlorenoeM'zinn.' 
JobnM ClaypDol 

8a''llB E. H rlroyd*!!!!!!! 
Jobii H.JordB'i ~ 

Harffey Lewis 

Pdtrick H. McQrath ... 

S. J. HeCommB^k 

bpeocer Colllna 

Barab Copley 

R. F-Eaeon ^_. 

L. A. McNemar 

Johu C. Stamp 

A.S.Bell.. 

Ezeklel BoD&r.. 

Jessie L.H1IL. 

ChflB. W.Watlafe 

Settle H. Clspbam.... 

H.M. Hnvett... 

MaryH. Bollard 

W. ». Evaos „ 

B W. Meadows 

Job M. Lee., 

Walter Mitchell 

Dora B. IloKerB 

D. W. Sbields 

E. E. Umsl-ad... 

D. T. WUIlama- 



Ceredn. 

We«t liQlon,,.. 

OnyaDdotta;:" 

uuFtT 

Quyandotta!,., 

Eaele 

FBrrmont. .. 
Fairmont...... 

Fairmont 1!-™ 

Charleston. 

Fnirmont. 

Mingo Plata.... 

West - 

Feiterman 

Morgantown ... 

Colfai .Z~.'.'~~'. 

Elomuey 

Port SpMne 

Crown Him 

Hlnton 

FOSB _. 

Alderson 

Morgnotowu... 

O.BQville'.'."!". 
Baall's Mills ... 
Oleovlile - 

WestoQ .'"'.'.'.*.!! 
Uralinm'a M's. 
We.t Liberty.. 
Rtsby'a EocK.. 

Littletnn 

■*and HI]] 

ManlDBburg... 
r-bepberdata'n 

CbartegtoD 

Harper's Fer'y 

Wellatiurg...! 

N .^Ma'rtTnivi 
MoaudBvllle 



Cabell 

Was lis 

Doddridge._ 

Cabell.'"!™' 

Wayne.;.'.;;." 

Cabell _. 

Payette. 

Marlon 

Marion 

l/.Tlon'™.' 
Mai Ian 
Kanawha.... 
Marlon .. .. 
Randolph ... 

Marlon 

Mononealla 

Marlon. 

ray lor 

Randii]*n'*i';;;; 
Hampshire 

Marlon 

Barboor ..... 
Qceen brier 
CirfenbrlT . 
Kanawha ... 
Snmmeri 

Monroe. 

MonanRalla 

Kanawha.... 

Kanawha.. 

Ohio 

Marehall.... 
Wetzel — 
Marsh "ll... . 
Bcrfteley... 
jKfrerson.., 

JefTcnon ..'. 

Gilmer. 

r^beli.. 

Brooke.... 

Wlrl 

I Mineral 

■Wetial 

Marsh alL... 



Marabal! College.. 
Man hall College, 
■•--ihal' College 

^tiali:CollegP.. 

Mar»hali College,, 
Marshall College. 
Marshall Colleiie. 
Marshall (tollrge. 
Marshall College. 
Falrninnt Norm' 
Fairmont Norm' 



PairmoiitNorm' 



KHlrmot'tNorm' 



Uleovllle Norm' 
Olenville NormT 



West Liberly- lo 

We't Liberty, ... Byra. 

West Liberty. Byrs. 

WoslUbe.ty, Byrs. 

Shepherd Co'legeSyra. 
fiUcpberd College B yrs 

Slorer College 6 yrs. 

?tor>-r College .. Byra. 
W Va UntV'slty Byrs. 

Biamined fi yra. 

Kiamined 'fl y rs 

Kiamlned Hyra. 

lined 8yrB. 

■■--" ....'Byra. 



laBpection of this table shove that of those who received cer- 
tificates nineteen were from the Fairmont normal school, nine 
from Marshall college, eight from Concord normal school, six from 
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Glenville normal school, lour from West Liberty normal school, 
two from Shepherd college, two from Storer college, one from the 
University, and six were examined. These are distributed among 
twenty-five counties, as follows : Brooke, 1 ; Ohio, 1 ; Mashall, 3 , 
Wetzel, 3 ; Tyler, 1 ; Wirt, 1 ; Cabell, 4 ; Wayne, 2 ; Kanawha, 6 , 
Fayette, 2; Summers, 2; Greenbrier, 4; Monroe, 1 ; Jefferson, 2; 
Berkeley, 1 ; Hampshire. 1 ; Mineral, 1 ; Preston, 1 ; Barbour, 1 ; 
Randolph, 2; Taylor, 3; Marion, 8; Doddridge, 1; Lewis, 3; Gil- 
mer, 3. Very respectfully submitted, 

S. B. BaowN, 
Secretary State Board of Examiners. 



REPORTS 



OF 



County Superintendents 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YEARS ENDING JUNE 30. 1887-8/ 



BARBOUR COUNTY FOR 1887.— W. D. Zinn, SupH. 

In submit tiDg this, my fourth anuual report of the Free Schools 
of Barbour county, I am happy to say ihat our educational pros- 
pects are brighter than ever before. The school year closed with 
a balance in the treasury in nearly every district The amount 
of State fund for the coming year is larger than usual. The sal- 
aries of teachers have been raised so that the average for number 
one teachers will be thirty dollars and sixty-six and two-thirds 
cents ($30 66f) per month, whereas a few years ago most of the 
districts paid but twenty-five dollars ($25.00); and the methods 
of teaching have greatly improved. 

Prof. J. F. Ogden during the past two years has conducted a 
select school at Philippi which has been well patronized by the 
teachers, who, from instruction there received, have been enabled 
to do more efficient work. The number of district meetings held 
last winter were probably greater than in any preceding year; 
and while they are the means of infusing new life into the teach- 
ers, they also create an educational sentiment in the community 
in which they are held. 

Near the close of the schools an examination was held in each 
district for advanced pupils. To those who passed successfully, 



2 FBBE SCHOOLS. 

honorary certificates or common school diplomas were granted. 
This gave an impetus to the progress of the more advanced pupils. 
Thirty-three certificates were granted. I cannot close Without 
expressing my appreciation of your work, and retnrning you my 
thanks for your many favors. 

I desire also to express my gratitude to the live, enthusiastic 
and devoted teachers of the county for the untiring assistance 
rendered me in my work — in holding district meetings and con- 
ducting cistrict examinations, etc., etc. If I have been in any 
degree successful, very much of my success is due to the united 
support of the teachers. 



BARBOUR COUNTY FOR 1888— J. L. Malcolm, Sup't 

I have the honor to transmit herewith my first annual report 
of the condition of the Free Schools in Barbour county. 

Our teachers will ever remember with kindness the favor you 
<5onferred on them by furni-hing them a Peabody Institute, with 
such able instructors as Profs. Payne and Newell, and we are 
igrateful to you for your presence and able instruction during the 
institute. 

I am glad to be able to report to you that cur teachers are live 
and progressive. We have had conducted in our county for the 
last three year.^ a "High School and Normal Institute," under the 
management of Prof. J F. Ogden, now principal of the Buckhan- 
non schools. This school has been well attended, having had in 
attendance over seventy five per cent, of the teachers of Barbour 
county, and miny from adjoining counties. 

Special attention has been given to the science and art of teach- 
ing. Oar examinations have been made rigid, and the standard 
raised to equal that of any county in the State. At our last 
institute we find that over 72 per cent, of our teachers are sub- 
scribers for one or more educational journals. As a class, our 
teachers rank high in thoroughness of scholarship and knowledge 
of pedagogy. 

The schools were generally successful last year. There is a 
manifest increase of efficiency among our teachers, who are mak- 
ing a more liberal use of school helps than formerly. In addition 
to the above named Normal Institute, Mr. Floyd B. Eurit taught 
a very successful select school at Burnersville, in which several 
teachers were in atteniance. In several districts very successful 
institutes were held during the winter. 

The law passed by the last legislature relieving the advanced 
teacliers from the annual '*grind" of an examination, curtailing 
the school month to twenty days and compelling all to attend an 
institute, will be beneficial. 
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We are perpetuating a system of gradaation established by Mr. 
W. D. Zinn, while he was superintendent a number of years ago. 
Sixteen diplomas were granted this year. 

In the financial report there is a disagreement between certain 
items of the "Statement of the Teachers' Fund" ani those of the 
^'Sheriff's Settlement" of the same. This is owing: to a change 
of sheriffs within the past year ; and the '^Sheriff's Settlement" 
includes only the accounts of the incoming sheriff. 

Three school buildings are to be erected soon. One a large 
brick building iu Philippi, another of two rooms at Belington , 
and a common school house for a new sub district in Valley Dis- 
trict. A sub-district has been formed and a new house built for 
the colored people in Pleasant District. 

The prospects for our schools was never brighter. The people 
are growing more liberal. The teachers are becoming more effi- 
cient and the percentage of attendance is increasing. 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1887— H. S. Butts, ^upH. 

In this my last report, owing to want of time, I shall write but 
a few lines. In reviewing the school work of a county, done m a 
year, there are many items which should be noticed ; but I shall 
only give a glimpse of a few of them. The superintendent of this 
county has charge of the country districts; the independent dis- 
trict of Martinsburg having six schools and employing twenty-four 
teachers, is under the supeivision of the district superintendent, 
and is reported by him. 

We have in the country districts sixty schools, employing sixr 
ty-four teachers, forty-four of whom are males and twenty are fe- 
males. 

The enumeration of youth is 3,872; enrollment, 2,600; average 
daily attendance, 1,3 H. The total valuation of taxable property 
is $1,079,363. The average rate of levy, including both funds, is 
thirty- three cents. The amount paid to teacheis was, $12,227.50. 
Total amount charged to the sheriff on both funds, $22,860.75. 
Total amount disbursed from both funds, $20,621.62. Balance in 
the treasury, $2,239.13. As will be seen by the figures above, 
only about two-thirds of the youth of school age have entered our 
schools this term and less than one-half of them are in school 
regularly. This irregular attendance is one of the greatest hind- 
rances to the successful working of our schools, the cause of which 
I attribute partly to improper location and an insufficient nunber 
of school houses. Some of the sub-districts have over a hundred 
children, but, on account of the school house being at one side of 
the district, many of them attend school but a few days in a term 
and some of them never enter school. Two good substantial 
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brick houses were built this year, and several will be erected the 
coming year. Several houf es were furnished with patent desks. 
All the schools of one of the districts were supplied with diction* 
aries, bought cf Prof. A. L. Wade. 

We felt highlv honored by your presense for so long a time at 
onr institute. Four days is more than any other state superin- 
tendent has ever spent in a Berkeley county institute. The in- 
struction given by Prof. Payne, Dr. Newell and Mrs. Newell was 
of the highest order, and was attentively listened to by the teach- 
ers. I think it will be as ^*bread cast upon the water." The ef- 
fects of it I hope will be seen in an .improved condition of our 
schools the coming term. 

At the close of onr institute Prof. Payne spoke feelingly of the 
tender ties that had been formed between him and the teachers. 
Dr. Newell was too much overcome to express his feelings in 
words ; he could only say good-bye, but a tear trickled down his 
manly cheek, expressive of an inward feeling far beyond the 
power of words to express, and many eyes filled with tears which 
silently told of the good work that had been done. 

I have done every thing in my power in the way of trying to 
have my report made and in your hands by the first of August^ 
but I have failed ; the first day of August is here and my report 
will not be mailed till to-morrow. The secretary of Falling Wa- 
ters district has not sent in one report in time. Knowing: that he 
had always been tardy and incorrect, I began to urge him about 
two months ago to be prompt in making his report. He made 
good promises and plenty of them, but these are all I received 
Irom him after speaking to him and writing four times in regard 
to the matter. The last time he wrote me he said that he had his 
report complete and would bring it to me on the 25th of July. I 
waited till the 28th but no report came. I then went to his house 
ten miles distant and found him engaged at his farm work, and 
when I called for his report, he wanted a little more time. I told 
him I must have the report to take home with me, and then he 
said he had not written a figure in it. We had to go to Martins- 
bur^r, a distance of ten miles to get the correct valuation of the 
property of the district, and I helped him to make his report. 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1888.— *D. H. Dodp, SupH. 

Owing to my recent appointment to this office, there is much 
information needed to make a full report of our schools, that I 
have not been able to collect in time for this report. I assumed 
the duties of this office on the 7th of July, after all the schools 

*Mr. Dodd was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the decease of Mr. M. Tl 
Bo wen. 
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were closed, consequently it was too late to make visits. My pre- 
decessor's declining health would not permit him to attend to 
this part of the work, therefore our schools were not visited by 
the superintendent last year, and there being no record to which I 
could refer, I am compelled to make a short written report this 
time. 

I can say with confidence, that there is a healthful educational 
«entiment and a desire for knowledge among our people. The 
masses are now in favor of public schools, better and more com- 
modious houses are provided. Six new houees were built last 
year, five of which are substantial brick buildings, and the other 
a large frame, cased with brick, making a first-class house, large 
enough to seat sixty when it is supplied with patent furniture. 
^ Most of our teachers are energetic, and try to keep up with the 
times. While some of the schools are now supplied with good 
furniture, and a few with maps, globes, charts, etc., still there is 
a very great need in this direction. When there is any new thing 
wanted for the general good of a school, the teacher generally has 
to purchase it from hi^own hard earned savings ; but as I said, 
our teachers try to keep abreast the times, and poor as they are, 
many have supplied cheap apparatus themselves where boards of 
education have refused to make any outlay. 

I hope in my next to be able to make a full report of the con- 
dition of oar schools, and to note the progress of education in our 
public school system. 



BOONE COUNTY FOR 1887 —A. W. Oroft, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my annual report for the year ending June 
30th, 1887. 

As the sheriff does not settle with the County Court for nearly 
a month after his settlements with the Boards of Educatjon, no 
delinquent list can be obtained in time for insertion in the secre- 
taries' reports and mine. To overcome this difficulty the secre- 
taries credit — the sheriff with his commission on the full amount 
of the levy (gross levy) ; and when the delinquent list is received 
he is charged with five per cent of it. This balances the books, 
but it would be better to have the list at the time of the settle- 
ment with sheriff. For this and other reasons I would recom- 
mend that some provision be made by which the meeting of the 
Boards of Education for settlement shall be delayed until after 
the sheriff's settlement with the County Court. 

As a result of the better wages and more rigid examination in 
the last four years, there is a noticeable improvement in the 
teachers, and consequently in the schools. 



6 FKBB IbCHOOLS. 

BOONE COUNTY FOR 1888.— F. M. Vickkes, SupH. 

r 

I submit my annual report of the condition of the Free Schools 
of Boone county for the year ending June 30, 1888. The reports 
of the secretaries do not show the true condition of the finances 
of our county. They did not report the amounts due the districts 
from redemption and sale of delinquent lands. I received this 
information from the clerk of the county court and had the secre- 
taries to make the correction. In my examination of the secre- 
taries' books I have found many errors and mistakes in their 
accounts and settlements with the sheriff. This could be avoided 
by making it the duty of the county superintendent to attend and 
aid the Boards of Education in their annual settlements with the 
sheriffs. I would also suggest that to secure a uniformity in ex- 
aminations throughout the State, that all questions for examina- 
tions emanate from the Stare Superindent. ''That the law fix 
the salaries of teachers." The false idea of economy manifested 
by the Boards of Education in curtailing the teachers' salaries^ 
has proven detrimental to the progress of education in our county 
by driving from the work a number of our best teachers. 

I visited most of the schools last winter and found them in a 
prosperous condition. As a class our teachers are well worthy 
the high position they occupy. 

Teachers' Institutes and the West Virginia School Journal are 
doing a noble work. 



BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1887.~N. B. Hamric, SupH. 

In submitting this, my second annual report, I feel pleasure in 
stating that the general condition of the bchool interest of our 
county is good and is gradually improving. We have had an ele- 
ment among our population that was antagonistic to thejJ^Free 
School system, but this feeling is generally giving way and our 
people are almost unanimous in their support and encouragement 
of the schools, by voting for the levies and aiding in all other legiti- 
mate ways, I visited most ol the schools and found them doing 
good work, and generally with good attendance. The qualifica- 
tions of our teachers are, year by year improving, and the result 
is better management, and better methods of teaching. The 
"Old Fogy" as a teacher has to give way to the more progressive 
and systematic instructor. The youths of this county are now 
very nearly all within reasonable reach of schools and there is lit- 
tle excuse for non-attendance. While there have been ninety- 
eight this year, the coming year will find us with about a 105. 
Our school oflScers have generally shown a disposition to serve the 
people, and the. school interest faithfully, and have succeeded in 
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greatly improviDg the school houses now being built, as well aai 
those recently built, and are of a better class of buildings and con- 
form more nearly to the present requirements of our schools. The 
Board of Education of Sutton indepeadent district propose to 
build a magnificent building the coming year in order to accomr- 
modate their rapidly increasing school population. Our county 
institute was well attended and gave good satisfaction. Our 
teachers are wide awake to the benefits of the institute. The dis- 
trict secretaries of the various districts seem to take pains and 
care to make their annual reports correctly, still some errors^ 
creep in. I think it preposterous to expect secretaries of our dis- 
tricts to attend carefully to their duties for the meagre salary 
they get. One of our districts, Otter, has twenty-seven schools,, 
will probably have twenty nine the coming year; more schools; 
to report and more teachers to wait upon than dollars of salary, 
which is certainly requiring too much. The members of the 
Boards of Education should also be paid lor their services, and 
whenever this is done we may reasonably expect their duties to 
be still better performed and that better men will accept the po- 
sition. Our sheriflF and his deputies have been commendably 
prompt in paying the teachers their salaries and in making settle- 
ment with the district boards. Aside from our public schools we 
usually have several private select schools taught during the sum- 
mer by some of our belter teachers. Such schools are being 
taught now by Messrs. Amos Bright, J. H. Springston, Luther 
Gibson, et als, to the great benefit of our teacherp, many of whom 
attend during the summer to better fit them for their work. 

The act of the recent session of our Legislature requiring all 
teachers to attend institute and requiring Physiology, Hygiene 
and the eflfect of narcotics to be taught in our schools is a step 
in the right direction. Give us anything to elevate the standard 
of the teacher in teaching and of education in general. 

In conclusion I can only hope that our schools may continue to 
grow better and that our present success may only be the pre- 
cursor of much greater in succeeding years. 



BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1888.— D. S. Morton, Sup't. 

I have the honor of submitting to you my first annual report. 
I hope you will find it correct. It is as full as I can make it from 
the reports furnished me. You will see by the foregoing report 
that there were one hundred and four schools taught, employing 
one hundred and six teachers. I made one hundred and two vis- 
its, and spent as nearly a half day with each school as I could. A 
majority of the schools made good progress the past year. A 
number of the schools were taught by experienced and well qual- 
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m 

ified teachers, but owing to the meagre salaries paid, we lo3e 
some of our best teachers every year. 

Many of our schools were taught by young teachers, who, I am 
pleased to say are making great efforts to improve themselves. 
Quite a number of the young teachers have been attending the 
Glenville Normal School, and the West Virginia Normal and 
Classical Academy this season, besides we had a number of good 
-select schools in the county. 

I am pleased to say that our people are taking an interest in 
the school work of the county. The boards are condemning the 
•old log school houses and replacing them with good frame build- 
ings. There were eight houses built in the county the past year. 
They were all well painted frame buildings, and there are several 
under contract to be built this season. The board of the inde- 
pendent district of Sutton condemned their old school building, 
and put under contract a substantial brick building that will cost 
: about $2,500. 

The Sutton graded school was in operation six months the past 
year and was very successfully conducted by J. Newt, Busmisel 
and Amos Bright. The remaining districts kept their schools in 
session four months. I am pleased to say that the schools of 
Braxton county are improving and the future outlook is bright. 

I would beg leave to suggest that the law with regard to four 
years certificates be so changed ae.to entitle persons holding three 
No. 1 certificate 3 or their equivalent to a four year*' certificate, 
jproviding the other requirements of the law are filled. 



BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1887— G. W. Russkll, SupH. 

I herewith submit my sixth annual statistical, and fi- 
nancial report of the condition of the Free Schools of Brooke 
county, for the year ending June 30th, 1887. The report from 
Wellsburg independent district, (which has been so diflBcult to 
harmonize with the requirements of the blanks heretofore) is, we 
believe, properly made out this year for the first time. You will 
see quite a balance in the treasury of this district, and since the 
report was made a thousand dollar bond has been lilted a con- 
siderable time before maturity. 

I have visited all of the schools of the county except three, two 
of which were not in session at the time of my visit, and one was 
not visited on accountof sickness at the time fixed. 

From what I could see and learn during the time I was in the 
schools, and from all other sources of information, I am of the 
opinion that they are fairly well conducted, and the greatest 
needs of the schools now are a more liberal policy in paying 
teachers, procuring improved apparatus, charts, helps, etc., in re- 
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pairing and improving houses and surroundings, and above all a 
wianifeated interest in the pchools by parents, patrons, school of- 
ficers and the public generally. 

There should be a better and closer supervision by county Fup- 
-erintendents. Their salaries should be sufficient to justify them 
in spending all of their time in supervisifm. Of course no one 
{unless he is wealthy and does it as an: atter of charity) can spend 
«11 of his time for the salaries now allowed. 

The Bethany school, in the shadow of Bethany Collej2:e, owing 
to an uncertainty as to its legal standing and supervision, and 
other difficulties with which I am not fully acquainted, is not as 
^ood a school as its surroundings and circumstances appear to re- 
quire. The teachers have done as well as they could and have 
been true and faithful to their duties, and the trustees have shown 
a commendable zeal for its prosperity. We think that it will 
never amount to more than a common school, unless legal au- 
thority is obtained to levy additional taxes for paying good sal- 
caries to teachers, continuing the schools longer than the common 
schools, prescribing a carefully prepared course of study and 
promotions, granting dip'omas, procuring everything necessary 
ibr its prosperity, and giving it that support, of whatever kind 
needed, necessary to make it, as it should be, a competitor of the 
Wellsburg school. 

Wellsburg Graded and High School is doing good educational 
i¥ork for Wellsburg and Brooke county. The last commence- 
ment was one of unusual interest. There were nine g'^aduates. 
President Woolery of Bethany College, delivered the aidress and 
presented the diplomas. The large school hall was filled to its 
utmost capacity. 

The institute held June 20, 1837, and conducted by Prof. Arm- 
strong, of West Liberty Normal School, and Mitchell of the 
Wellsburg schools, was well conducted, gnd commendable inter- 
est taken in it by the teachers. Several evening sessions were 
held and considerable interest manifested in the proceedings. 

The teachers' examination was held the 27th and 28lh of June, 
1887, and more than the usual number of teachers were appli- 
cants for certificates. The examination was coasidered quite dif- 
ficult by the applicants, and, although we think our teachers 
stand high in ability to answer fair questions, the papers were 
graded so close and caretully that only 100 was given to any one 
in any one branch. And in this connection I would ask, Is it just 
to our tea -hers to require so much for so little ? There is bo ^'slid- 
ing scale" existing between the Board of Examiners and the 
standard of the salaries of teachers as fixed by the Board of Edu- 
cation. While the questions are becoming more and more diffi- 
cult, new branches of study being added, and the requirements of 
the teachers becoming more numerous yearly, there is no corre- 
sponding increase in the salaries of teachers. The board of Buffa- 
lo district made quite a reduction in salaries, although the people 
-had voted for seven months, against six last year. The board ap- 

2 
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peared to think the teachers ought to bear the greater portion of 
the extra burden. The Wellsburg and Cross Creek boards made 
no changes in the salaries, and I am quite confident the people of 
the county, or at least a large majority of them, are willing to pay 
good salaries to good teachers. 



BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1888. 
(No written report) 



CALHOUN COUNTY FOR 1887.— W. E. Metz, Sup't 

It is with pleasure I herewith submit my second annual report 
of the Free Schools of this county for the school year ending June 
the 30th, 1887. All the secretaries made their reports within the 
time prescribed by law, which reports show many improvements 
as compared with those of the year previous. I think you will^ 
for the most part, find my report full and complete. 

Our Institute, conducted by Prof. S. B. Brown, in August, 1886, 
at Grantsvi'le, in this county, was one of interest and profit to the 
teachers. Prof. Brown is an eflicient instructor and a zealoui 
educator. 

I am glad to note conviderable advancement in the schools of 
this county this year. I spent some time with forty- seven of the 
fifty-seven schools of this county, in which I found most of the 
teachers doing good work* A few were deficient in methods of 
instruction and scholarship. During my visits to those schools 
and at other places I urged the necessity of uniformity in meth- 
ods of instructions and the use of the revised text- books in prefer- 
ence to the old ; also the importance of pupils being taught to 
think instead of learning and answering questions and definitions. 
I heartily endorse the several amendments to the school law as 
enacted by our last legislature. Such as the reduction of the 
school month to 20 days ; the establishing of a State Board of Ex- 
aminers, &c. And highly appreciate your earnest efforts with the 
legislature in securing these desirable changes. 

I hope that the schools of our State may continue to prosper 
under your judicious management. I desire to extend to you my 
thanks for the prompt attention you have given to my inquiries 
in reference to different sections of the school law, and your co- 
operation with me while in office. 
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CALHOUN COUNTY FOE 1888.—J. E. Febbbll, SupH. 

While tie Free School system has not yet attained the height 
of perfection in my county, I am delighted to know that the past 
year's work has been entirely interesting, instructive and bene- 
ficiul. I must say, that the teachers of Calhoun county rank 
among the best in the State, considering their opportunities and 
advantages. Many of them are graduates of normal schools, and 
some are students of the University. Their earnestness and zeal 
for the school work is unabating, as all are desirous to ^ee the 
cause of education promoted. This I am glad to see for I recog- 
nize the fact that our fame and celebity as American people de- 
pends chiefly upon our educational institutions. 

MAGISTEBIAL DISTBICTS. 

Calhoun county is divided into five districts ; Lee, Washing- 
ton, Sherman, Center and Sheridan. Uhere are fifty-four schooala 
in this county, two of which are colored schools and employ col- 
ored teachers. 

HOUSES. 

It will be seen from the report that there are fifty three houses^ 
in Calhoun county, of this number thirty-six are frame, and sev- 
enteen are log, In two or three years log school houses will be 
a thing of the past in this county, as the Boards of Education 
cause to be built from three to four new houses each year. These 
houses are good frame buildings, large and commodious. The 
levy for building fund rates from twenty to forty cents, and for 
teachers' lund from one to twenty cents. 

VISITS TO SCHOOLS. 

Last winter I made fifty visits, getting to all the schools but 
four. A few of the schools I visited the second time. In my 
visit I often met in the school room trustees, patrons and other 
friends, who showed their appreciation of the work being done. 
In my work last winter my aim was to secure uniform methods, 
thereby having some system. As a general thing the work done 
was very good, yet in some instances, as is always the case, it 
was not what it ought to be. In the main the teachers appeared 
to be alive to the importance of the work they were engaged in 
and were using the best energies to promote the advance- 
ment of the schools, I have gradually raised the standard of ex- 
aminations, hoping thereby to give the schools better teachers, 
and in consideration of this the Boards of Education have agreed 
to pay to teachers better wages. The first thing necessary to a suc- 
cessful school is to have a thoroughly competent teacher. These 
can generally be secured by paying good wages. 
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STATISTICS. 

Fifty-four schools were taught. The number of teachers be- 
longing to Calhoun is about forty- six. Quite a number of these 
teach two schools. The number of youths enumerated 2,945, 
number enrolled 2,254 white, thirty colored. Average attendance 
1,346 white, twenty- two colored. Only seventy seven were 
neither absent nor tardy. Branches studied and number pupils 
in each : Orthography 1,546. In the readers 280 read in the first ; 
second, 225; third, 222; fourlh, 253: fifth, 281; sixth, ninety- 
nine ; 644 Penmanship, 365 Mental Arithmetic, 560 Written Ar- 
ithmetic, eleven Algebra, five Physiology, one Greek and one 
Latin, Total assessed valuation of the property $812,443.75. The 
highest salary pa'd is $30 per month, lowest is $25. 

INSTITUTES. 

The institute of the first year was held at Grantsville, the 
county seat, conducted by Prof. Jay F. Ogden, It was one of the 
most su3ces8ful and brilliant in the history of the county. Mr. 
Ogden's socratic method was good and well received by those in 
attendance. Institutes are a great source of knowledge and 
should be attended by every teacher. Some teachers complain 
at having to attend institutes, but all other organizations have 
their associations and meetings and we as teachers should 
consider our profession on the most noble and important, and in 
order to be alive and up with the times it is essential that the in- 
stitutes be perpetuated and well attended. 

EXTRACTS PROM SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Prof. F. M. Ferrell, Secretary of Sheridan district, says : The 
schools of my district are in good condition. He recommends 
that book-keeping should be taught in the primary schools. He 
also thinks there ought to be a statute requiring the clerks of the 
County Go,urt to furnish a recapitulation of the settlement of the 
County Court with the sheriff to the secretary of each district. 

B. E. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I wish to return my thanks for the fervent and 
cordial support of the different Boards of Education, teachers and 
citizens of my county, I need not tell you how much remains to 
be done to enhance the value of the schools. Let us all go hand 
in hand in this exalted work, ever keeping in view the cause of 
education, so that after generations may rise up and call us 
blessed. By the perpetuation of our educational system, the 
youths of our land will become blessings to their families, orna- 
ments to their country, and the deserts will bloom and blossom 
as the rose. 
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Ab the Legislature will convene before I have an opportunity 
of making another report, I will venture making the following 
suggestions as to additions to our school law, which I believe ev- 
ery teacher of West Virginia will sanction : 

1. That teachers holding four year certificates, upon their ex- 
piration, be granted another without further examination. Upon 
request of the teachers of Calhoun county, I have prepared a pe- 
tition praying the Legislature to consider this matter. In some 
other professions, such as law and medicine, its members are^ 
granted license, or a certificate, for life, and why not grant life cer- 
tificates to teachers, who are making teaching a profession? 

2. That the county superintendents be elected at the State elec- 
tion and serve four years. 

3. That the county superintendents' salary be double its pres- 
ent rate, thereby allowing them a compensation which wiU just- 
ify them to spend at least one day at each school, thereby better 
enable to accommodate a better work, and a more uniform school 
system. 

4. That Book-keeping be added to the number of branches now 
required to be taught. 

5. That the law be so changed as to allow trustees a stipulated 
salary for their services, and requiring them to make reports to 
the secretaries. , 

As the ofiice of trustee is chiefly a position of honor, they very 
much neglect the duty required of them by law. If they received 
a compensation for their services it would stimulate them to ac- 
tion. 



CABELL COUNTY FOR 1887.— F. M. Malcolm, SupH. 

{No written report,) 



CABELL COUNTY FOR 1888.— Geo. R. Blumb, SupH. 

Explanation 1, The Board of Education of Grant District 
in tbeir settlement with the sheriflF settled for three difl'erent 
funds, namely : Teachers', Building and School funis, and as 
there is no place in this blank to report the third fund^ I ha7e 
combined it with the other two in my report, not knowing how 
else to report it, and I notice that it was reported in that way last 
year. 

Explanation 2 In reporting the kind of schools in Huntington 
Independent District where the building contained two or moro^ 
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rooms of different grades I reported it a? a graded school, as that 
is the way the secretary reported to me. 

Explanation^. In the teachers' fund of Huntington Indepen- 
dent iJi^trict, there was paid out $1,202.44 more than was in the 
treasury, but made the amount good from the general fund of the 
city, and I have counted the same in my report. 

I find it a very hard matter to get correct reports from some of 
the secretaries, and would have sent this report in earlier if I 
<50uld have secured their reports and they had been correct when 
I received them. The schools in this county have all been very 
successful this year. 



CLAY COUNTY FOR 1887 —C. P. Wilson, SupH. 

I have the honor to submit this my fourth annual report of the 
xjondition of schools in Clay county for the year ending, June 30, 
1887 : As the report shows we have five districts and employ 
thirty-six teachers. The schools in all the districts were run four 
months except one in Otter distrit, where the school house was 
burned at the expiration of the second month and consequently 
only had two months' school ; one school in Henry district was 
only one month reported this year. 

There were only twenty-four applicants before the Board of 
Examiners for examination, which shows a falling off of teachers. 

The wages paid teachers are so low that we cannot secure the 
best talent, but our schools though under the supervision of young 
teachers are improving. 

Our attendance is not what it ought to be from the fact that 
the first houses were built with reference entirely to population 
and not to territory. 

A great number of hou es will have to be sold at a discount 
and new ones built. 



CLAY COUNTY FOR 1888.— D. Upton, SufL 

In submitting this my first report to your office, I am proud to 
say that the condition of our schools, so far as the work done by 
the teacher is concerned, is very good. Our teachers are making 
vigorous efforts to improve themselves, and I may truthfully say 
are succeeding well. We now have a splendid class of No. 1 
teachers, and if the management of the school affairs was sub- 
mitted entirely to them, fogyism and ignorance would soon give 
place to intelligent liberal education. 

Notwithstanding our teachers are doing valiantly, they are 
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not what they should be. Our Boards of Education could and 
should do more than they have done to enhance the interests of 
the schools. We are afflicted some with fogy economy among our 
Boards, and this causes a dollar in a school order to look larger 
Uian an education in a boy's head. 

I believe the compulsory "Institute Law" has done great good; 
and I believe that if the Boards of Educati'^n were included with 
the teachers in that law it would do much more good. Many of 
the members of our Boards of Education know nothing about 
methods or anything else, but crave a dollar and envy those who 
have the intelligence to spend one. Now if they were compelled 
to spend a week out of each year, I believe they would partake 
more or less of the culture spirit of the teachers which preparis 
them to better care for the schools, 

I wish to add my tribute to what has been said in favor of a 
compulsory education. Parents keen their children from school 
for the most trifling excuses. ''These things ought not so to be." 
I do sincerely trust that our next Legislature will take action in 
this matter. 

I am of the opinion that the interests of our schools would be 
greatly enhanced by a State School levy. One that would en- 
tirely do away with district levies, and obtain all school money by 
^ State levy. 



DODDRIDGE COUNTY FOR 1887— F. J. Ashbuan, SupH, 

On the 80th day of last June I completed my eighth year of 
servitude as Superintendent of the schools of Doddridge county. 
Insufiicient as I have been, ani imperfectly as I have performed 
my ofiicial duties, I was strongly importuned by many to ofter 
my services for the present term ; but advancing age and failing 
health compelled me to decline doing so. And now as I am re- 
tiring, doubtless forever, from that department of the educational 
work, my desires for the prosperity of the cause and my love for 
the workers remain undiminished. 

I am succeeded by a gentleman who, I have reasons to believe, 
will fulfill the duties of the office with honor to himself and profit 
to the educational interests of the county. 

Our schools opened last fall ani started forward with prospects 
of more than usual success ; but the measles spreading ov^er the 
county nearly ruined some of them, and interfered more or lesa 
with the prosperity of all. The disease prevailed to such an ex- 
tent that when making my first circuit among the schools of the 
county last winter I found nearly one-fourth of them temporarily 
closed ; and my further efl'oi ts to find them all in session were 
not wholly successful, from the same reason. 

As to suggesting any amendment to the school law further than 
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I have done in previous rep')rt8, 1 can only say tha^ I concur most 
heartily with the views you advanjed on that subject in your 
biennial report. 



DODDRIGE COUNTY FOR 1888.— D. V. Rose, SupH. 

I have delayed sending my report in order to get a complete 
statement of the financial condition of Salem Independent Dis- 
trict. That could not be obtained without a settlement with the 
sheriff, and from some cause or other, that settlement has not 
been made. Hence my report will lack the information that 
might have been obtained from that settlement. My statisical 
report is full and complete, Last winter I visited all the school* 
of Doddrige, and with few exceptions, found all in charge of wide 
awake, and energetic teachers who were doing good work, not- 
withstanding ihe meagre salary allowed them for their services. 
My report shows $28 per month the average salary paid first 
grade teachers. That in my opinion is not enough. There should 
be fitness in all things and our teachers should receive a compen- 
sation that would enab e them to maintain their position with 
dignity and respect. While I oppose wasteful extravagance, and 
useless expenditure of public money, I hate that stinted meanesa- 
that deny the laborer his hire. Therefore I would suggest an 
amendment to our scho J law making the minimum $30 per 
month for first grade certificate, in lieu of $25. Two teachers- 
were dismissed last winter at the expiration of two months, and 
two more taught but three months, ' Other schools were a success. 
The number of youths enumerated in our county was (4509), of 
which number (3536) attended school. The average daily" 
attendance was (2347). 



FAYETfE COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. C. Farr^ SupH. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you my second annual re- 
port of the condition of the schools of Fayette county. Oar edu- 
cational interests are in the main, I consider, in a healthy^ 
condition, yet there are still many obstacles in the way that pre- 
vent us rising to the position in learning that we should occupy^ 
v"z : Low wages and sh5rt terms, irregular attendance, &c. 
However, our Boards of education are increasing teachers' salar- 
ies where they have the funds, and the school term has been 
lengthened in two districts of our county. The boards are build- 
ing neat and substantial frame houses to take the place of thosd^ 
less comfortable. 
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Most of our teachers are industrious and capable, and are doing 
efficient work in the cause of education. Parents seem to recog- 
nize the necessity more and more of sending their children to 
• school. 



FAYETIE COUNTY FOR 1888- 
{No written report) 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1887,— M. 0. Hall, SupH. 

I now submit to you my annual report for the school year eading, 
June 30, 1887 : I am not very well prepared to sjiy a great deal 
in my report at this time. 

I have not been able to give much attention to the school work 
this year from the illness of m7 family. 

While this is my last annual report, I hope to see the work of 
the schools move on and do better work than what has been done 
in the past. 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1883.— *S?fiNCBR Collins, SupH. 

The statistics and financial report herewith returned, are as 
accurate and complete, as it is possible for me to make them from 
the material furnished me by the various Boards of Education. 

The making of this report has been delayed, because of my 
inability to find the reports of the Secretaries which were in the 
hands of my predecessor at the time of his death. I was com- 
pelled to apply to the various Secretaries for additional reports; 
hence the delay. 

Having been recently appointed as County Superintendent to 
fill a vacancy, I have had (no time or opportunity, to make an 
exhaustive examination into the workings of the Free School 
system and to ascertain the true state of the schools of my 
county. 

Oar teachers are mostly young ladies and gentlemen of intelli- 
gence and culture. The Normal School at this place under the 

'^'Mr. Collins was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the decease of Mr. Thomas 
Kennedy, County Superintendent. 

8 



18 FRES SCHOOLS. 

able managhment of Prof. S. B. Brown and his efficient assistant 
is doing a splendid work in fitting and preparing our young peo- 
ple for a high rank in the laudable profession of teaching. I will 
not attempt to enumerate what I regard, as defects iti our Free 
School system. This I may do at length in my next annual re- 
port. 

This marked progress our schools are making is certainly very 
gratifying to all true friends of education. 



GRANT COUNTY FOR 1887.— J, 0, Judy, SupH. 

1. You will notice that in some of the districts the sheriff was 
allowed 3 per cent, and in others 6 per cent. 

2. In Harman independent district the commission in both funds 
was paid out of the building fund. 

3. The two six month schools in Harman independent district 
did not run full time on account of a deficiency in the teachers' 
fund. 

4. You will notice that in Petersburg independent dtstrict but 
one district is given, although two schools were taught. The col- 
ored school in Harman Independent district is made up of pupils 
from both independent districts. In the spring of 1886 a part of 
the bridge was destroyed by high water, and therefore the school 
was taught in two branches last winter. This caused each of the 
independent districts to bear the burden of a four months school 
instead of two. 

My annual report of the condition of the schools in Grant coun- 
ty for the year ending June 30, 1887, is herewith submitted. My 
delay was occasioned by the failure of the sheriff to settle with 
the Boards of Education until a very late day. 

My report is complete according to the reports from the secre- 
taries. I have labored hard and used all means in my power to 
make it correct, and believe it i o be correct, or at least according 
to the secretaries' reports, I have nothing fiattering to write in 
regard to the progress and condition of our schools. 

Fifty-nine schools were taught in our county last year, many of 
them by young and inexperienced teachers. 

I visited all, and a few of them the second time. I found a ma- 
jority of the pupils making reasonable progress. With a few 
exceptions I found the teachers zealous and industrious. In most 
of the schools the pupils are irregular and the average attendance 
small, as will be seen in the statistical report. 

I think one of the principal hindrances to education is the lack 
of interest manifested by the patrons of our schools. Quite a 
number of our patrons never visit a school or inquire about the 
progress of their children* 
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GRANT COUNTY FOR 1888. 
(No written reports) 



GREENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. W. Hinkle, SupH. 

In submitting this, my annual report of the schools of Greenbrier 
county for the year ending June 30th, 1887, 1 beg leave to say I 
have used all diligence to get every item of the statistical and 
financial portions correct, and I think, in the main, I have suc- 
ceeded. Most of the district secretaries have been continued in 
office from year to year and are now familiar with the duties of 
the office and able to make reliable reports to me, thus enabling 
me to furnish you a correct report of the condition of the schools 
both statistically and financially. 

Within this year the schools have made reasonable progress, 
and improvement is visible in every department of the work. 
The Boards of Education are giving attention to school house 
architecture, building good houses and durable buildings through- 
out the county. 

There is a perceptible improvement in the scholarship of the 
teachers, while their gain in improved methods of teaching has 
been marked. The teachers are being stirred to a greater inter- 
est and energy through the influence of the Teachers' Institute, 
Teachers' Associations and Teachers' Reading Circles. The peo- 
ple of the county are becoming more interested in the work of 
the public schools, and are depending upon these schools to af- 
ford their children instruction in the primary branches and not 
supporting private schools for this purpose as was the case a few 
years ago. The school term has been lengthened in five districts 
of the county with good prospects of every district voting for an 
extended term within a very few years. The percent of enroll- 
ment and average daily attendance of pupils, for this year, was 
larger than that of any proceeding year since I have been County 
Superintendent, but the daily attendance being only forty-four 
percent of the enumeration of youth of the county is yet too low. 
This is the most unsatisfactory feature now connected with the 
schools of this county and the most difficult to remedy. 

I visited within the year nearly every school of the county, 
spending Irom a half to a whole day in each school. I never visit 
and examine more than two schools a day, and would like to 
spend one day at least in each school, but the large number of 
schools I have to visit forbids it. 

Our county institute, conducted this year by Prof. L. J. Wil- 
liams, was well attended by the teachers, aud he presented many 
Taluable ideas of teaching and school management. 
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Last November I organized a Teachers' Reading Circle in this 
county with fifteen members which has grown to number a mem- 
bership of eighty, all pursuing a course of study extending through 
two years, and which relates exclusively to the history and 
science of education and the art of reading, together with the 
science of school government and such other matters as pertain 
to intelligent teaching. 

In conclusion, I tender to you my grateful acknowledgement 
for your many acts of courtesy shown to me throughout our offi- 
cial intercourse. 



GREENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1888.— J. W. Hinkle, SupH. 

I herewith submit my annual report of the public schools of 
Greenbrier County for the school year ending, June 30, 1888: 

Considering all the surrounding circumstances, our schools 
made fair progress during this year. Measles prevailed in the 
county about three months during the most active part of our 
school term which reduced our daily attendance several hundred, 
yet notwithstanding this, the attendance will compare favorably 
with that of any preceding year, and the advancement of the 
pupils in the several branches is commendable. 

The Boards of Education, as a general thing, are composed of 
live, progressive men who are doing what they can to establieh 
our school system on a firm basis. Nearly all the new houses are 
supplied with patent desks, and the old school houses will be 
furnished with the same as fast as finances will permit. This 
year the Boards purchased a Dictionary and Color Chart for most 
every school house in the county, which with the wall-maps 
purchased a few years ago will be of incalculable benefit to the 
schools. 

The financial standing of our Boards is good as you will per- 
ceive from the report that there is a balance in the Treasury of 
both funds in nearly every district. I think the school work in 
our county is in a prosperous condition, and that the outlook for 
the future is encouragiiig. I ha 7e gradually raised the standard 
of the examinations each year, and the teachers generally have 
made the best of the situation, and many ot them are applying 
themselves diligently to the work of acquiring an education. 
Several are attending the Concord Normal School which has 
already supplied our schools with a number of efficient young 
teachers. 

The County Teachers' Associations were largely attended this 
year by the teachers, and the Teachers' Reading Circle numbers 
about eighty five members all of whom are reading some portion 
of the course prescribed by the Board of Directors which includes 
the following works: Kclectic Manual of methods^ RauVs 
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School Management^ EauVs Methods of leachina^ Cutter^a 
Physiology^ Hewett'^s Pedagogy^ Sully^s Psychology^ School Law 
of West Virginia^ and Barnes^ General History, At least thirty 
are up with this full course and will be able to take a diploma at 
the final examination in November, 1898. 

Our Teachers' Institute held annually has done good work for 
the teachers. The one held at Lewisburg, commencing July 23, 
1888, conducted by Maj. James M. Lee, of Huntington was a suc- 
cess, Maj. Lee is an excellent instructor, fully alive to educa- 
tional work and able to present many valuable ideas to the prac- 
tical teacher. 

I think the law granting four years' certificates should be so 
amended as to allow the present holders to receive another such 
certificate after passing successfully a single examination instead 
of having to go to our same old guide three years. 

A.S compared with former years, we have better school houses, 
better furniture, more apparatus, a better supply of text books, 
more professional literature and a higher degree of culture among 
our teachers, yet all that has been done is only a drop in the 
bucket, as compared with what remains to be done before our 
schools accomplish the purpose for which they are intended. 

I feel that much honor is due to many earnest and faithful teach- 
ers who have ever co-operated with me in trying to elevate the 
standard of education in this county by giving instruction to the 
teachers that has improved their methods of teaching, aided them 
in school management and given an educated tone to every one 
connected with the working of the free schools in Groenbrier. 
Especially in this line, for his earnest and enthusiastic labors 
must I mention the name of Prof. Alex H. Kerr, who was Princi- 
pal of the Lewisburg Graded School six years, but who is now 
Principal of the schools of Lombertville, New Jersey. 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1887.— D. M. Shawen, SupH. 

I herewith submit my second annual report of the condition of 
the Free Schools of Hampshire county for the school year ending 
June 30, 1887. Some delay has been occasioned herein, in conse- 
quence of the tardiness of the secretaries, whose reports in some 
instances, were very incomplete and erroneous. These officers, 
doubtless, should be selected from among the best scholars in the 
teachers' corps, or at least, filled by persons having a general 
knowledge of school affairs, and from what I could obtain else- 
where, all possible effort has been put forth to make it correct, 
and I shall regret exceedingly should you find it otherwise. In 
most cases the work done by the teachers, in the school room, 
during last winter, was superior to that of the preceeding term. 
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former suggestions, as to classification, better methods, stricter 
discipline, thoroughness and practicability, were introduced, and 
effectively practiced by many who had previously aimed at the 
quantity and not the quality of the work to be done. The bene- 
fits of such a course are not difficult to comprehend ; and in con- 
sequence thereof a gradual advance is reported. The general pro- 
gress of our schools, however, has been somewhat retarded, and 
the efforts of the teachers crippled, by the false economy prac- 
ticed by some of our boards. This fact is at once noticeable by 
the following features, viz : A general tendency to reduce teach- 
ers' salaries, an insufficient supply of school furniture, and a lack 
of the necessary apparatus. So long as such necessary appurten- 
ances are refused, the greatest possible amount of good can not 
be accomplished ; and the result is that the best teachers, as a 
rule, are driven from the field while novices occupy for a season 
:and until better pecuniary facilities are afforded. The average 
daily attendance was very considerably reduced by contagious 
diseases in different parts of the county. The people of Romney 
district have for several years continued their schools for six 
months. The good resulting therefrom, where attendance has 
been regular, is more than an equivalent for the additional out- 
lay. Our examinations last year were conducted with more rig- 
idnes8 than has been usual in this county ; and consequently a 
great reduction in percentages and a less number of high grade 
certificates was the result. Our questions were strictly practical 
and not difficult, but greater vigilance was exercised by the board 
on examination day. None rightly disposed will question the 
propriety or justice of such course. We confidently believe that 
strict discipline enforced throughout in the examination room, 
followed by careful grading, will result, eventually, in financial 
good to the energetic, progressive and qualified teacher. A cer- 
tificate fraudulently obtained, not only reflects discredit upon the 
Board of Examiners, but will most likely result in failure if not 
permanent injury to the holder, and will most surely injure the 
system. For the general good we think this policy should be 
adopted and persistently practiced. Our institute, last year, con- 
ducted by Prof. 0. A. Sipe, was in a word a success. His pleas- 
antry, courteous bearing to all, and unquestionable ability, gained 
for him a warm place in the hearts of those with whom he came 
in contact. We appreciate your kindness in returning him as 
conductor of our institute this year, and hail him with feelings of 
pleasure and gratitude. Some difficulty was experienced in this 
county last year, in filling the schools, in consequence of the 
strict enforcement of the law requiring teachers to attend insti- 
tute. This we enforce as a matter of necessity, of right and for 
the general good ; and in no spirit of domination. We paid 100 
official visits to the schools last session, and were generally pleased 
with the efforts of the teachers and courteously treated ; not only by 
the teachers but by the people. A more generous and hospitable 
people than those of Hampshire, we imagine, can not be found* 
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During the scholastic year just closed, one of our teachers was 
removed by death, Mr. S. G. Nealis, a young man of promise, 
in the prime of life, and but just entered the ranks. He possessed 
quick perceptive faculties, a warm and generous nature, and was 
the pride, hope and consolation of his parents. But he has gone, 
we humbly trust, from labor to reward. 

I close this report, hoping that you may find it, at least, meas- 
urably satisfactory, and that the next from this county may show 
greater educational advancement. 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1888— D. M. Shawbn, SupH. 

I herewith respectfully submit my third annual report of the 
free schools of Hampshire county. Having on two previous oc- 
casions reported at length the condition of the schools of this 
county, I deem it unnecessary, at present, to enter intp detail, 
«ince no material changes have been wrought during the past 
year. I will only add that the outlook is encouraging. We are 
not retrograding, but advancing. Many who were once enemies 
to the system now lend their aid and encouragement, by making 
the most out of it. They realize it to be a fixed fact. The num- 
ber of our teachers who still continue to attend our State Normals 
proves our advance, while the friends of education lend aid and 
encouragement to those aspiring ones, who thus strive to better 
prepare themselves for the noble work in which they are engaged. 
In consequence of serious and protracted illness in my family 
during last school session, I was unable to visit the schools, but 
am convinced, from all the information I could obtain, that the 
work done was generally satisfactory. 



HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1887— V. B. BfiRNAfeD, SupH. 

I herewith submit to you my annual report of the schools of 
Hancock County for the year ending June 30, 1887. On account 
of several of the secretaries failing to report at the proper time 
my report is a little late. Our county employed thirty one teach- 
ers the past year. The schools were kept in operation from six to 
eight months. I visited, within the year, every school in the 
county, and, with possibly one or two exceptions, found them in 
^ood working order. Our teachers are improving every year. A 
large majority of them make special preparation for the work 
of teaching. 
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Our school houses are all in good condition and well furnished. 
Each school has an unabridged dictionary, and quite a number of 
the schools have encyclopedias. 

In conclusion, permit me to acknowledge my appreciation of 
the many courtesies shown me during my term of office. 



HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1888— *W. A. H. Hobbs, SupH. 

Like the old book publisherp, permit me to oflfer an apology for 
a preface. 

In submitting this, my first written report, I labor under some 
difficulties. The power and duties of Superintendent were not 
conferred upon or required of me until March 12, 1888, when 
nearly half of the country schools had closed. Nevertheless, I 
visited all that were m session at that date, before they closed, 
and examined school property in various sub-districts where 
schools were not in session. 

I found the main school buildings, with few exceptions, in very 
good condition, supplied with plenty of light and good furniture, 
but scarcity of black-boards and black-board erasers seemed to 
cripple the work in a few schools, notwithstanding the well-cared 
for school house and school room, yet many of the out-buildings 
were in such repair and condition as to almost be a disgrace to 
the district. Vandalism and obscenity should be nipped in the 
bud, if the school should be necessitated to give a reward for evi- 
dence that would convict the perpetrators. 

The condition of many of these buildings is a great temptation 
to injure the morals and manners of the rising generation. 

I would not have said so much about this had I not noticed that 
so few school officers visited the schools, and possibly many of 
them do not know the real condition of affairs. 

Concerning the patronage of our schools, I notice that very lit- 
tle over one-half the enrollment equals the average daily attend- 
ance, where, if the enrollment was the average attendance, the 
cost per capita would be $8.76 per year, while on the present 
average attendance it averages $14.55 per scholar per year. 

Yet with all this drawback, on the education of the rising gen- 
eration, there is one other evil nearly as bad , not so much for an 
opportunity but for the cultivation of the habit of neglect and 
procrastination, and that evil is nothing less than tardiness. A 
pupil that is continually tardy seems to have been born behind 
time, and generally goes through life that way, unless something 
extraordinary is done for him. 

We have two graded schools, in form, yet only one in fact ; the 

*>Mr. Hobbs was appointed la place of E. D. Haines, resigned. 
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other being under the control of trustees who have no prescribed 
course or grade. 

The teachers are hired (paid) according to the grade of certifi- 
cate and in some instances, as it was this year, the third room will 
have twice as many scholars as the second room, and many of 
them in the same classes as those in the second. It is hoped that 
a radical change for the better will take place soon. So far as 
this report has gone I have done little but criticise. I hardly sup- 
pose it so valuable for me to eulogize as to criticise. 

But in reference to the work done in our sehools, I think, as I 
have been a teacher in both Pennsylvania and Ohio, and am 
somewhat acquainted with the school work in those States, we 
compare very favorably with our sister States. But still we can 
do better to keep pace with the push and improvement of West 
Virginia. 

If all our teachers would attend Normal Schools and study the 
philosphy of education and science of school government, we 
would soon build up a profession worthy of the name, instead of 
a stepping stone for other pmfessions. 

The principal aims of the public schools is to discipline, mental^ 
moral and physical. The latter is the most neglected and can 
only be remedied by industrial training, and by requiring graceful 
obedience to rightful authority. 



HAEDY COUNTY FOR 1887. 

{No yyritten Report) 



HARDY COUNTY FOR 1888.— W. Varner, SupH. 

I have the honor to submit to you my fifth annual report for 
Hardy county. I think you will find it quite correct : 

We have sixty-eight school houses in the county, with seventy- 
one teachers. Two school houses were destroy ed by fire last 
winter. No insurance. The enumeration of youths in the county 
is 2,610 this year, a decrease of twenty-nine since last year. The 
enrollment is 1, 836. The average daily attendance is 1,224. It 
will be seen from these figures that 774 children and youths, who 
are entitled to go to school, and for whom money is levied by the 
Boards of Education, never see inside the school house. It is also 
evident that of the 1,836 enrolled 612 stay at home, and are there- 
by deprived of the educational advantages that the law intends 
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for them. By reference to this annual report, it will be seen 
that there is a balance in the hands of the Sheriff on the Teach- 
ers' Fond of $1,028.26, and $1,057.57 on the Building Fund. The 
Sheriff is the proper custodian of these funds. It seems to me 
that he ought to pay interest on this amount, as money is worth 
its interest at any time. 

Prof. J. W. Johnson, of Franklin, W. Va., taught in this county 
last winter. He will teach again in Wardensville the coming 
winter. Prof. Johnson will teach a select school. 

The teachers of the county organized Beading Circles at the 
last County Institute, but I am sorrry to say that not much was 
^tccomplighed. 



HABRISON COUNTY FOR 1887. 
{No written Report.) 



HARRISON COUNTY FOR 1888.— J, S. Kile, SupH. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you my third annual report 
of the condition of Free Schools in Harrison county. It is as full 
and complete as I am able to make it from the reports furnished 
me. 

Most of the district Secretaries are careful men and try to send 
in full and correct reports. Bu*^^ it sometimes occurs that a teach- 
er, or a trustee fails to make his report to the Secretary. (If he* 
should resign before the school term expires.) There is no law to 
compel him to make a report. 

I believe you will find my report correct. I think I am war- 
ranted in saying that there are manifest evidences of progress in 
the schools of this county. 

Salaries are gradually being raised, and correspondingly the 
standard of examination is going up; and as a result, better 
teachers take the schools, and more satisfactory work is being 
done. 

The average length of school term this year was four and one- 
half months, and the average salary paid No. 1 teachers was 
$38 40 per month. Leaving off Clarksburg district the average 
would be some less. 

We need some practical system of graduation in the common 
schools. The Clarksbarg schools under the control of its efficient 
Board, and the management of Prof. Oittings, is doing a good 
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^ork. This school has a course of study running from the very 
primary through eight or nine years. 

The Salem schools through its liberal Board, and the manage- 
ment of Prof. David, is doing good work. 

Bridgeport too, deserves mentioning. Prof. Blair goes there 
this winter at a salary of $55 per month. An effort will be made 
this winter to change this sub district into an Independent school 
district, and I expect, in my next report to you, to report it so. 

Our teachers welcome the changes that were made in our 
school law at the last Legislature. Other beneficial changes 
might be made, but I presume what I might suggest, has been 
told over and over until it becomes an old story. 

I believe the good people of Harrison county are willing to let 
well enough alone, and make the best of it as it is. 

A B,eading Circle was organized in the county June 1, 1886. 
Also an annual meeting and election of ofBcers August, 1887. 
Since nothing officially has been done. 

Three or four of the district organizations bought books and 
have about completed the two years' course of reading prescribed 
by you. What may come of it I cannob now say. 

Owing to the intinerate nature of the teacher's profession, an 
ideal reading circle is impraticable. 



JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1887— W. G. Dcjbr, SupH. 

In reporting the condition of the Free Schools of the county, 
my delay is due to the secretaries not sending their reports any 
sooner. I take pleasure in reporting some noticeable improve- 
ment in educational matters in our county. There has been 
marked improvement in some of the schools. The school houses 
are, as a general thing, in tolerably good condition. There were 
several new houses completed, during my term of office, which 
are a marked improvement over the old houses of the county, 
with regard to seats, black-boards and ventilation. I think that 
the educational interests of the county are receiving more atten- 
tion from the people generally than heretofore. One very seri- 
ous hinderance to the prosperity and success of many district 
schools is the disposition, on the part of some officers and patrons 
-of the schools, to attribute their success or failure, as the case 
may be, almost entirely to the teacher ; and having placed them 
in charge of the schools, to feel themselves relieved of any further 
xesponsibility in matters, apparently not realizing that a success- 
ful school is dependent upon the aid and hearty support given the 
teacher, and pupils by the patrons and school officers, as w^U as 
upon the ability and qualifications of the teacher himself. A 
43chool cannot be highly successful where the patrons are wanting 
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in enthusiasm and interest and a disposition to encourage both 
teacher and pupil in their work. However, I am pleased to note 
an increasing interest in many districts in our county. 

It has been our intention to gradually raise the standard of 
qualification required of applicants for certificates, and the results 
thus far are very satistactory. I hope and believe that the time 
is gradually coming when common school teaching will be a pro- 
fession, and very much higher and better attainments and qualifi- 
cations will be necessary lor the teacher than are usually required 
at present. The best interest of the schools, in every particular, 
should be the prime motive in the selection of an instructor. If 
there be anything that will paralyze the activity and enthusiasm 
of accomplished teachers, and finally cause them to disrespect- 
the profession and be indifl*erent, it is to see inexperienced teach- 
ers with certificates, characterized by imperfect grades, ranking 
with them, both in price and position. We see that many of our 
best teachers are either driven Irom the profession altogether or 
induced to seek labor in other counties, because of the improper 
distinction made between them and these inexperienced teachers. 
To make any profession a success, its true and proper dignity 
must be preserved. In our county the profession of teaching is 
much abused by a class who use it simply for the remuneration 
found in it, only as a stepping stone to something higher and ap- 
parently more honorable. This profession is certainly one of 
honor, and one which stands abreast with any other for the eleva- 
tion of ma»>kind, and it should be carried forward by men who 
have the solicitude for preserving its original dignity and design. 

With many thanks for the kindness and promptness by which 
you have aided me, by way of information pertaining to 
school matters, I submit this my second annual report. 



JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1888.— J. W. Critbs, SupH. 

In visiting the schools of Jackson county the past winter, I 
must say that I was pleasantly surprised to find so much earnest- 
ness manifested upon the part of teachers. With few exceptions 
they were energetic and industrious. The teachers impressed me 
that they were not teaching for mere pay, but that they had a 
love for the work of teaching. The teachers are putting forth 
greater efforts to qualify themselves for the work than ever be- 
fore. There were more select schools in Jackson county the past 
summer than ever before in the history of the county. Some 
teachers attended the State Normals, others attended school at 
other points. The teachers are, however, prepared for more effi- 
cient work than ever before. In the meantime the Boards of 
Education are not sleeping. They are earnestly eadeavorlng to 
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furnish the teachers with comfortable school houses in which to 
instruct the youth of the county. They are also furnishing many 
of the houses with patent seat's which conduce greatly to the com- 
fort and convenience of the pupils. The Board in Eavenswood 
independent district is completing a school building which, I 
think, is a credit to Jackson county. The building, furnishing 
and all, will cost $15,000. 

The Reading Circle is being organized in some of the districts 
and will be in all of them in the near future, I think that the 
outlook is flattering. It has been my aim to make the schools 
better in various respects, — better in morals by impressing the 
teachers with the importance of moral training, better in discip- 
line by showing the teacher that to have a well disciplined school 
is the only way lo have a prosperous school, and that promptness, 
regularity and system are three of the indispensables of good 
teaching. It has been my aim to place the schools of Jackson 
oounty upon a higher educational plane, and I hope that the teach- 
ers may go to their respective fields of labor better equipped than 
ever before. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR 1887.— *A. Fhank Hess, Sup't. 

You will find that the amount of levy certified to each district 
is in each case greater than actual calculation will make it. The 
Boards in settling with the Sheriff", took the figures of the Clerk 
of the County Court so there would be no diff'erence in accounts 
at settlement. There is an error in the an^ount of commission al- 
lowed the Sheriff* on Teachers' Fund levy, in column eighty-four, 
and running on through the account, for Shepherdstown district. 
The commission allowed was $10().2I, but should have been 
:$135.38. In the disbursements from the teachers' fund of this 
same district you will find included $88.00 for tuition of trans- 
ierred pupils paid 1 o Berkeley county. The blank plainly shows this 
is tol^e charged to the building fund. I endeavored to have these 
errors corrected, but could not as the accounts had been closed 
and the new Board made its levy. While the blanks direct that 
money paid for transfers should be included in the building fund 
account and the law gives no direction in the matter, I think the 
item properly belongs to the teachers' fund and should be so 
placed. All the districts again allowed the sheriff commission 
on the railroad tax, except Shepherdstown district: 

I was appointed to the oflSce of superintendent at ths decease 
of my father in April. He had filled the office for nearly twelve 
years, and I took up the work where he was called to lay it down, 
and endeavored to complete it as if there had been no interrup- 

'■•'Appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the decease of John Hess, County Superin- 
tendent. 
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tion. All the schools were visited, except several that were 
closed ere I could reach them ; some were visited twice. We had 
fifty-two schools in operation during the year, employing fifty- 
nine teachers. Most of these did good*work, and but little com- 
plaint was made against any of the teachers, who endeavored to do 
faithful and earnest labor. One school house was built during^ 
the year. 

The graded schools at Shepherdstown, Harper's Ferry and Rip- 
pon showed an increased enrollment and greater effi3iency. 

Shepherd College, State Normal School, at Shepherdstown, un- 
der the management of Prof. T. S. Woofter, and his assistants^ 
Prof. A. B. Bush and Miss Laura C. Strider, had a prosperous 
year of it. There were sixty-nine students enrolled and the grad- 
uating class numbered six. The people of the eastern Pan Han- 
die have reason to be and are proud of this school. 

The Normal department of Storer College, for colored students^ 
at Harper's Ferry, also shows a good work done. I would like tG 
see the State scholarships in this school filled each year with eag- 
er applicants and hope such will be the case in fhe future. 

Arbor Day has accomplished much good in having our school 
grounds properly fenced and beautified. 

Our school law is changed so oiten, that no more changes 
should be advised, but so great is the need of a change in sections 
forty and forty- one so as to suit our county, ani others that run their 
schools over four months and save the expense of the extra elec- 
tion necessary to be'held under section four, that I would recom- 
mend either a change of the law entirely, so as to enable the 
length of term to be voted upon at the general school election 
every two years, or insert in section forty-one a clause making the 
decision good for four years, voting on the subject the year of 
election of the Presidents of the Boards after the manner speci- 
fied in section forty-one. This latter I think would suit all and 
not interfere with the present law that suits many other counties 
of the State better than anything else that might be adopted. I 
would urge your attention to this matter at the next meeting of 
our Legislature. 

In closing, while it does not belong to my year's work, I can't 
refrain from noting the adoption of a graded course of study for 
our public primary schools by the teachers of the county, at the 
Institute held in Shepherdstown the first month, July, This is a 
long step in the right direction, and I hope the reports of our fu- 
ture county superintendents may prove the wisdom of it and 
show wonderful achievement in the educational work of our 
county. 

I now wish to return thanks for your kindness shown to me 
for the short time I have endeavored to fill the oflSice, and for the 
promptness with which you have attended to our every demand 
upon you. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR 1888.— Emanuel Schabfper, Supt^ 

I have the honor of making my first annual report, but am 
compelled to make the usual excuse for my delay — the tardiness 
of secretaries in sending in their usual reports to me. All of the- 
districts allowed the sheriff commission of five per cent., but. 
Shepherdstown district, which allowed but three per cent. 

We are getting excellent school buildings, and new furniture is 
taking the place of the old. 

There were three new houses built in the county last year^ 
which is commendable, as quite a number of our schools are too 
large for the teacher to do justice to his or her pupils. 

I visited all of the schools once (fifty-two in number) and some- 
of them twice. As it was my first visit, I am not able to compare 
the work of this year with the past. I found the schools in good 
condition, and the teachers trying the grading system, which 
was adopted at our institute last year, which met at Shepherds- 
town. Where teachers made a thorough trial of it, its influence 
was plainly seen. 

Our teachers are earnest and hard workers. Every district in 
the county got out a catalogue of school officers, teachers and pu- 
pils, which is one long step to success in this matter. At last 
spring's examination of the graduating classes, we had forty- four 
to graduate, which has caused the pupils in our public schools to 
look up and be on the alert. 

Shepherdstown district does not make as good showing in the re- 
port of attendance as it would have doi^e but for the measles that 
so greatly interrupted the schools. Some were closed so long on 
this account that time was not allowed to put in the full time that 
the teachers contracted for. Middleway district also suffered 
from the same cause. 

I think I can truthfully say that the spirit of education is on 
the increase in this county, yet I fear that the small salary paid 
will cause many to leave us and engage in other business. 

The graded school in Shepherdstown, under the management of 
Mr. Geo. W. Banks, is an excellent school, and those at Bolivar, 
Rippon and Rhinehart's are progressing finely. 

Some steps, I hope, have been taken to procure a graded school 
at Charlestown. Shepherd College, under the management of 
Prof. A. B. Bush, is doing good work, some of our best teachers 
being graduates of Shepherdstown Normal School; and they are ex- 
cellent teachers. 

Storer College, under the leadership of Prof. N. C. Brackett, is 
doing a great amount of good in the cause of education, for the 
colored people in this and adjoining counties. The graduates 
from there are not only intelligent, but they are doing good work. 

The teacher's institute for this year was held in Charlestown^ 
with Prof. T. C. Miller as instructor, and I am proud to say, with 
success. 
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KANAWHA COUNTY FOR 1887.— 0. W. Milam, Sup't 

(No written Beport.) 



KANAWHA COUNTY FOR 1888.— Wm. Fielder, SupH, 

(No written Beport.) 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. M. West, SupH. 

(No written Beport.) 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1888.~G. C. Hinzbman, Sup't. 

The schools in Weston Independent District, were in good con- 

-dition under the management of Prof. J. W. Bonner and his able 

corps of assistants. The Jane Lew independent school was not 

so flourishing on account of not having a building sufficiently 

large for the school. 

In a great many sub-district the houses are not kept in repair. 
Trustees take no interest in looking after schools or school prop- 
erty. We can not expect them to exert themselves in that 
direction, without pay, and we are of the opinion if all school 
property in a district is left solely in the hands of the Boards of 
Education, tru3tees hiring the teacher, that a great many of our 
houses would be in better condition. 

Teachers' wages are low, too much so for the good of our schools. 
It is true that in some of our districts the levy for school purposes 
is high, reaching in some instances sixty-five cents on the $100 
valuation of property ; yet in the same district, the school proper- 
ty is the least valuable and the teachers are paid the lowest 
wages. 

In the older settled districts the local school tax amounts to a 
mere trifle, and we are of the opinion that there should be a 
County Board of Education, or that the Commissioners of the Coun- 
ty Court should lay the levy for school purposes and make it the 
same all over the county. If this should be done school property 
jnight be kept in better repair and teachers paid better wages all 
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over the county without school tax being burdensome anywhere. 
As it is, about one fifth of our teachers each year are without ex- 
perience, the experienced leaving the profession and boys and 
girls taking their places. 

Boards of Education and Secretaries of Boards of Education 
receive nothing compared with the work required to be per- 
formed. Six, eight and ten, and sometimes twelve days are re- 
quired of Boards of Education to do their work, in each ^year for 
which each member receives six dollars. 

Secretaries must attend each meeting besides all expense of 
correspondence and making reports, etc., for which he receives, 
the pitiful sum of twenty-five dollars per year. 



LINCOLN COUNTY FOE 1887.— J. W. Pearson, SupH. 

There were seventy-seven teachers employed in the schools of 
the county for the period of four months each during said school 
year. The daily attendance in the schools was better than that 
of last year, and as a class, I am glad to say, that the teachers are 
making marked improvement in the right direction. I feel safe 
in saying that no county in our proud little mountain State is 
more alive in an educational point of view than Lincoln county. 
While her teachers are alive and energetic, the people through- 
out the county are becoming enthused with a healthy growing 
educational sentiment. If teachers and parents throughout the 
county could be induced to subscribe for educational journals 
and in this way, create a thirst for this class of literature, it would, 
add much to school interest and have a more telling effect in the 
schools of the county than any other improvement that I can 
suggest, but owing to our limited mail facilities it is a hard task 
to get our people to subscribe for papers of any kind. 

The county institute for the year was well attended, and in 
many particulars the best ever held in the county. The atten- 
tion was extraordinary, and the interest manifested by the teachr 
ers was a good proof of their devotion to the school work. The 
pleasant and efficient manner in which the institute was con« 
ducted by Prof. George S. Laidley had a telling effect upon the 
teachers. 

As my work as county superintendent of Lincoln county closes^ 
with this report I desire to predict that in the near future no other 
county in the State will be able to boast of better schools or a. 
greater interest in the diffusion of useful knowledge. 

5 
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LINCOLN COUNTY FOR 188S.— A. G. Grass, SupH. 

My report has been delayed on account of the failure of the dis- 
trict secretaries to send in their full reports. I visited sixty-nine 
schools last autumn and found them in a prosperous condition. 
I think the spirit of education is increasing in this county. I 
found the teachers faithful in the discharge of their duties, and 
deserving of a great deal of credit for their zeal, energv and per- 
severance in imparting instruction to their pupils. 

I would suggest that the minimum salaries for teachers be rais- 
to thirty dollars for a No. one certificate, and twenty-six dollars 
for a No. two. We had a good institute this year, well attend- 
ed by the teachers. 

In conclusion, we heartily endorse the manner in which the 
State Superintendent has managed the school affairs of this State, 
and the promptness with which he has always responded to any 
call for school information. 



LOGAN COUNTY FOR 1887— J. 0. Whited, SupH. 

{No written Report) 



LOGAN COUNTY FOR 1888.— Bilton McDonald, SupX 

{No written Report.) 



MARION COUNTY FOR 1887— J. V. Oabpentisr, SupH. 

1 visited all the schools of the county last winter and find many 
signs of improvement, both in attendance and the interest mani- 
fested by parents, pupils and teachers. 

The demand for more than four months school has become 
general in many of the districts of the county, and in Mannington 
and Fairmont districts the people voted at the last election to 
continue the school term one month longer, and in these districts 
they will have five months school this coming term. 

The teachers of this county are putting forth greater eflforts to 
prepare themselves for their important work than ever before. 
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There was a larger attendance of the teachers of the county at 
that excellent institution, the Fairmont Normal School, than 
usual, and then I conducted a " Select School " at Mannington 
this summer, at which there was an enrollment of sixty young 
ladies and gentlemen, most of whom were preparing themselves 
for the teaCiier's profession. 

The Boards of Education, elected at the recent school election, 
are composed of some of the best men in the county, who are 
live, progressive and liberal men, who will take great interest 
in promoting the welfare of the schools, and will feel that it is a 
bad plan to sacrifice the interest or success of any school for a 
few dollars and cents. 

There is a decided improvement in the new houses being built, 
and the people are demanding more commodious buildings, seated 
with improved or patent furniture, and nearly all the new houses 
are much better and are being seated with patent desks, and are 
being finished off better than the old ones. 

There was an assistant principal, Mrs. M. Dickey Fleming, em 
ployed for the Fairmont High School last year, and the result on 
the efficiency of the school was very flattering, and the people of 
Fairmont justly feel proud of having one of the best graded 
echools in the State, and are determined to spare no efforts to 
render this school the best in West Virginia, 

The people of Mannington will make a great effort this year to 
place this school on an equal footing with other graded schools of 
the same size in other portions of the State. The success of the 
school this summer has led the people of the town to feel that it 
is possible, with proper management, to have a good school, and 
the people of the surrounding country have come to the conclu- 
"sion that it is to their interest to have a first class High School in 
their magisterial district, so we hope for a good showing in this 
district next year. 

In conclusion, I cannot express too earnestly my thanks for the 
<5ordial and hearty support that you, and the different members of 
the Boards of Education and the people have always given me, 
in my attempts to manage and improve the schools of Marion county. 

Indeed, everything under the existing circumstance that could 
he done, was done to make my work both pleasant and success- 
ful. I need not tell you how much remained to be done that 
would enhance the schools, but I can assure you that you will find 
my successor, Prof. James M. Satterfield, a live, energetic educa- 
ted man who will render the next two years of the schools of 
Marion County the most successful in the history of the county. 
In this connection I desire to express my thanks to the editor of 
the Index^ Mr. Ohley, Profs. Sipa and Miller, and other prominent 
personages in the county, who have so kindly rendered assistance 
in my work during the past four years, also to the good people of 
the rural districts who made my work pleasant while engaged in 
the work of visiting schools. . 

I congratulate you on the success of your fldministration; 
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MARION COUNTY FOR 1888.— J. M, Sattbbpield, Sup't. 

With every opportunity, I have advocated obedience to the- 
law among those officially connected with the schools of this 
county, and, so tar, the Secretaries of the several districts have 
strictly complied with my instructions, and promptly responded 
to every call that it is their duty to perform. Where one ha» 
failed to report within two or three days of the time specified by 
law, I have notified him that the time was about up and that the 
Statutes must be obeyed. So you see that my action in this re- 
gard, has been effectual in putting me in time. Most of the 
Secretaries of this county are very careful men, and take muck 
pride in sending me conect reports Yet, in two or three in- 
stances, I had to send for them to come and explain their manner 
of keeping books. 

I rejoice to know that there are many earnest and efficient 
workers in the cause of education here — our county is not want- 
ing in noble examples. This county employed last year 13^ 
teachers. I visited every one of them, some of them twice, and 
found them, with a few exceptions, doing their duty earnestly and 
well. There are a few with us, I am sorry to say, who are not of 
the spirit of the true teacher, and will, ere lone:, have to seek a 
business more congenial to their natures. We are, however^ 
cheered by a manitest and continued improvement in the main. 
Many of the teachers of the county continue, year by year, to 
attend the Normal School at Fairmont, during tbe summer season,, 
and their efforts, in thus trying to improve themselves, are cer- 
tainly appreciated l»y those who know and see the needs of the 
common school teacher. What the teachers lack, is not scholar- 
ship, hut proper methods of instruction. The tendency with so- 
many, is simply to hear recitations. The successful teacher 
knows something else — he knows how to impart knowledge. 

One great draw back in the profession of teaching, is the low 
salaries paid. One who makes a success in teaching will also be 
successful in other callings, hence, when teaching fails to com- 
pensate him, he will seek employment more renumerative, and 
the consequence is, the inexperienced teacher is constantly tak- 
ing the place of the experienced. Too many boys and girls — 
children — are tryina to teach school. A teacher ol twenty years* 
experience is offerea no better pay in the common schools than 
one who has never taught, provided their certificates of scholar- 
ship happen to be ol the same grade. A teacher should be paid 
according to what he does and not according to the amount he 
knows. 

There should be some law enacted by the Legislature of thia 
State so as to guarantee payment, on demand wh^n a teacher pre- 
sents an order for salary to the sheriff. Many ha ire to wait, some- 
times, a year or more, before they can get their orders paid. Thia 
is wrong. Let a remedy be given. 

Thore.should be some adjustment made in;th8>nifilteQ&of conn- 
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ty superintendent's salaries. With the exceptions that none are 
"well paid, the law now is good enough so far as it goes. But 
when there are over one hundred schools no provision is made 
for any more salary. A Superintendent of a county with a 
hundred and fifty schools or upwards is paid none more than one 
superintending a county having but a hundred schools. The 
salary should increase in the same ratio above one hundred 
schools, as it does below one hundred scnools. Marion county 
has nine dis'ricts, two of which, Fairmont and Palatine, are inde- 
I>endent. The largest district is Mannington, having thirty -five 
«ub districts and employing thirty nine teachers. It is a terri- 
tory equal to something near one-third the area of the county, 
and an enumeration this year of 1,958. The graded school at 
Mannington is in charge of ex-county Superintendent, J. V. Car- 
penter, who is faithfully and zealously doing his duty. 

Manninglon and Fairmont districts, voted to have five months 
of school last year, and so well were the people pleased with it, that 
Mannington district had a special election in May, and will have 
five months this year. Fairmont district will also, have five 
unonths if no objections are made. We have in the Independent 
district of Fairmont, seven months all around, white and colored. 
Palatine has six months school. Winfleld district made the lowest 
levy for teacher's fund this year, being only five cents on the hun- 
dred dollars. The minimum term for schools should be fixed by 
law^f at not less than five or six months. Financially, the schools 
of Marion county are in good conditon. Nearly all the districts 
have a considerable balance in the treasury. Two new school 
houses were built last year, and three or four will be built this 
year. One great obstacle to success in our schools is the lack of 
attendance, compulsory school law is the only remedy. Let us 
still cherish this sublime system of free schools, and in anticipa- 
tion, await its perfection. Accept my hearty thanks for the 
promptness with which you have answered ail inquiries from me. 



MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1887.— W. M. Wirt, Suj>H. 

In transmitting to you my annual report, I will mike but few 
remarks. Suffice to say that our schools have prospered daring the 
year. 

Oar teachers have shown a disposition to prepare themselves 
for better work by taking a lively interest in reading circles, ed- 
ucational meetiags aad district institutes. 

Reading circles were organized an 1 successfally carried on in 

;ery district except WaOstar ani Wyshiagtoa. 

A new sub-district was formed at Viola in Sand Hill district 
with an enumeration of sixty. Also a new sub-district was form- 
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ed from Washington and Union districts, to be controled by the 
Board of Washington district. 



MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1888.— W. M. Wibt, Sup'L 

During the year I visited all the schools in the county except 
four, and those were closed before I reached them. Our county 
is too large for a superintendent to do the work that ought to be 
done. 1 have to work very industriously and make my visits 
short in order to make the rounds duriiig the term. In visiting 
schools my principal aim is to ar3use the x>eople to make them 
prosperous. When the parents are deej ly interested in school 
work, the teachers are compelled to do better work. 

I am pleased to say there has been a great improvement in the 
methods of our teachers during the last three years. The old sys- 
tem of learning by rote has given place to the thorough compre- 
hension and application. 



MASON COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. L. Whitten, Suft. 

I herewith submit my fourth and last annual report of the 
schools of Mason county. Care has been taken to make the re- 
port correct, and I hope it will prove to be the most complete and 
satisfactory report it has been my privilege to make, Daring the 
past four years I have made, ae the law requires, annual visits to 
the schools of the county, and so far as I have been able to ob- 
serve, the sentiment among our people is largely in favor of free 
schools, better school houses and thorough, wide awake teachers. 

The school population of the county has slightly decreased 
from that of last year, "w hich is due to a large number of families 
leaving Waggoner district when the nailing mill at Clifton was 
moved to Middleport, Ohio. But while this is true, the enroll- 
ment and average daily attendance has increased. In 1886 the 
enrollment was 6,379. Average daily attendance 3,640. This 
year the enrollment is 6,498 and the average daily attendance 
4,139, an increase in average daily attendance over last year of 
499. These statements indicate that parents are taking more in- 
terest in having the youth of the county attend our district 
schools. This being true, our schools must continue to be in a 
prosperous condition. 

The increase in the State school fund has been a great aid to> 
the poorer districts of the county, enabling these districts to ia- 
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crease the nu:nber of months of school, and with one exceptioiiv 
pay the teachers higher wages. 

There are four independent districts in the county, viz : Point 
Pleasant, employing nine teachers; Mason City, ten teachers; 
Hartford City., four teachers, and New Haven, four teachers. The 
graded schools of West Columbia, Clifton, and Valley City em- 
ploy from three to six teachers. The plan of work in these 
schools is of the highest order and speaks well for the teachers 
employed. Many of our young ladies and gentlemen leave these 
schools well prepared for teaching and active business life. 

I have no other recommendations to make than those embod- 
ied in my last written report. 



MASON COUNTY FOR 1888— Oliver Phelps, SupH. 

{No written report) 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1887— J. W. Barnett, ISupH: 

(No written report.) 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1888— J. W. Bennett, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



MINERAL COUNTY FOR 1887— G. S. Arnold, Suft: 

I herewith hand you my fourth annual report of the Free 
Schools in Mineral County. 

I had the pleasure of visiting every school in the county once, 
and several of them twice in the past year. 

The work that I found being done in the schools was excellent, 
ordinary and indifferent. As the teacher was so I found the 
school. We need more good teachers. I think that public senti- 
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ment is still growing in favor of the schools, and could there be a 
<5orps of competent and responsible teachers secured for the 
schools, in whose hands the children could be safely entrusted, I 
feel sure that much of the remaining opposition to cur schools 
•would then be removed. 

We aim to maintain the standard of education in our examina- 
tions. A goodly number of our teachers have attended the Nor- 
mal School, or other schools, within the past year, and in propor- 
tion as the teacher becomes better qualified for his work, in the 
same proportion public censure subsides and the work becomes 
a success. 

Our schools are being better provided for from year to year. 
The boards have nothing but good school houses built now and 
furnished with good patent furniture in most cases. Also, most 
of the schools are supplied with some apparatus. Several new 
school houses will be built this season. There is this year a small 
advance in the teacher's salary from last year. 

District Institutes are still a source of pleasure and profit to 
our teachers. These meetings were held mostly over the county 
last year. 

At your suggestion, the teachers in this county organized a 
Teachers' Reading Circle at the beginning of last year. A com- 
mittee was appointed to select reading matter for the "Circle" 
for one year. Accordingly, Hewett's Pedagogy and Sully's 
Psychology were selected. Some of the teachers read both of 
these books, but most'of them only one of the books. 

There were several district organizations which met regularly 
to discuss the subject treated in the books above named, and 
near the close ot our school examinations were held in these 
branches and certificates granted. Nearly half the teachers in 
the county engaged in the Circle, but only about one-fourth of 
them passed the examination. 



MINER A.L COUNTY FOR 1888.~Geo. S. Arnold, SupH. 

Again I have been detained from making my annual report by 
the lateness of one of the secretary's reports. Bj making a care- 
summary of the school work in this county for the past year, I 
find that it was very successful. You will find nearly all of the 
items called for in the report auswered fully and correctly. A 
few of them were not given in the secretary's reports. 

The schools are annually increasing in number. Also the term 
is being lengthened and the salary raised in several of the dis- 
tricts. Thus showing a decidedly progressive work. 

I would suggest that the minimum term of school, by law, 
throughout the State, should be increased to five or six months 
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instead of four, as it now is. And it is generally considered a 
nuisance that the people should be called upon every few years 
to vor ioT or against the levy for school. Certainly the free 
school pystem of West Virginia has become sufficiently establish- 
•ed to make it a fixed thing. 

I am of the opinion that the law compelling teachers to attend 
-an institute annually should be changed. There is much dissatis- 
faction among the teachers in regard to this, and public opinion 
also calls for a change? I think there should be a law passed re- 
quiring teachers to attend institutes, or for their not doing so to 
forfeit a portion of their salary. Also, it seems unjust to the pro- 
fession of teaching that those teachers holding four year's certifi- 
■cate can not have it renewed at their expiration by passing a 
proper examination. 

The Institute work in this county has been very sacce?9'"ul. 
Our county district institute will convene on the thirt^ienth of 
August. We anticipate a good institute. 

Also for several years we have been holding small district in- 
stitutes throughout the county. These have excited much inter- 
est and enthusiasm in the work among the teachers and others. 
If the work be successfully carried on these institutes can be 
made more practicable in the schools than the larger county in- 
stitute. 

The teacher's reading circle has been a working factor among 
us. In some districts the work has been vigorously pushed. 
We have some excellent teachers in this county and among them 
is the greatest desire to go forward. 

Public opinion still seems to favor compulsory attendance at 
school by law. 

Feeling that this is correct, I respectfully submit the same to 
you as my fifth annual report. 



MONONGALIA GOUTY FOR 1887.— V. Vandbroort, Su:pH. 

{No written report) 



MONONGALIA COUNTY FOR 1888.— W. E. Glasscock, SupH. 

It aflfords me great pleasure to report education in a flourishing 
condition in our county. The work done by teachers last winter 
gave almost universal satisfaction. This is not only gratifying to 
teachers, but to all who are interested in education, as well, 

I visited every school bao one in the county, and aimed to stay 
long enough with each teacher to ascertain the character of the 
work done. While I found quite a number who were not teach- 
ing according to the most advanced ideas of the day, yet I found 

6 
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them willing and ready to learn and to practice such advanced 
ideas as could be made practical in our common schools. 

I had the pleasure of raeetins: most of the school officers, arid 
a great many patrons of the schools. Whenever possible I staid 
in a sub district over night, and met the people in their school 
houee, and discussed education with them. Of course some of 
the patrons are cold and indifferent on the subject of education, 
but there are enough energetic, wide-awake men in each sub- 
district to very materially aid the teacher in his work. 

I tried to impress upon the minds of teachers and pupils the 
very great importance of being practical in our work; gave the 
schools illustrations of persons who had completed our Free 
School course, as they thought, yet had not sufficient practical ed- 
ucation to do the business of a farmer. 

It is our intention to raise the standard of teachers a little thi& 
year, and hope it may be continued in the future. Examinations 
will be two days instead of one, as heretofore. 

The State Normal Institute, held in this county this year, com- 
mencing in June, and continuing four weeks, was pronounced by 
all a decided success. I think that this move, projected by some 
of the talented young men of our county is one in the right di- 
rection, and doubtless next year the institute will be more largely 
patronized by the teachers of our county and of the State. Some 
feared it would not be practical, but it was proven to be so ; oth- 
ers said the term was too short to carry out the programme they 
had arranged, and next year the term will be six weeks instead 
of four. Another objection offered was, it was a "money-making^ 
scheme." What difference to you or to me if these young men 
make a million dollars out of it, so that we get value received for 
all it costs us ? 

One district of the county had five months' school. 

There was one new house built in Clay district and one in Cass, 
and there will be five or six new ones built in the year. 

I would like to see the following changes in our school law : 

1. The number of trustees reduced to one, 

2. Section forty amended so that when once the school term is 
lengthened in a district, it will remain at that until reduced by a 
vote of the people. 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1887— C. M. Honakbk, SupH. 

There has been a decided improvement in the condition of our 
schools during the past year. Every gchool in the county was in 
operation, and, with but few exceptions, the work accomplished, 
was very satisfactory. 

The Board, of Examiners by raising the standard of teachers' 
examinations seem to have infused new life into our teachers. I 



BEPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTEKDKNTS. 43^ 

believe we have as fine a corps of teachers as can be found in the 
State, Everybody in this county seems to be trying to advance 
the educational interests of our State. May the good work move 
onward until our institutions of learing equal, if not surpass 
those of any State in the Union. Our Institute conducted by Dr. 
M. A. Newell and Prof. G, S. Laidly was a decided success. 

The Teachers' Associations, held in diflferent parts of the county 
during past winter, were generally, well attended not only by 
teachers but by parents and children who seemed to be as deeply 
interested in their success as the teachers. 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1888.~W, E. Hines. SupH. 

Considering everything, the schools of the county did a good 
work the past year. I think I would be safe in saying that one- 
half of the schools were closed on account of sickness, measles,. 
&c., some two weeks and some as long as six weeks, which was 
very detrimental to their success 

I note with pleasure the interest manifested by the Boards of 
Education, teachers, &c., in the advancement of education. The 
interest is much greater than it was a lew years ago. 

School property is in tolerably good condition. There is a con- 
siderable need of patent seats, some houses are badly seated, but 
they are seating them rapidly. The Red Sulphur Board has 
made an order for seats for eight rooms this year. The same is 
the case in the other district. 

I find that the revised and old edition of text books are giving 
the teachers an unnecessary amount of work to do, from the fact 
that they cannot class the pupils in the different books. I en- 
deavored to get as many exchanges as possible last year, but that 
is a slow process. 

I held seventeen Teachers' Associations in the various districts, 
of the county the past year. All were well attended by teaceers,. 
patrons, and pupils. The outlook for school work the present 
year is flattering. 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1887.— C. E. Walling, SupH. 

I have the honor herewith to submit to you my fourth annual 
report of the condition of the Free Schools of Morgan county for 
the year ending, June 30, 1887. I have used all the means in my 
power to make it full and complete. 

Our schools have been successfully taught with but few excep- 
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tions. Our teachers are making rapid improvement as the result 
of our last examination will fully attest. Oat of forty- three 
teachers examine i, thirty.nine obtained number one certificates. 
The Berkeley Springs Summer Normal or training School taught 
by Prof E. E. Mercer was quite a success, and was largely con- 
ducive to the intellectual advancement of a large portion of our 
teachers. 

The financial condition of our county is good. We have school 
property valued at $26045, and a surplus of building fund $784.75 ; 
and a serplus of teachers fund, $650.08. We have built two new 
echo d1 houses this year; one in Allen and one in Sleepy Creek 
district. Sleepy Creek district has increased her school term 
from four to six months, Bath district from seven to eight months* 
and Cacapon district has five months in the country schools and 
seven months in her graded school at Paw Paw, while the other 
threfe districts Allen, Rock Gap and Timber Ridge have only 
four months. 

I think our Legislature should pass a law making the school 
term not less than six months instead of four. 

The statistical report of our county still shows a fearful dis- 
crepancy between the number of youth enumerated and the 
average daily attendance. Out of the 2,206 youths enumerated 
the average daily attendance was 1,100 not quite one-half the 
number. 

How is the evil to be remedied without a compulsory law ? I 
would like some one to suggest a remedy ; but there is none with- 
out a law compelling the parents to send their children to school. 
Some say we must educate the masses so they will appreciate an 
education ; but how are we to do it ? The greater number who 
do not avail themselves of the opportunity offered by the Free 
Schools, are the children of poor and ignorant parents who will 
be allowed to grow up in ignorance, and generation, after genera- 
tion will do the same unless the law forces them into school until 
the one generation is educated, then the greatest difficulty will be 
overcome. If parents are remiss in their duties to their chil- 
dren, and not aware of the great responsibility renting upon them; 
they should be made sensible ; and be compelled to discharge a 
parents duty. 

The cost of education per capita per term for the county in- 
cluding all expenses based on enumeratiim $1,36. based on 
average daily attendance $9.75 ; including teachers salaries and 
current expenses only, based upon enumera.ion $3.12, based on 
average daily attendance, $6.88. 

In retiring from the Superintendency of the schools of M ^rgan 
county I will av^ail myself of this opportunity to exnress many 
thanks to State Superintendent, Institute instructors, and all 
school officers of Morgan county with whom I have been associ- 
ated, for their kindness, prompt co-operation, and assistance in 
the discharge of my duties. 

The many pleasant associations^ connected with the office of 



BBPORTS OP COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 45 

Superintendent will often well up in memory, as a bright oasis in 
the desert waste of life. I take a great interest in the intellec- 
tual culture of the youth of our county and State. I note their 
progress with feelings of pride and satisfaction for the higher the 
order of intellect and the greater the degree of mental culture 
the nearer we approach Nature's God. 

When our shadows lengthen toward the setting sun, and we are 
called to launch our frail barks upon that mysterious river, we 
will be better qualified to explore the Grand Infinitude of that un- 
known Future. 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1888.— S. B. Edmiston, SupH. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you my first report of the^ 
condition of the schools of Morgan county for the school year end- 
ing June 30th, 1888 : 

You will find that portion of the report, number twenty-nine, 
incorrect, owing to the secretaries failure to give information, not- 
withstanding I made a particular request on that subject. You 
will also find that the secretary of Oa Capon district failed to give 
the railroad tax, causing that portion of my report to be incor- 
rect. I think our people are realizing the importance of educa- 
tion, and are taking a deep interest in our schools. Most of the 
districts have increased the term and salaries of the teachers. 

Our teachers are steadily improving in the art of teaching, and 
becoming better scholars. When we consider the low salaries 
and short terms we must confess that there is little encourage- 
ment for our young men and women to enter the profession. 

Our Legislature should pass an act to increase the school term 
to at least six months, and the salary for a number one certificate,, 
should be about $30, or $35 per month , this would encourage 
our teachers to take a pride in the work, and enable them to 
purchase books for their own improvement. 

I visited the schools and found them in a flourishing condition, 
and the teachers doing excellent work. There is one draw-back 
to more efficient work on account of little or no apparatus being 
furnished to aid in the work. Our Boards of Education should 
see that this important part should be furnished the different 
sshools. 

One ot the great evils of our schools is irregular attendance and 
frequency of tardiness. Ohildren should be taught to regard reg- 
ular and punctual attendance at school as their life work for the 
time beingi for the 'habits here performed are lik^y to be their 
habits in after life. Parents should see that their children are 
^imnotiial, for to. tbem will depend the ouce ol tMsevil. 

lo coQcbiiioiii I miiyr say, that I lutveeveiy) reason, to. brieve 
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that the coming school year will be one of great snccess in our 
-county. 



McDowell county for ISST— T. O. Blahkbhship, Sup'U 

{No written report) 



JtfcDOWELL COUNTY FOR 1888.— T. C. Blankenship, SupH. 

{No written report.) 



NICHOLAS COUNTY FOR 1887— T. C. Brown, SupH. 

{No written report.) 



NICHOLAS COUNTY FOR 1888.— W. S. Henderson, SupH. 

{No written report.) 



OHIO COUNTY FOR 1887— W. C. Wikdman, SupH. 

{No yyritten report,) 



OHIO COUNTY FOR 1888— J. F. Foreman, SupH. 

The office of County Superintendent, as empowered and sal- 
aried, is not calculated to advance the school interests as intended, 
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Sufficient salary should be attached to the office that would enable 
the .officer to spend his entire time among the schools of his 
county, then he could, with a greater degree of certainty, deter- 
mine and report progress of schools, and it would further be a 
guide to some extent to direct a board of examiners in the grant- 
ing of certificates. As for instance, six or eight visits to a school 
during a term, and under diflferent circumstances, would insure a 
more accurate report, both local and general, as to qualifications 
of teacher, deportment and progress of pupils and a full consid- 
<6ration of everything pertaining thereto. 

I would strongly advocate a State Board of Examiners, a uni- 
«form examination to be held in each Congressional district, said 
board to be paid by the State, granting certificates gratis to each 
.applicant entitled. 

The abolishing of compulsory institutes would meet the ap- 
.proval of this county ; but if continued, to be held during the 
school term and the teachers allowed for the time. 

The law should be more stringent on boards of education and 
trustees in regard to looking after the interests of the schools, 
condition of buildings, &c. 

Our county will favor a compulsory school law and trust that 
our next Legislature may fully consider and pass a bill to this 
effect. Of course, ample provision must be made for the children 
of parents who are unable to furnish books, clothing, &c. If a 
law of this nature would seem detrimental to the State at large, 
we would ask that each county be allowed to vote on it at the 
next school election, third Tuesday in May, 1889. 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1887.— G. W. Davis, SupH. 

With pleasure I submit to you my second annual report of the 
public schools of Pendleton county. I have found it almost im- 
possible to get correct reports from all the secretaries. Some 
of the teachers failing to fill all the blanks of the term register 
and some of the secretaries misunderstanding the instructions 
and explanations given. I made an earnest effort to get the sec- 
retaries to report accurately but partly failed owing to the fact 
that the teachers failing to report all items as the register directs. 
The consequence was the secretaries could not report in full. 

I visited seventy-four schools in the county during the year. I 
found them, for the most part, getting along very well, but we 
think there might be still a great improvement in our schools if 
•our teachers would use a little more energy and tact. However, 
we have an earnest and enthusiastic corps of teachers, doing good 
work. 

While visiting schools last winter. I invariably asked each 
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teacher the following questions : How many pupils are entitled 
to attend your school ? How many are enrolled ? How many 
absent ? State, if you can, the causes of their absence. In a few 
schools all the pupils entitled to attend were enrolled. In 
answer to the last question various causes were assigned, the 
most common being indifTerence on the part of the parents or too 
great distance from school hou&e. 

The County Institute convened at Franklin. Prof. 0. A. Sipe, 
principal of the State Normal School at Fairmont, conductor. It 
was considered one of the best and most interesting ever held in 
the county. Many of the sessions, especially those held in the 
evening, were well attended by the citizens, who took part in the dis- 
cussion as set forth in the program and, it is generally believed, 
much good s:ood was accomplished. 

The Boards of Educatien for the several districts continue to 
displace old houses and build new ones in needy communities. 
A lew years hence and our county will be well supplied with 
good, comfortable and well-arranged buildings. 

Oar late Institute held at Upper Tract, July 18, conducted by 
Prof. James W. Johnson, was a most pleasant and enjoyable af- 
fair. Eighty-five were enrolled — the largest ever held in the 
county. Our teachers have organized a county Heading Circle 
and hope to make it a success. 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1888.— G. W, Davis, SupH. 

With pleasure I submit to you my annual report : 

I have found this school year one of much interest and success.* 
Owing to the many disadvantages that originated the past winter 
as to high water and sickness, the attendance you find small. The 
principal cause was measles. 

Our county institute, conducted by Prof. J. W. Johnson, waa 
considered as successful as the county institutes that were held 
previously. The institutes are rapidly growing into popular 
favor with the teachers, tax- payers and people of Pendleton. Aa 
a proof of this assertion, the Institute register will show the larg- 
est attendance ever known in the county. 

I am more and more in favor of a compulsory school law com* 
polling parents to send their children to the Free Schools. Of the^ 
3,197 youths enumerated in the county of Pendleton you will find 
but 1,489 in actual attendance. 

The Legislature reducing the school month from twenty-two to 
twenty days found considerable opposition with tax- payers and 
patrons, while the teachers were very jubilant over the change. 

The subject of co-education was brought up and discussed at 
our last Institute^ and the Institute as a body ^ believed that 



REPORTS OF OOUJiTY SUPERINTENDBNIS. 49 

women should be educated as well as men, and that co-education 
ishould find its way in every first-class school. 

The law requiring Physiology and Hygiene to be taught in the 
common schools has hastened the teachers to make themselves 
acquainted with this branch. 

As your term of office will soon expire, allow me in behalf of 
our teachers, friends of education and people generally to express 
to you their sincere appreciation of your valuable services in 
building up the educational interest of our little mountain State, 
which bids fair to cope with any State in the Union to a height 
never before reacho'i. 



PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1887— A. W. Gorrkll, SupH. 

I have the honor to submit my report of the Free Schools of 
Pleasants county for the year ending June 30, 1887. I take 
pleasure in acknowledging the promptness of the secretaries in 
sending in their reports, also the correctness of the same. 

The number of youths enumerated in Pleasants county, for the 
school year ending June 30, 1887, were 2,363 ; number enrolled, 
1,725; shomng that 638 youths failed to enter school at all. 

The average daily attendance of those enrolled was only 1^037, 
being 1,326 less than the number enumerated. 

We certainly need a law that will compel parents and guard- 
ians to send the children under their care to school. The purity 
of society, the integrity and permanence of our institutions, de- 
pend upon the moral and intellectual training of our children. 
For this cause let us have a compulsory school law. 

The County Superintendent has not the power h3 sh^nld have. 
His authority being only advisory he can do nothing toward get- 
ting rid of those teachers whose only care seems to be the money 
which is so unwisely paid them. Give the Superintendent a liv- 
ing salary, let him visit the schools monthy, with power to sus- 
pend the teacher3, subj dct to investigation and approval by the 
Board of Education. 

Our schools are slowly but surely gaining ground. An earnest 
•eflFort is being made by some of our teachers and school officers 
to bring the schools of our county up to the high standard attained 
by many schools of our State. 

In closing my report I desire to thank the school officers, teach- 
•ers and many friends of education, for the respect, courtesy and 
hospitality shown me while in the discharge of my official duties. 
My best wishes attend you in your great and good work. 



PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1888,— L, A. Ellis, Supt. 
I have spared no pains to make this report full and accurate, 

7 
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and trust you will find it such. The Secretaries have with one or 
two exceptions been very slow in making out and sending their 
reports, and I was compelled to return one report for correction. 

The schools are advaning but the progress is not such as I 
would be pleased to see. The elder teachers are not giving the 
satisfaction they once did, nor do they seem to have the success 
that the majority of the younger teachers meet with. This I 
think is entirely owing to the younger teachers making prepara- 
tions to render better service each year, while some of the older 
teachers siill cling to old ioggyisms and make no efforts to keep 
up with the times. I think our shools generally speaking are in 
far better condition than any time during the past. The Boards 
are furnishing good comforiable houses and seem to be taking a 
deeper interest in the schools than heretofore, While some of 
the districts have furnished their schools with Webster's Un- 
abridged Dictionaries and cheap globes the majority are without 
even these, and all other apparatus save euch as the teachers sup- 
ply. Such I suppose will be the case until the more intelligent 
fill the cflSces of members of the Boards of Education and Trus- 
tees, etc. 

In Union district ten of the school? were for five months dura- 
tion and one was for three months. The other two months will 
be reported next year. 

The sheriff charged three per cent, instead of five per cent, on 
the railroad tax. 

There will be three new houses built in the county this year^ 
Two new sub-districts formed, giving us forty-three schools in- 
stead of forty- one. 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1887.— H. M. Lockridgb, Sup't 

I have the honor to transmit to you my annual report of the^ 
schools of Pocahontas county, which has been delayed on account 
of some errors found in secretaries' reports. You will find it a& 
accurate as coul^i be made from statistics furnished me. 

Our schools are in a prosperous condition and will compare fa-^ 
vorably with those of our sister counties. Much interest was. 
manifested at our Institute both upon the part of the teachers and 
the people generally. 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1888.— M. G. Mathews, Sup't. 
.... ^ . . {No written report.) 
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PEESTON COUNTY FOR 1887.— B. M. Squibes, SupH. 

{No loritten report) 



PRESTON COUNTY FOR 1883.— B. M. Squires, SupH, 

In transmitting to you my third annual report, I feel that the 
actual needs of our schools are more clearly before me than at 
any former time : 

During my visits among the schools I have carefully observed 
both teachers and pupils ; and while I was p'ratified to find pro- 
gressive, earnest and industrious teachers, and active, promising 
pupils, I discovered that there s*ill exists difficiencies which can 
be supplied without very great additional expense to the tax- 
payer. 

The first of these wrongs must be remedied by degrees. I find 
that many of the school houses are so constructed as to admit 
light from direction which is injurious to the eye, and a source of 
great annoyance to both teacher and pupil. Blinds in most cases 
are used, but the architects of the past were not far-seeing enough 
to arrange the windows so as to prevent the direct sunlight, or re- 
flection, from dazzling the eye. This fault, or rather deficiency,, 
is being provided for as houses need repairing. The new houses 
constructed within the past two years are all of modern design, 
substantially built, and are in almost every way superior to the 
older ones. Greater care has been exercised within the past few 
years in the selection of sites for school buildings than formerly. 
Had proper judgment in this direction been exercised in the be- 
ginng the sanitary condition of our school premises would have 
been better to day ; and our people could have had ample school 
facilities with fewer houses than we now have. 

A COURSE OF STUDY. 

. The true American idea of liberty is of the roost progressive 
and sublime kind, but the intelligence of a nation teaches that 
when we fail to govern ourselves we must be governed ; else we 
look more to instinct that intelligence to direct our course. Just 
as soon as a people are non-progressive in their ideas and works 
these non- progressive ideas of liberty ought to be taken from 
them. That is true liberty ; when it is the reverse, and people 
with proper ideas and pure motives, are held in check by wrong 
laws, it is tyranny, according to one of our American authors. 

This introduces what I wish to say, but its teachings will apply 
in many more cases. It is this. If parents and pupils cannot 
choose studies which are best for the pupils to pursue, it is better 
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that oar law contain a section prescribing what stadies are to be 
pursaed by our pupils from year to year, from the time they enter 
school, until the Free School course shall have been completed. 
A large per cent, of the ^/upils in our common schools, either by 
Nature's endowment, or surroundings at the home-circle, a 
mania for a chosen branch or two, and the teacher who attempts 
to govern a pupil in this direction, or tries to influence him in re- 
gard to the pursuing of the school branches, often gets the ill will 
of the pupil and the censure of the parent. A chief reason for 
making the pursuing of an outline course of study a law, and one 
to be enforced as other sections of law is, that we see no other 
way by which this fault can be successfully eradicated. The 
teacher can not have sufficient control over the matter, however 
careful he may be. The judgment of parents can not be relied 
upon. It is not an uncommon occurrence that we find a pupil 
v^ho can spell orally almost every word in McGufley's spelling 
book, and have committed to memory a large portion of the sec- 
ond, and occasionally the Third Arithmetic, and know nothing 
else. What does such an education amount to ? 

What would the knowledge of such a pupil weigh from an edu- 
cational standpoint? Pursuing any other branches in excess of 
others, is equally as damaging. A pupil can have no way of com- 
paring his scholarly attainments with, those of his school-mates 
unless they pursue the same branches ; and in this respect an out- 
line course of study would bring them together, and thus serve 
. to prompt them to greater eflbrt. The army that never attacks 
the enemy's strongest fortifications will never achieve a victory. 
JTust so with the pupil who never attempts to master the branch 
that is so repulsive to him. Without a knowledge of the branch, 
he will never gain the required strength of mind. We gain no 
strength in doing what to us is easy, and can be done without 
oftort. There is no branch in our common schools but what is 
^essential for every one who aspires to any degree of intelligence. 

A "course of study" prescribed by law can be followed, but 
so long as eflbrts in this direction are of a local nature, the teach- 
er and school officials will labor in vain to accomplish this moat 
desirable end. Get a liberal " course of study " in our statute 
books, and its enforcement will not be a persdnal matter, and 
'eccentric, ignorant or meddling parents, who so often prove an 
annoyance to @ome of our teachers, will have to direct their at- 
tack in some other direction. 

Give us a liberal " course of study " for our pupils to pursue. 

'Preston's teachers are still alive to their interests. Seventy- 
four and one- half per cent, of those who taught our schools last 
v^inter attended either a select or Normal School or our Uni- 
Tersity. 

The select schools in our county — one at Masontown, taught by 
Frof. Ed. S. Elliott and Mr. Millard Pell, of the West Virginia 
JJnivereity, and one at Kingwood, taught by Prof. U. S. Fleming, 
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of Grafton, and Mr. Frank B. Trotter, were well attended, and 
thorough work was done in each school. 

One fault that formerly existed among our teachers — Shearing- 
too many recitations daily — ^has been practically eradicated. Two 
years ago the average daily recitations heaid was 27, last year the 
average was 23. 

The subjects of physiology and hygiene, and the effects of in- 
toxicants and narcotics on the human system, are receiving 
marked attention. Oar teachers have taken hold of the matter 
with an earnestness that means success. All were prepared to 
pass examination on these subjects this year. 

In our judgment the present plan of granting certificates^ 
"good for one year," is wrong. We submit that the teacher who 
merits a per cent., which now entitles him to a No. 1 certificate^ 
should be exempt from examination for a term of three years^ 
that the per cent, which now entitles him to a No. 2 certificate^ 
exempts him from examination for a term of two years, and that 
those who only merit the per cent, of a ISTo. 3, be required to pass* 
yearly, as now. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Within the past year the Death Angel has invaded our ranks. 
Frank P. Burke, one of the Free School system's most fearless 
and earnest advocates, has been called from us. He was for 
years one of our foremost teachers, and was taken from his cbos^Q> 
work in the prime of manhood. 

William H. Copeman, a former teacher in our schools, has also 
been called by the Master. He, too, had been a progressive and 
wide- awake school man, whose death took from us a valued and 
tried friend. 

We think we get as nearly at the true merit of the teacher oa 
examination, in Preston county, as it is possible to do. Oar mode 
of conducting examinations is this : When an applicant enters 
the class we require him to sign a certificate, certifying that he* 
will neither give nor receive aid during examination, and at the- 
close we require him to certify that he has kept his obligation- 
To remove temptation as far as possible we don't allow two appli- 
cants to occupy the same seat. They are watched carefully, and 
if one is found using unfair means he is promptly dismissed fromt 
the class. We assign each applicant a number which he puts on 
his manuscrips, his name not appearing on his papers. This is- 
done to evade the censure of being partial to certain applicants* 
The number assigned each applicant is placed on the certificate 
he signs on entering the class, and is not referred to until all the 
manuscripts are examined and graded. By this n^ans, we have 
succeeded in removing, almost entirely, the censuring of any of 
the examiners by applicants. We also givQ ample time on each 
branch, devoting two days to each examinatioik The plan works 
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admirably, and gives all applicants a chance to show his real 
worth. Communicating by note, or otherwise, is strictly forbid- 
den, and teachers, realizing the fairness of the plan, cbeerfally 
submit, and are content to rely solely on their own merits. 

' The patrons of our schools are more deeply interested in school 
work than formerly, and it affords me pleasure to report Preston's 
schools on the advance. They are not perfection, by any means, 
but are gradually improving, and despite low wages and short 
terms oi school, our teachers are striving to keep pace with the 
times. 

The minimum term of school ought to be six months, and I am 
certain our people would as willingly bear the additional expense 
as they do what is now expended for schools, if we had two years' 
of a trial on a longer term. 



PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1887.— Lewis Babnhart, Sup'U 

My report of the condition of schools in the county of Putnam 
for the year ending June 30th, 1887, is herewith submitted. 

STATISTICS. 

Putnam county contains ninety-one sub-districts, to-wit : Buf- 
falo district, thirteen; Curry, fifteen ; Poca, sixteen ; Scott, fifteen; 
Teay's Valley, eleven; Union, twenty; Winfield, one. These 
ninety-one sub-districts contain ninety three houses, ninety-eight 
rooms, and these are presided over by ninety- eight teachers — 
sixty-six males and thirty-two females, fifty of whom hold No. one 
certificates, forty-two hold No. two certificates and six hold No. 
three. The whole amount spent for teachers' salaries within the 
year is $14,612 ; the total amount of the building fund raised is 
'$10,046; the value of houses is $25,000; of land, $2,225, and the 
total value of school property is $30,3o2. 

The number of youths of school age in the county is, for the 
year reported, 4,702, and of these 3,415 are enrolled in the schools, 
2,074 attend daily, 2,043 are reading, 1,303 are writing, 1,503 are 
studying arithmetic, with about the usual number representing 
the other common school studies. This is a reasonably fair show- 
ing for school work in our county, yet there is one thing you can- 
not fail to notice, and that is the large number continually absent. 
For the education of our 4,702 children our Boards of Education 
provided for salaries and current expenses the sum of $17,516. 
2,628 of the youths of the county — near 66 per cent of the whole 
number — are continuously absent, and the money intended for 
their benefit, amounting to $9,800, is barren of the results intend- 
ed by our boards. This state of affairs is not confined to oar 
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<50unty, however, when we aggregate the amounts wasted on ac- 
oount of non-attendance in the several counties, the result is 
^most surprising. 

INSTITUTES, TEACHERS, THEIK ACQUIREMENT?, ETC, 

Our institute for the year 1886 was mentioned in my last report 
to you. My delay in the preparation of this report enables me to 
mention one institute of the year 1887. The number of teachers 
in attendance was 105. As you are aware, they were under the 
instruction of Prof. Wade, of Morgantown, and it is needless for 
me to say that the instruction given was of a high character, cal- 
culated to be productive of good results in the school room and 
elevating to the protession. These institutes are of incalculable 
advantage to the young teachers. Some of our older teachers, 
those who have spent almost half a lifetime in the school-room, 
and have attended institutes from year to year, would, perhaps, 
be better pleased by a relief from the monotony of the regular 
programme in which the same straw is threshed over so often. 
While this is the sentiment of some teachers, I must say that the 
institute may be considered a great benefit, and the attendance is 
increasing annually. 

We have aimed to keep the standard of teachers' qualifications 
on an average with that in our sister counties, and we are satisfied 
that our list of grades and the actual work performed in the school 
room will bear us out in the assertion. It may be noticed, how- 
ever, first that the number of female teachers is gradually in- 
creasing, and second, that many of our most talented young men 
are engaging in other employments or professions, and these facts 
may be noticed in the State generally. Oar present system of 
short terms and low wages will of course drive many of our best 
male teachers into other and better paying employments, while 
females, not having so many opportunities, are left in charge of 
the schools. It is not denied that women possess superior capa- 
bilities for teaching and governing, but we think the aim of the 
school authorities in the employment of teachers should be to 
^'get the best" — pay such wages and throw around the schools 
«uch helps and influences as will result in bringing into the 
teachers' profession our most capable and worthy men and 
women. So long as the profession of teaching is an easy harbor 
for those who are even unfitted for many other employments, the 
present rate of wagei is sufficiently large. 

SCHOOL LAWS, TEXT-BOOKS, ETC. 

The recent law of the legislature prescribing physiology as one 
one of the studies in the common schools, I regard as a good one. 
I earnestly hope that those who are authorized to select a text- 
book upon the subject may not be misled by the many works 
which have been placed before the people and which Prof. Purin- 
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ton says, ^^smacks fo much of the campaign pamphlet.'' I hope 
the succeeding legislature may prescribe algebra, geometry, phil- 
osophy, general history, etc. Most of our children get their text- 
book knowledge in the common schools, and I think the addition 
of these to the list of common school studies would result benefic- 
ially to the general character of our schools, to the pupils, and to 
the teacher. 

CONCLUSION. 

This is my fourth and last report to you and I am glad to say 
everything seems to be harmonious in our county. The citizens 
near Oasto's School House petitioned me last year, appealing from 
the action of the Board in providing for the removal of two school 
houses and the erection of a new one perhaps half-way between 
them. The sale of the old houses would have reshlted in a sacri- 
fice of about $500. The new house would have cost at least $300 
and in a few years the increase and infiux of population would 
have compelled the erection of houses on the old locations and 
the abandonment of the new house. These facts led me to re- 
verse the action of the Board. A somewhat similar experience 
was had in Scott district. It seems that the Board proposed to 
remove Lone Oak school house« which is situated at the i)oint of 
a triangle. Mount Vernon and Davis school houses being the 
other points and Scott's Depot in the center and about one and 
one-half miles from either house mentioned. The Board desired 
to remove the outside houses and erect one in the center, and 
against this Mn Thomas A. Markham and many others protested. 
After hearing the matter, I reversed the action of the Board and 
the matter so rested until 1886, when the Board proposed to em- 
ploy a teacher for the youths of Scott's Depot for onia term only, 
and as an experiment and without interfering with the other 
schools mentioned. With this action I refused to interfere, al- 
though requested. The matter again came up after the expiration 
of my term of office, and I believe has been finally settled — at 
least for another year— by my successor. Mr. Markham is now 
one of the school officers of Scott district and the matter ¥rill, no 
doubt, be properly settled. I mention it simply to give you a 
clearer idea of the matter and of the action of the people and the 
school officers in its settlement. 

In closing I wish to return my thanks to the citizens of our 
county and to yourself for the kind and courteous treatment and 
encouragement shown me while trying to serve them, and to be- 
speak the same pleasant relations for my successor. Mr. Clark 
Oraig, whose long experience as a teacher, and whose deep inter- 
est in educational matters give promise of success for him. 



PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1888,— Clark Craig, SupH. 
In conpliance with the School Law, I have the honor to herewith 
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submit my first annnal report. I have also had the honor of 
being a member of the Board of Examiners in this county ior 
four years preceding my election to the Superintendcy and have 
therefore had good opportunity to observe the marked progress 
our teachers have made in that time. If the examinations to 
which our teachers are now subjected, had been given them a few 
years ago, a great many would have utterly failed to obtain any 
certificate at all ; but I find on comparing our examinations with 
those of other counties, and even other States that our county 
teachers are fully up with the times in regard to their work in 
the school room. 

Our Boards of Education in the several districts have alsa 
made great improvement in the number and quality of school 
buildings in their respective districts ; instead of the few old log^ 
huts that were built at the commencement of our school system 
in the State, we now have good neat trame buildings in nearly all 
of the sub- districts throughout the county, and in a few more 
years the old log huts will be assigned to oblivion, and their his- 
tory will become a thing of the past. 

I have a few suggestions to make in regard to the school law of 
the State, one is in regard to furnishing books for indigent chil- 
dren at the expense of the district, and the other is in regard to 
the term of office and salary of county Superintendent. I would 
suggest that the law be amended so that whenever it is a knovm 
fact to the trustees of any sub district that there are children re- 
siding therein who are unable to procure the necessary books for 
the prosecution of their studies in the common schools, that the 
trustees procure the books for them at the expense of the district. 

In regard to the term of office and salary of county Superin- 
tendent, I would suggest that the law be amended to extend the 
office of county Superintendent te four years, and that his salary 
be increased so as to enable him to devote his whole time and. 
attention to the schools of his county instead of having to teach, 
(as I believe many do,) and cannot therefore devote the time and 
attention to the schools they ought to have. 

On account of ill health, inclement weather and having to 
teach I did not visit quite all the schools of the county last 
winter; but those I visited were in a flourishiog condition, and 
both the teachers and pupils seemed to be in hearty co-operation 
in the school work. 

In conclusion, please accept my thanks for the kind and courte- 
ous manner with which you have treated me, and for the prompt 
and efficient way in which you have ever performed the duties of 
your office. 



RALEIGH COUNTY FOR 1887—0. P, Storbb, Sup't 

{No written report.) 
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RALIEGH COUNTY FOR 1888.— C. P. Stovbb, SufH. 

{No written report.) 



RANDOLPH COUNTY FOR 1887.— B. W. Taylor, SupH. 

I herewith submit my fourth and last annual report : 

There is a steady improvement in our schools. The teachers 
have been aroused to the necessity of better preparing themselves 
for this work. They have accepted the old saying, that "every- 
body knows more than anybody" as true, and as a result convene 
regularly in districts and county meetings for the purpose of dis- 
cussing questions relating to their work. 

There has been a slight increase in teachers wages the past 
year, and we predict a fctill further increase as teachers continue 
to improve and take professional pride in their high calling. 

Our Boards of Education are building new houses to meet the 
necessities of our increasing school population. In addition to the 
creation of new sub-districts they are supplanting some of the 
houses in the older sub-districts with new and more modem 
structures. Some of these houses are furnished with patent 
desks and globes, much to the comfort of children and conven- 
ience of teachers. If the spirit of improvement that now prevails 
among our people be intensified by a sufficient amount of enthus- 
iasm on the part of teachers and school officers, it will not be a 
half decade until all our houses will be supplied with these fix- 
tures so necessary to successful work in the school room. 

Of the many things that have tended to our advancement noth- 
ing has done more than successful Institute work. 

Our last two Institutes, conducted by Prof. Sipe, of the Fair- 
mont Normal School, were fully up to the standard of good Insti- 
tutes. 

In closing my last report I desire to express my very grateful 
acknowledgements to the teachers and patrens of the Free Schools 
of Randolph county for their uniform kindness and courtesy to 
me during my. four years of service as County Superintendent, 
I also tender my thanks to you for your kind consideration in 
more than one instance. 



RANDOLPH COUNTY FOR 1888— P. F. Madden, SupH. 

In submitting my first annual report, I desire to say that the 
ndition of the Fiee schools in this county is not what I would 
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desire, and yet it is so far from what it is claimed to be by our 
anti-Free School men of West Virginia, and especially of Ran- 
-dolph county, that we may consider their outlook, altogether 
hopeful. I visited nearly four-fifths of the schools of my county 
•during the past year. I would have visited all, if sickness and 
the irregularity of the opening of the school term, had not inter- 
fered with my work. The schools of my county have no more 
uniformity of time of opening and closing their term than the 
«tars of the firmament have to shoot from their silvery orbs at mid- 
night. Hence it is a self evident fact that it is impossible for a 
Oounty Superintendent, who receives but $250 a year for his ser- 
vices, to cross the county some half dozen times, to see the schools 
in operation, during the school year. I have, therefore, two sug- 
gestions to make as to what I would deem sufficient remedies for 
^his inefficiency and delinquent superintendence. 

I would advise a uniform time of opening the winter term. 

The County Superintendent should be amply paid for his neces- 
sary services — not less than $500 a year — and should be increased 
a.8 now directed^ or in whatever manner the Legislature would 
•deem most necessary, depending entirely, however, upon Ihe ne- 
-cessity for a skilled Superintendent and the zeal with which he 
-carries on the work intrusted to him. 

If there is one thing necessary, in order to make our schools 
what they should be, it is a skilled Superintendent, one who will 
not only know his duty, but will do his whole duty, regardless of 
so-called public sentiment. A man who would expect efficient 
work from a^ army of hands employed in his vineyard, who have 
to care alike for tendril and the stock, must see to it that these 
laborers are men of skill, and, besides, that they be directed m 
their work. Annual superintendence in a county like ours, or 
a,ny county, and especially under existing disadvantages, can 
never have the desired efiect. Two visits, at least, during a four 
month's term, would indeed be very insufficient, considering 
everything. He should make one visit (I mean after we had ar- 
ranged for a uniform time to open our school term) to the schools 
as soon after the opening as possible, and see that there is a 
healthy, systematic organization and system of instruction, and 
during his second visit his aim should be to see that his arrange- 
iments were being carripd out successfully. 

Our school teachers labor under many disadvantages at present. 

1. There is no home institution at which to educate. 

2. We should, by all means, have more frequent and thorough 
isuperintendence. 

^, Free text books are almost a necessity in many instances. 

4. Our examinations are carried on in many parts as a mere 
matter of form. They should be fair primary tests, and all ap- 
plicants should be compelled, in the strictest sense of the term, 
to depend upon their own merits. 

I never khew an examinatiofn to be carried on here in the man- 
aier contemplated by the founders of our educational system. As- 
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sistance is a hereditary contagion in Randolph, and has been* re^ 
dnced to a science. I endeavored to get rid of this most formid- 
able enemy of onr schools this fall, bat my associates overmled^ 
and I mast say that I believe that their overmling was a defeat 
for the children of our coanty and signal victory for the wonld-be 
teaching element 

I would say, in conclusion, that there are three suggestions 
that I know would prove beneficial if acted upon by our Legisla- 
ture. 

1. Packed examinations at the close of Teacher's Institutes 
should be abolished. 

2. Teachers should not be allowed to furnish stationery, for ii> 
this way they can handle so many surplus papers that it is easy 
io conceal pre-arranged assistance, or, in fact, to obtain any maur 
ner of assistance. 



RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1837.— 0. E. Haddox, SupH. 

The schools of this county are in a very prosperous conditio]^ 
although the attendance was somewhat smaller than the year 
previous, owing to the prevalance of measles and other contagi- 
ous diseases in the schools. In an enumeration of 5,542« 4,^0 
were enrolled making an average attendance of 2,853, or fifty per 
cent. I visited all the schools in the county except two or three^ 
and am pleased to notice the continued advancement of the teach- 
ers in the art of teaching. Although our teaching force is consid- 
erably changed from year to year, yet many of our teachers have- 
been '4n harness" for several years in spite of low wages and 
other discouraging circumstances. Seven new school houses are- 
in course of construction this year. Last spring Grant district by 
an overwhelming majority voted to have fivo months' school in- 
stead of four as heretofore. The Institute this year conducted by 
Maj. Lee was well attended and all appeared highly interested in 
their work. Our teachers were highly pleaeed with Maj. Lee» 
One of the great needs of an Institute is a Uve, capable instruc- 
tor. A good instructor is able to do much towards shaping the 
policy of the teachers in their schools. 

Quite a number of our teachers are attending the State Nor- 
mal Schools. The standard examinations, while vigorously op- 
posed by the cheaper class of teachers and their friends, stm has 
the endorsement of the great majority of the patrons. 

It is cerl ainly poor policy to license any one to teach who is not 
qualified and our schools have suffered very much from that faet^ 
heretofore. The law requiring the effects of narcotics to be 
taught in our schools meets the approval of our best educators 
and I have prepared a circular, to be sent to the teachersy contain* 
ing hints of the best methods of teaching the- subject. 
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This year gave to an applicant for a certificate, a one year's 
mnmber one certificate, who had held a four years certificate 
which expired this year. That is certainly a very absurd law 
which after giving power to grant four year certificates, compels 
the holder, after the eqpiration of that certificate, to go over the 
«ame old grind for for tour years before he can obtain another. 
However, as the Legislature does not meet for another year, I 
shall forebear making any suggestions as to the school law until 
my next aeport. 



RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1888.— C. E. Haddox, Suft. 

This has been the most successful year in the school history of 
•our county. The statistics show that $31,584.00 were expended 
in school work in the county during the past year, running 122 
schools and employing 128 teachers. The enrollment shows 4,686 
in an enumeration of 5,612, or eighty-three per cent, while the 
average attendance was 3,876 or sixty-nine per cent, of the 
enumeration, which is fully fifteen per cent, in advance of any 
previous year. This gratifying increase of the results in the free 
school system in our county is due mainly to the greater confi- 
"dence the people have in the teachers, and to the better under- 
standing that exists between teachers and patrons. As soon as 
the people fully appreciate the benefits accruing from our free 
school system, they will all give it their hearty support. The 
policy of the examining board of the county in requiring teachers 
to pass an examination that tests thoroughly their ability to teach, 
although bitterly opposed by incompetent teachers and a lew of 
their friends, has been found to be the only plan that treats the 
tax-payers and the people honestly. As long as we have careless, 
ignorant, or incompetent examiners, so long will our free school 
system be corrupted at its fountain head and be powerless to ac« 
complish the desired results. 

Eleven new houses were built in the county this year. Grant 
district now has five months school, and will probably never re- 
i^urn to a four months term. It seems to me that the time has 
come to make five months the minimum limit to our school term. 

The district or Peabody institute held in the county last June, 
with Profs. W. H. Payne and S. B. Brown instructors, was very 
successful. About 160 teachers were in attendance, and the ex- 
-ercises were highly profitable from beginning to close, and the 
^ood results of the institute will be seen in the school during the 
x)oming school term. 

While there are some complaints against our present institute 
law, it occurs to me that the constant changes that are going on 
in our teaching force aemand that the law remain as it is. The 
iriends of education, and particularly^ the teacher, while not de- 
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manding any surprising changes in our school law, do look to the 
next legislature to give us some much needed legislation. The 
law in regard to four years' certificates should be so changed that 
the certificates can be renewed upon their expiration, by the appli- 
cant successfully passing one examination. The law granting 
State certificates has been a great relief ro some ot our best 
teachers, yet it seems to me that the law should be so amended 
as to permit county examining boards to grant certificates good 
for three years. Teachers could be paid according to the time for 
which their certificates were granted, instead of the grade as at 
present. I have heretofore pointed out the insuflSciency of the 
law with respect to the selection of examiners. If the countv su- 
perintendent should nominate and the president of the board con- 
firm or reject these nominations, I think the meeting should be 
held at the beginning of the school year, and not at the close, and 
that the superintendent should have power to call additional 
meetings in the event of ?. failure to elect. There has not been a 
quorum of the presidents of the boards, and hence no election, for 
three years in Kitchie county, and this is doubtless true of many 
other counties of the 8tate. I think the term of the county 
superintendency should be changed from two to four years, and 
that superintendents ought to be elected at the general elections. 
Many of our best superintendents have failed to be re-elected be- 
cause they have introduced needed reforms in school work which 
they di'i not have time to demonstrate properly to the people in 
one term. No superintendent can carry out any policy to a suc- 
cessful conclusion in two year^j. They should be elected at the 
general election because at the school elections not over one-third 
of the voters cast their votes, and consequently a general expres- 
sion from the people is not obtained. The objection is sometimes 
urged that this makes the office, to some extent, political, is met 
by the fact that it is made so anyway, and always will be, and by 
the further fact that men may have political convictions and be 
none the less efficient officers, I hear no complaint of lack of ef- 
ficiency in our sherifi", clerks and other officers because they train 
in one political party or the other, and I think there can be none 
found in our school officers on that score. In all or nearly all the 
changes in the law I have here indicated, I think I voice the sen- 
timents of those who are interested in our free school system, andx 
it is hoped that these changes will be made. 



ROANE COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. E. Hujst, Sup't. 

I herewith transmit you my second annual report : 
With a few exceptions the schools of Roane are in good condi- 
tion. Our schools hftve been unusually prosperous the past year. 
The teachers were earnest and energetic in their work, and more- 
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enthusiasm was manifested on the part of both pupils and parents 
than ever before. At last the people are becoming aroused to a 
sense of their duty toward the Free Schools. Thev see that an 
education consistsjof something more than to "spell and cipher,'^ 
that the development of mind and character and a love of the 
beautiful are oi far more importance in the make-up of an educa- 
tion than the memorizing of a few abstract ideas. Therefore, 
they are beginning to appreciate the labors of the true teacher, 
and are taking steps to aid him in his work. As a proof of this 
fact one has only to notice the improvement in school buildings 
and iumiture. Our Boards of Education built ten good frame 
buildings this year, at a cost of more than $3,000. These houses 
are well furnished with black-boards and good desks. A noted 
new feature in the three houses built by the Board of Harper dis- 
trict is painting the inside as well as the outside. This is a decided 
improvement in county school houses, and a worthy example 
for other districts. 

Our Reading Circle has thus far proved a failure. An attempt 
at oreanization was made at our Institute and examinations last 
summer, and steps were taken to procure books, etc. But after 
this little or nothing was done. A few of the more earnest teach- 
ers sent and got books and tried to perfect the organization, but 
it seemed impossible to get the majority of them together to do 
anything , no trouble to get them to promise, but impossible to 
get them to act. So after several fruitless attempts at getting 
them them together for the transaction of business the matter 
was dropped. If the teachers would have their wages increased, 
they should do good and eflScient work. In order to do this they 
must keep themselves well informed and abreast with the times. 
There is no better way to do this than through a good Reading Circle. 

We had a longer term of school this year than last, all the dis- 
tricts having a four months term, with the exception of two. one of 
which had five months and the other three and a half. The en- 
rollment was 4,0i8; average daily attendance 2,356 out of an en- 
umeration of 5,314. The school having the highest attendance in 
the county was the Primary department ot the Spencer school, 
taught by Prof. I. H. Lynch, By the way, Mr. Lynch is one of 
our ablest and best educators, and his work is highly appreciated, 
as it deserves. 

In conclusion, I wish to return my thanks to you for the kind- 
ness shown me through our correspondence. Also to the teachers, 
pupils and parents for the kind treatment I have received at their 
hands during my term of office. 



ROANE COUNTY FOR 1888— M. F. Lewbllbn, SupH. 

We have in this county one hundred and nine schools, giving, 
employment to one hundred and ten teachers. 
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We built the past year nine houses. Theee in the main are 
better houses than those we have been building heretofore. 

We visited all the schools in the county except four, which had 
isuspended at the time of our visit. We found the teachers, with 
some few exceptions, doing very good work, better in fact than 
we expected to find. The majority of the teachers read educa- 
tional journals and are trying to improve their methods of 
teaching. 

We have tried to maintain a reading circle the past year. 
Though it was not a success by any means we believe much good 
was accomplished. 

We have not the report for 1887, with which to compare the 
past year's work, but, comparing with the year 1886, the enroll- 
ment, based on the enumeration, has increased from sixty nine to 
eightv per cent.; the average daily attendance, from forty to 
forty five ; a gain of ten per cent, in the enrollment and five in 
the average daily attendance. 

In the second month of the school, in the Independent district 
of Spencer, their school house was d*»stroyed by fire. The Board 
of Commissioners rented the M. E. Church of that place and con- 
tinued the school after some delay; but as the same room was 
also rented for court purposes the school met with many inter- 
ruptions and inconveniences, which accounts for the puor report 
from this school. In the secretary's report to me he reports 
bonds on the market to build a much better house than the one 
destroyed, as soon as these bonds can be disposed of. 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1887.— C. A. Clark, SupH. 

In this my second annual report of the Free Schoals of Sum- 
mers county for the year ending, June 30, 1887, 1 am glad to 
say that our schools are steadily improving. Our county is in 
good financial condition, and there are hopes that the terms of 
our schools will extended beyond the usual four months in the 
near future. 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1888.— V. V. Austin, SupH. 

I visited eighty-seven of the 109 schools in operation last winter 
and found most of them doing good work. In some instances, 
however, the schools are in the hands of young and inexperienced 
4;eachers, but we will have to endure this state of things until 
teaching is elevated to the dignity of a profession and teachers 
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are paid better salaries. In most of the districts of the county 
the finances are in very good condition, and we look forward to 
the near future for better results in school work than we have 
had in the past. Quite a number of teachers have been in 
attendance at the various Normal and High schools during the 

£ast spring and summer preparing themselves for the work, 
[ore of them have attended County Institutes this year than 
ever before. More are reading educational works now than at 
any former period, and we anticipate better work for the coming 
year than we have had in any previous year. 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOR 1887.— L. Kitzmillee, SupH, 

{No written report.) 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOR 1888.— S. B. Ayer, SupH. 

I find our pchools doing, generally, f^ood work ; some doing all 
that one could expect, while a very few are doing little in the way 
of teaching. 

I am satisfied, that the greatest draw-back to the success of the 
schools is a lack of interest in the patrons ; very few of the pa- 
trons ever visit the schools, and I have found a few teachers who 
oppose such visits claiming that they interrupt the school. 

Some of the Boards of Education have this year raised the sal- 
aries of teachers, while others have let them stand as they were. 

Only two districts outside of the independent districts have im- 
proved desks for all of their houses, but the other districts are 
furnishing one or two houses, each, with them this summer, and 
expect to keep on supplying until all shall be filled with them. 

I think our schools will compare favorably with the other coun- 
ties. Grafton has one of the best organized, as well as the best 
governed schools in the State. There have been in operation in 
the county this summer nine or ten schools. 

In visiting the schools, as well as in the educational meetings, 
I have urged the visiting of schools by the patrons, and truly be- 
lieve that if we can induce them to visit, it will have a very bene- 
ficial effect on the schools, and that teachers and pupils will be 
instigated to greater efforts. Patrons will then learn the import- 
ance of apparatus and reference books in the school house, as well 
as what is needed in desks and other furniture. 

9 
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My report was somewhat delayed on account of the recent 
flood. 

In regard to changes in this form of report I would suggest a 
column for the two and a half percent discount given by the 
sheriff to those who pay their taxes promptly, as it in his settie- 
ment can not be properly taken with his commission, for the lat- 
ter is his pay for collecting, while the other is only a help to the 
tax-payer who so promptly pays. 



TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1887.— C. W. Long, SupH. 

There are forty-one school 3 in the county. A majority of them 
were taught by young teachers, but many of them taught excel- 
lent schools. The schools of Tucker county are improving rap- 
idly. The low wages paid teachers is a great hinderance to the 
cause of education. 

I am in favor of higher wages and more rigid examinations. 

Among other drawbacks are the following : 

Prejudice. Some look down upon the public schools as not 
select enough for the elect. 

Want of CO operation on the part of many parents. They never 
visit the school, and regard it merely as a place where their chil- 
dren are to be educated without any aid or encouragement on 
their part. ^ ^^ 

Faultfinding without cause. Many believe their children 
rather than the teacher, and condemn the teacher on perverted 
testimony. — ^^ 

Our county institute, conducted by Prof. S. T, Wiley, was largely 
attended, an 1 the exercises were of a deeply interesting char- 
acter. 

We have in the main very good teachers. The financial condi- 
tion of the schools are very good, as will be seen by the accom- 
panying report. 



TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1888.— H. J. Dumirb, SupH. 

{No written report.) 



TYLER COUNTY FOR 1887— S. G. Pylb, SupH. 
Tyler has had representatives the past year at Morgantown^ 
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Fairmont, West Liberty, Buckhannon, Lebanon and Scio, Ohio, 
preparing themselves for the profession of teaching, and the 
present school year, 1887, is promising. The growth of our 
schools has been steady since the adoption of the Free School 
system, which each succeeding year finds a firmer grasp upon 
educated and liberal thinking citizens of Tyler county. The 
enumeration has increased 118 over the preceding school year, 
while the average daily attendance has decreased 169. In my 
visits to schools, in the beginning of the term of school, I found 
them unusually well attended and doing well, but measles pre- 
vailed in many parts of the county later during the term, which 
produced a demoralizing effect upon several schools, decreasing 
the average daily attendance. 

All the influence school officers, teachers and friends of educa- 
tion can exert to secure a good attendance at school in some com- 
munities, fail to some extent, and will until we have some action 
by the Legislature in enacting laws that will reach children 
whose parents regard education of no practical value. 

We wish to commend the Lesjislature for its action in passing a 
law requiring Physiology and Hygiene to bs taught in our common 
schools. This is one step added to the scale of eminence and ac- 
quirement of knowledge. It is evident that in the education 
of our West Virginia youth, the great object to be accomplished 
by the educator, is to better their sovereign citizenship, while 
they are to be trained to grasp an accurate knowledge of the 
fundamental principles of science, philosophy and literature, and 
be led to observe the teachings of Nature's laws and the effects 
produced by the violation of them. The good results of this law, 
at present, we can only conjecture and await the results. It is 
not merely the information and knowledge gained i a the short 
stay of boys and girls in our free schools that educates them, but 
it is the inspiration there given to learn more, and the avenues and 
highways opened and the directions pointed out by the teacher, 
to which a higher, more thorough and practical knowledge can 
be gained through individual efforts and personal sacrifices, 
*' Education is the foundation and guardian of our liberty," is a 
motto whose truth we delight to recognize. Our common schools 
have planted the germ and assisted in laying the foundation and 
stationing the guardians of our free institutions in their right 
spheres and proper places. How our free schools shall continue 
to be the foundation of our free American institutions, and place 
sentinels over them to keep guard and train the great pbalanx of 
the rising generation, is the grave question submitted to the 
teachers of to day for our careful consideration and answer, 

I desire to thank you for the promptness with which the duties 
of your office have been transacted and your successful endeav- 
ors in elevating the free schools of this State, and interest taken 
in the several educational gatherings throughout the State ; also 
to express my appreciation of the co-operation of the teachers 
and friends of education in Tyler county for the past two years. 
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TYLER COUNTY FOR 1888.— S. G. Pylb, Suft. 

In submitting this my third annual report, the Free Schools 
of Tyler county show a healthful and permanent growth, which 
will compare very favorably with preceding school years. The 
enumeration has increased 112 over last year's report, the enroll- 
ment 324 and the average daily attendance 436 over the school 
year ending, June 30, 1887. 

During the school year ending June 30, 1888, 1 visited all the 
schools in the county with the exception of two which had closed 
before I reached them. Out of the eighty- seven teachers em- 
ployed last year, none were from beyond the borders of West 
Virginia, and few from outside Tyler county. The students 
growing up are begining to realize that we are no longer depend- 
ent upon foreign teachers to be employed to teach our Free 
Schools ; having just as good talent at home and all that is neces- 
sary is its cultivation, which our teachers and those preparing to 
teach are now doing by attending the West Virginia University, 
State Normal Schools and select schools near home. This is the 
inspiration and cause of the good work aocomplished within our 
schools, and myself, in connection with the school oflScers of the 
county, are trying to foster and encourage such principles among 
our students, and if in conrse of time we older teachers fail to 
respond to the call, the younger citizens and associates of West 
Virginia, may come to the front and take our places. 



UPSHUR COUNTY FOR 1887.— F. P. Sbxton, SupH. 

The average daily attendance was eight per cent, greater than 
it was the previous year. 

Teachers' wages have been slightly increased this year, but are 
still entirely too low. 

There are seven districts in the county, four of them pay twen- 
ty-six dollars per month for No. one ; two districts pay twenty- 
eight dollars, and Buckhannon independent district pays thirty 
dollars to the assistant teachers. 

We will employ ninety six or ninety-seven teachers this year. 

I visited each school in the county last winter. I think that a 
large majority of the teachers try to do good work in the school 
room. 

The teachers could do much better work if the pupils were more 
regular in attendance. So many parents take but little interest 
in the education of their children, consequently a great many 
children attend school only two or three days per week. This, of 
course, is very discouraging to the teacher. If the parents could 
be interested in the progress of the schools it would aid the schools 
very materially. 
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UPSHUR COUNTY FOR 1888.— F. P. Sexton, Sup% 

I think the interest in educat^'on is increasing in Upshur 
county. The average daily attendance during the past year 
was greater by 254 than it was the year before. 

A large number of our teachers attended school during the 
spring and summer. There were four or five schools in session 
and each school was attended by quite a number of teachers. 

We have a balance in the Treasury of $1,762.23 for teachers' 
fund, and $952.04 for building fund. 

In two districtp, Washington and Union, the wages were in- 
creased. There will be about 100 teachers employed this year. 

We have a greater number of teachers than schools, yet we 
have not enough experienced teachers. Each year we employ 
from fifteen to twenty teachers who have never taught before. 
Each year quite a number of excellent teachers quit teaching or 
go to some other State to teach. If the wages were suflicient 
this would not be the case. 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1887.— L. Dickerson, SupH. 

It afl'ords me pleasure to report progress in the schools in 
Wayne county. Never before was such deep interest manifested 
in the cause of education as now. Teachers are taking more in- 
terest in qualifying themselves; school oflScers are endeavoring 
more and more 1o know and do their duty, and, as a result of all 
these efibrts, we, as school officers and teachers, have the very 
best of citizens of Wayne county to keep guard around us. 

We held teacher's meetings last year and they were tolerably 
well attended by teachers and patrons. At one meeting several 
ministers were present and took an active part in the work. The 
people living in that vicinity take so great an interest in the cause 
of education that they brought dinner on the ground for the 
teachers, and said, "Come again and you shall have a free din- 
ner." 

I visited one hundred and eight of the one hundred and six- 
teen schools. To accomplish it, I had many miles to ride, but 
there is a pleasure connected with visiting schools together with 
the information gained, which makes it more easy to stand the 
fatigue of traveling. 

Wayne county is in many respects ahead of a great many other 
places I might mention, and yet we have some men who say that 
fifty cents per day is enough for teaching school. But some of 
the best citizens in Wayne county are members of the Board of 
Education, aiid worthy to fill much more honorable positions, and 
like Father Washington they are "fighting for the cause." 

Most of our teachers are active, energetic young men and 
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women, who are training and moulding the characters of those who 
will take charge of the work when the present workers are no 
more. 

The past year has been one of success. The present one bids 
fair to excel the last on*^ in many respects. 

I now wish to tender my thanks to the teachers for the kind- 
ness anri courtesy they have always been so willing and ready to 
show me, also to the people for their unrivaled hospitality which 
they have so willingly given me, and all the school officers for 
their promptness in their work. 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1888.— L. Dickbrsnn, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



WEBSTER COUNTY FOR 1887.- P. J. McGuire, SupH. 

My only apology for not having made my report earlier is the 
trouble a^^d vexatious delays I have met with in getting the 
proper data from which to make a full, clear and comprehensive 
report, and yet I fear that my report is not absolutely correct, 
owing to the confused manner in which the books of some of the 
Boards of Education are kept, in consequence of which the reports 
of the secretaries may not be in all cases reliable, especially with 
regard to the finances, about which there is some dispute be- 
tween the Boards of Education and the ex-pheriflF(H. W. Rader), 
who claims that in his settlements the amounts shown to be due 
the districts are too large, and which amounts he refuses to pay 
over. Proceedings have, however, been instituted against him by 
the Boards of Education, which will no doubt bring to light the 
true state of affairs. 

In comparing the present state of the schools of this county to 
their state four years ago it is gratifying to see that there has been 
a gradual, and I trust, a permanent improvement in almost every 
particular. This improvement shows itself in the greater enthus- 
iasm of the teachers, their superior methods of instruction, in the 
increasing interest taken in the schools by both parents and pupils 
and in a general disposition on the part of the people to elect bet- 
ter school officers and otherwise encourage education. 

With the exception of the trouble above referred to between 
the several Boards of Education and the ex-sheriff, the financial 
condition is good. 
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Probably the worst feature at present is the great difference be- 
tween the number of youths enumerated and those enrolled. This 
is no doubt in a great measure caused by the fact that our county 
is very thinly settled, and in many of the neighborhoods in order 
to get enough pupils together to make a school some of them 
must travel five or six miles, which is impracticable in these 
mountains during the winter months. 

While it is true that in all things the wealthier and more 
densely populated sections fare the best. It is out of all propor- 
tion the case in regard to the Free Schools of West Virginia, and 
the attention of our law-makers should be called to this matter, 
and if possible, some means devised by which the children of the 
poor man who lives in the more thinly settled interior of the 
^tate should receive at least in proportion to their number the 
benefits of the Free School, which is now in many instances prac- 
tically denied them. 



WEBSTEK COUNTY FOR 1888.— W. B. Stanabd, SupH. 

The Free School system is doing as well as could be expected 
in a thinly settled couniy like ours. At first it met with consider- 
able opposition by some of our citizens who lived so far back in 
the woods, that they couldn't get the benefit of schools without 
boardiDgtheir children from home. But as our rich mountain 
siies settle up the Free School system becomes more popular, and 
most all of our citizens are now in reach of a school. 



WETZEL COUNTY FOR 1887, 
{No written report.) 



WETZEL COUNTY FOR 1888.— C. A, McAllisteb, 8upH. 

(No vrritten report) 



WIRT COUNTY F^R 1887— David Mabtin, SupH. 
I herewith submit to you my last annual report. The schools 
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of last winter were an improvement over the preceding one. 
There were sixty -two teachers employed — thirty-two males and 
thirty females. The Keading Circle was a help to some teachers, 
but it was not the success it should have been. 

There is some complaining about low wages. The law paying 
teachers according to their grade of certificates ought to be 
amended. Often a young teacher, teaching his first term, and 
also the poorest teachers, receive better wages than our best 
teachers, which is not right. A teacher should be paid according 
to his merit and ability. Then we would have better teachers. 



WIRT COUNTY FOR 1888.— M. B. Edmondson, SupH. 

We have had a number of good schools — ^few indiflerent ones. 
We have some excellent school property. There is a decided de- 
sire to improve in convenience and comfort "all along the line.'^ 

Our young folks are beginning to dread the disgrace which fail- 
ure will bring. Our teachers are seeking to raise their qualifica- 
tions by studying books and methods. 

And we have our drawbacks — 3,272 should have been in the 
school room, yet only 2,725 were enrolled, making a daily average 
of 1,914 — 547 is too large a number ''not enrolled !" Who will 
solve the problem, "How shall we get this 500 into school ?" 



WOOD COUNTY FOR 1887.— J. F. McKusick, SupH. 

{No written report) 



WOOD COUNTY FOR 1888.— J. F. McKusick, Sup't 

{No written report.) 



WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1887.— T. J. Cooper, SupH. 

This year's work shows a decided progress over last. The 
value of our school property has been increased. 
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The enrollment and daily attendance is much better and a gen- 
eral interest^ has been manifested in most parts of the county 
which had not existed before. The greatest impediment in the 
work was the death of the President of the Teacher's Associa- 
tion one of our most energetic teachers and the condition of my 
own family has been such that I could not visit the schools. 

I have succeeded in getting the Board of Education of Center 
district, to secure titles to their school house sites but could not 
prevail with the Boards of Slabfork and Barker's Ridge to attend 
to that matter ; consequently our school property does not appear 
as it would had the secretaries the right to report the property 
they claim. I think however, that our present Superintendent 
will still urge the importance of the Boards owning all the work 
they have done and that Wyoming will soon report a creditable 
amount of school property to her wealth. I could not make a 
full report of Baileysville district from the fact that the delin- 
quency has not been certified, and they have had no settlement 
with the sheriff. 



WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1888— M, L. Sionb, Su:p'U 

It has been much trouble to gather the items I report, and I 
expect my report very incomplete, yet it is the best I could do 
from the reports irom the several secretaries. Not one of them 
can make a complete report. The sheriff has not made a settle- 
ment yet with the several boards and it is very hard to ascertain 
the true finances without a settlement. The other statistics I 
think you will find correct. 

Our schools are all improving, and there seems to be more in- 
terest taken in educational matters than usual. The several 
boards are preparing to make improvement in the way of build- 
ing and repairing houses, fitting the schools with furniture and 
apparatuses, &c. 

I think by another year we will be able to report better at- 
tendance and a decided improvement. 



MARTINSBURG CITY FOR 1887— J. A. Cox, Sux>H. 

I have tho honor herewith to submit to you my first annual re- 
port showing the condition of the schools of the Independent dis- 
trict of Martinsburg. 

I entered upon the duties of my office as Superintendent of the 
City Schools on March 14, 1887. These schools, with the excep- 

10 
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tion of the Hi^h Schools, were, through the judicious manage- 
ment of an excellent Board of Education, and the untiring efforts 
of an able corps of teachers, under good discipline, and doing 
satisfactory work. The High School hid become somewhat dis- 
organized, not from any want of efficiency on the part of the as- 
sistant teachers, but from the fact that the school was, for several 
months, without a principal. The school is again in a very pros- 
perous condition, and the outlook for tho future is even more than 
flattering. The High School is a two-story brick building, pleas- 
antly located and furnished with all the latest conveniences. We 
have four ward school buildings, three of brick and one of stone, 
besides a brick building for the colored school. The enrollment 
is over twelve hundred, and par cent, of attendance about ninety. 
We educate, for the most part, our own teachers, giving in every 
case, the preference to graduates of our High School. 

The two great drawbacks to successful sch )ol teaching here, as 
elsewhere, are : 1. Inadequate remuneration. Teaching is one of 
the most responsible positions in which man can well engage, 
and yet it is a Fad fact that few, if any, of our public school 
teachers are paid in proportion either to the amount or character 
of the work done. Let our teachers receive ample compensation 
so that they can afford to devote their time and talents to the 
work, instead of making the profession of teaching, as it too often 
is made, a stepping-stone to Romething else more remunerative, 
but of less real worth to the children of our land. 

2. Teachers' examinations. As to this second hindrance to the 
advancement of school work in our State, I hold that the appli- 
cant should be examined thoroughly, everi year, until he receives 
a No. 1 certificate, and that when he once secures a No. 1 certifi- 
cate that certifi^cate should hold good for all time to come. Let 
him, then, stand on his merits or fall on his demerits, just as any 
other professional man would have to do. 

Unfortunately, however, our legislators seem to think that 
teachers' certificates, like vaccination, will, in time, "run out," 
and must of necessity be renewed. If the majority of our law- 
makers had ever taught school they w )uld, no doubt, view this 
question from a different standpoint altogether. 

Again, I say, pay our teachers what the dignity of their calling 
demands, and deal with them as other professional men are dealt 
with, and the richest results can not fail to be reaped by the 
rising generation. 



MARTINSBURG CITY FOR 1888.— J. A. Oox, SujpH. 

I herewith submit to you my second annual report of the con- 
dition of the schools of the independent district of Martinsburg. 
An extended written report this year is unnecessary. It may not 
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1)6 amiss, however, to say that our schools have enjoyed a season 
of unexampled prosperity, the enrollment of the High School 
reaching 174, and that of the city schools, 1,395. 

Martinsburg is truly alive in the interest of education; her 
school system is one of the best with which I am familiar. The 
^teachers employed are proficient to an unusual degree ; the pa- 
Ton9, as a class, are intelligent and well educated. The Board of 
Education is composed of men uninfluenced by personal or polit- 
ical motives, fair-minded, honorable and zealous in the cause of 
education, and as a result the standing of the pupils in their var- 
ious classes is tar above that of the standing of pupils in the ma- 
jority of the schools of West Virginia. 

The students in the junior and senior classes of the High School 
are, without exception, in their recitations, the most proficient 
students whom it has ever been my pleasure to instruct. They 
are a credit to themselves, to the teachers, and to the city of Mar- 
1;insburg. 

The outlook for the future is even more than encouraging, and 
pupils, teachers, patrons and officers, all look forward to the com- 
ing year as one of the brightest in the history of our public 
schools. 



WHEELING CITY FOR 1887.— W. H, Andbrson, 8upH. 

(No written report.) 



WHEELING CITY FOR 1888.— W. H. Andbrson, SupH. 

{No written report.) 
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TABLE E.— Continued. 

Numher of Teachers Employed Divided According to Orade of 
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TABLE l.—Cmtiimed. 
Disburaement of Teachera' Fund. 





AMOUNT PAID XO, 2 TEACHERS. 




W«.T«. 


CliI,OBBD. 




Hale. 


Pamalo. 


Male, 


Female. 




1{8T 


1888 


■»M7 


18SS 


1887 


1888 


I8B7 


1888 




1 1.124 01 
l.WTOO 

1? 

is 


LSiu 11 

ii 

tis! 

TISOI 

i;la 

11 

!SS 

7IIU«I 
l.<K)2 4i 

■as 

1.03100 

i,m 00 

'"11 

lis 
;:§! 

3/U5IX 

3,!S!! 

770 IHI 


t K5zn 

is 

7M0O 
2,813 UD 
491 m 

""ilfo'60 
2,4r&oa 

S!S 

'SMOI 

Ii 

5,108 01 

is 

3,288 a 

'■SS 

3,040 60 


i.ccisou 

4,311 DO 
1,30UD 

»«0( 

'•is 

S0K80 

■isss 


'v^S 


'■"^t 


1 4400 
















SfflOff 




Ca^l.... 


■■-6«-7a 


" "iidoo 


■"■ffloob 




■■■■ lao 09 
72'oB 

3»7 50 
260 00 

"iiiirob 

100 00 

lOBOO 










■"mw 




I's^hf™:;;.".:: 


B8SO0 

moi 
■■"M'oo 


280 UO 






Harrlaou 


.SSI 

1^72 lU 






KOOI 






■ill 

2,742 UO 
1! 

mm 

'CSI 

''is 


f:is 

J.iWOtf 
2.286 IN) 

■•sts 














MartoD'"".'"".'-.' 


iM(i( 


:™::"::: 


MonODgBlla 






«UOI) 

.,ss 

!;gS 

1,838 00 

lis 










mil 

dam 
-121 00 

874 01 
1,47MS8 
l,79flOU 

^% 

a,eoi K 

31T0I 

ii 
1 








Peodiei^'n 










'""■iii"^ 






















SfeE:: 






:::::. 


:::::::::: 










Taylor 

looker. _.... 


*"3 


1,0511 nt 

"■is 

0,124 56 


-iMH. 


....;.■..!. 


..,■■;;: 


.31 




SSI;::;;-,:::: 








Wetzel- 


:,:, 








Mttil!na'l?gCl&: 
















4„. .. 


















Total _. 


SB)I.S65m 


185,657 WJfli.SJTBl 


ia2.Hnfl8 


«S.wiil. 


!:,.iHiu 77:8 4,883 00 
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TABLE l.—Gontinued. 





AMOUNT PAID NO. 3 TEACHEBS. 




WHITE. 


COLOBED. 


COONnEfl. 


Mole. 


Female. 


Hale. 


Female. 




ISW 


1888 


^^'_.. 


f 


lOT 


1888 
1 75 00 

Iss 


188T 


1EB8 




i: 

68* 7a 




i .IflOl 


...."" 


1 4»10 




"■"B,3"i'i 










7iOU 








|fac:r 


3UBW 
flOSfiO 


m\». 

48UD0 




!!!!!!!:'.:::!: 






^^^SS:::::::. 




tiUUu 
W0( 




145 00 




ai'oa 

"■■■■7206 


180 00 


i5Sr»s":rr 


49 n) 


mh 

78 IN 

144 U 
KM 00 


T2"flb 








5»t"00 

144(10 












liffiT'm 


tan 

lODOD 


SSOD 


4100 


IfiOflO 

— 










3M00 
«0D 




Ifwan 




312 50 






"""sjaw 








'M 


■■..■.■.::!!r 






Is 




210 01 

1,869 W 
103 00 






Mineral".'.'.'!".!!". 


Is 




40 00 




'is 

388 00 

as 
as 

1.188 80 


J,SjaiU 






Mon^ 














SsEE 




gssr'-" 


l.SUOl 




t^tnani 

Balelgb..-.. 


'ii 

4Eei» 

aso'oo 

im''oo 

7i«) 




388 01 

39 4f 
317 00 






S^=r 










T3SS5 
641X1 










iS!S 












^& - 


aaauu 
iw'oi) 


73 01 

4flB"6b 


....::;;.::: 


■"" 


■■"iwS 














i'WTO 




1.080 00 




K?¥S5>-::::: 

MTt'be city.—.. 















1,(^6 SB 


-sr» 


















Tol-1 


17,888 35 


U,005 9» 


s,aio8fi 


10.162 M 


3,2ggOU 


8^10) a 


1,87«S 
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TABLE I— Continued. 
Disiursements of Teachers^ Fund. 



COUNTIES. 



For SherilTsCom 
missions at 5 per 
cent. 



1887 



» ••••••••• 



Barbour , $ 

Berkeley.^. 

Boone 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell , 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Dodridge ... 

Fayetle 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier 
Hamptiire. 
Hancock ... 

Hardv 

HarriHon 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Marlon 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Morgan 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas...., 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Kandolph 

Kltchie 

Koane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

"Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel ~ 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming , 

Wheeling City 

Martinsburg City. 



Total.. 



206 77 
485 93 
las 64 

179 27 

481 37 

326 36 

92 28 

84 55 
287 80 
618 08 
IHI 58 
138 05 
^55 37 
880 19 
290 21 

179 49 
540 98 
475 61 
442 94 

1,023 03 
413 74 

180 54 
212 55 
445 17 
815 34 
768 18 
143 91 
462 06 
^94 64 
455 91 
297 90 

56 54 
123 88 
393 03 
137 27 
163 94 
155 69 
299 29 
188 17 
240 85 
202 83 
393 88 
286 03 

40 24 
427 60 
119 64 
254 96 
239 08 
3H8 66 

78 21 
403 89 
249 90 
ti98 94 

74 51 

1.634 77 

238 93 



1888 



For interest 
paid by sher 
ifTs on orders 
when no 
funds due. 



1887 



9 19,454 97 



187 
607 
89 
221 
410 
488 
90 
90 
162 
612 
194 
209 
553 
380 
257 
170 
572 
450 
493 
1,301 
340 
103 
171 
473 
697 
698 
136 
392 

3:^ 

324 
173 
48 
177 
434 
808 
124 
132 
423 
171 
202 
180 
444 
264 
221 
425 
110 
283 
267 
312 
83 
309 
168 

1,044 
128 

1,321 
211 



451.. 

85... 

39... 

395 

12:... 

40 i 

08 

87 

92 

83 

36; 

47 

80! 

97 

11 

99 

40! 

22 

59 

47 

52 

04 

36 

lOl 

oo; 

49 
64 
94 
13 
51 
15 
16 
56 
82 
71 
14 
44 
44 
06 
27 
68 
19 
26 
05 
6t 
62 
88 

a5 

57 

05 
82 
47 
63 
31 
41 
86 



2 62 



28 66 

4 96 

209 

55 06 



7 43 



11 21 



88 00 



14 20 



190 16 



21 10 



20 00 



13 94 



40 68 



1 98 
185 48 

7 17 



32 50 



8 18,904 28|S727 13 



1888 



$ ^79 



1 23 



1,426 72 



1 05 
66 44 



8 62 



9 1,537 85 



For delinqnjent 
list of Real andlpQ^ 



personal 
perty. 



P«>- lion. 



Exonera- 



1887 



86 11 

86 82 



957 39 

38 55 

97 80 

143 40 

62 74 

271 60 

771 20 

216 93 

361 

220 »1 

15 40 

10 86 

1 54 

22 74 

147 24 

77 53 

1,945 32! 

46 29 

216 08 

365 42 

65 32 

88 01 

424 90 

38 75 

28 64 

31 79 

40 48 

9 13 

21 56 

202 88 

17 m 

5 78 

48 53 

62 77 

25 61 

80 18 

79 46 

179 27 

107 93 

155 16 



81 52 
108 99 
119 63 

55 38 
214 90 
622 48 
674 34 

94 ;-6 
357 00 
202 08 
352 07 

44 30 



$ 10.330 48 



1887 



1887 



1888 



40 8 78 
9i 36 

55^ 

19! 22 



1,165 



•••••••• •• •• 




766 47 



1 10.942 97 $ 4,995 30 



200 
71 32 

"ii'Ts 

3 16 
1 73 

4 12 

80 

27 28 

892 80 

14 

11 70 

4 43 

4 10 
1 71 



299 14 

14 83 

662 

14 00 

64 

91 3( 

346 86 



8 73 
23 66 

8 93 
20 90 



>••••••••••••• 



282 

864 

44 67 

10 39 

76 00 



••••••••a 



46 66 

25 

284 

18 46 

39 79 
14 71 
69 26 

397 
89 18 

40 63 
28 22 

75 

10 52 

6 02 

183 92 

125 04 

1,251 06 

^9 88 

8 3 965 as 
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TABLE K— Continued. 
Disbursements of the Building Fund. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

BooDe 

Braxton 

Brooke 

CabeU 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge.... 

Fayette 

"Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier... 
Hampshire.. 

HaDCOckM 

Hardy 

Harrison ...... 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha.... 

liewis 

Lincoln.. 

XiOgan 

Marion 

Marshall.*.... 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia.. 

Monroe 

Morgan 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

PendletoD.... 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas.. 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie. 

Roane 

Bummers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

tfpshur 

Wayne 

"Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheeling 

Martinsburg 

Total.... 



CHARGES ON BUILDING FUND FOR DELINQUENTS, Ao. 



For Delinquent 
list of real and 
personal property 



1887 



« 



96 43 
41 94 



890 42 

18 79 

80 19 

265 79 

39 29 

238 31 

647 19 

122 71 

533 

272 31 

9 78 

9 75 

60 

8 70 

151 25 

25 44 
1,960 77 

48 64 
210 ] 
257 75 

48 02 

59 30 
540 87 

11 57 

26 06 

27 74 

20 91 
27 24 

7 45 

114 37 

15 74 

39 67 

35 ] 

30 08 

35 77 

66 04 

82 84 

165 61 

147 54 

138 64 

17 65 

46 61 
12« 86 

47 36 
65 6o 

219 88 
675 54 
661 61 
130 70 
316 26 
120 68 

21 36 
44 30 



« 



1888 



25 92 

54 70 
125 94 
260 06 

8 78 

159 64 

213 26 

38 39 

142 18 
659 60 
113 91 

7 88 

288 04 

24 00 

554 

220 

12 98 

36 41 
27 71 

1,592 02 

32 51 

777 42 

295 97 

60 84 

43 86 

263 19 

5 98 

23 03 

69 76 

51 26 

864 

143 36 
328 81 

12 01 
350 

55 72 

13 85 

37 76 
82 40 

628 

431 79 

155 15 

151 23 

87 99 

48 43 

60 78 

73 35 

106 62 

122 10 

1,231 83 

376 48 

323 01 

458 21 

165 16 

159 23 

34 60 



For Exonerations. 



3 9,891 58 S 10,101 35 



1887 



9 12592 



10 74 

34 62 
7 51 
I 78 
1 35 

49 60 
5 94 
273 

58 10 
4 72 



4 44 


4 03 


05 


45 


1,124 04 








2 '94 


2 54 


69 86 


269 16 


34 23 


17 64 




2 81 




16 10 


3 96 


64 


61 02 


34 05 


59 07 


725 09 




10 90 



19 22 

9 78 

26 

19 50 



3 93 

2 91 

2 70 

10 48 



4 18 
19 49 

1 93 
904 
7 28 
9 63 

2 43 



39 62 

22 79 

15 20 

9 84 



60 40 

36 02 

138 93 



51 15 



3 2,069 34 



1888 



$ 63 17 



830 
2 25 
1 28 



73 

62 41 

901 89 



6 19 
3 54 



4 34 
19 95 

5 61 
11 87 



2 86 
1 44 

3 04 
6 69 



37 03 

29 

':'31 42 



1 
4 
5 



46 

72 



47 41 
4 19 
29 03 
22 49 
16 08 



8 71 
8 23 

191 30 
66 44 

769 88 



$ 3,433 49 



For Tuition of 
transferred pupils 



1887 



58 87 

114 00 

I 46 



87 93 
89 '<6 



47 60 



96 62 
84 31 



130 32 



18 00 
46 60 
10 28 



949 05 
56 22 



60 11 

2 00 



15 28 
81 28 



19 58 
"12*60 
'5987 



15 54 



6 66 
53 48 
23 92 



« 



1887 



69 66 
98U 18 



10 78 



3 81 
69 65 



69 91 

31 68 

68 91 

248 07 



40 21 
980 



191 30 
**22'T2 



44 23 
288 70 
119 68 



41 40 

127 94 

308 



90 70 



Totals for delin- 
quents, Ac 



« 



1 41 
27 22 



12 20 
30 43 
11 96 



30 82 
210 00 



41 
13 



10 
19 



1887 

155 80 
184 87 
1 46 
901 16 
141 34 

177 46 
287 57 

40 64 
335 
653 
222 06 

147 74 
277 03 
140 

11 

18 65 

1,179 34 

161 53 

31 3'* 

2,979 68 

139 09 

210 19 

257 75 

51 98 
180 43 
601 94 

11 57 

60 f6 
118 80 

21 17 

46 74 
7 45 

178 30 
18 65 
42 37 

45 62 
30 '8 
59 53 
85 53 
96 77 

164 65 
214 60 

148 27 
20 08 

46 61 
168 48 

70 15 

96 34 

229 72 

582 20 

675 49 

190 64 

455 19 

120 68 

72 51 

44 30 



$ 2,140 64 « 2,545 80 S 13,601 56 



« 



1888 



95 58 
798 05 
125 94 
279 13 

11 CS 
160 92 
218 26 

42 93 

264 24 

1,561 49 

183 82 

45 85 

360 49 

272 07 

9 57 

42 95 

22 78 

36 41 
221 55 

1,861 18 

72 27 

780 23 

312 07 

105 71 

366 61 

1,107 91 

16 88 

68 77 

217 65 

59 95 

20 51 

143 36 

422 37 

13 45 

654 

62 31 

13 85 

37 76 
119 43 

6 57 

464 62 

183 83 

155 95 

93 83 

95 84 

77 17 

132 81 

141 07 

138 18 

1,231 83 

3^ 19 

362 06 

859 51 

2 il 60 

929 11 

34 60 



8 16,0S0 64 



^'Estimated. 



tru schools. 



TABLE K.— Continued. 
Diaburaements of Building Ifvnd. 



COUNTIES. 



Total Amount DU- 



KBDSwtia... 

Ijewli. ...«. 



Idlnornl .. _. 
Monotiftalla 
Honroe. .-— 

Uore&Q 

HoI&w^L. . 
Nlabolaa. .., 

Ohio— . 

PeodletoD,. 



Futniun..,. 
KalelEb.... 
Buidulpb. 
Bltoble ^. 

Bammen.. ... 

Tucker „. 

XljHiliur.,...- 

■Webntar^'™ 

-WeUel 

Wirt. 

-Wood 

"WyomlDE'- 



TOTALS AND BALANCE OF BUILDINQ FDND, 



7.753 tW 
U.flJfl " 
ia,470,- 

3,411 IS 

6,410 31 

a.eie ue 



:ao.TS gj 1 4ifl.BaQ 

«Decie«e. t^et Inoreue. 



5,(r7SSa 



Balance in Treasary Ami 
atCloae o( Year. 



2,743 64 
1,148 83 
I,H74 42 



2,SlT«n 
I,4H40 
1,73)80 
4,aa5l6 
3,575 :f3 



1S4 7S 
14 » 
354 OS „ 
124 » „, 
US 74 



5,"31 7B 
1,76S»I 
1.052 HI ... 



U 40 23003 



1,671 IM 
1,774 73 
l,k^ 01 ... 



U 18 



aaoN 

153 06 
Bff7 0a 



358 IS 
185 01 

«ro 

ITS 28 
812 00 



tSa.'2a7at 110,708S8|j 1U,01U14I 5.438 74< 0,310*1 



KEPOBT OF OBSIFAL SUPEBHITIHOKKT. 



SheriiTs Settlemsnt of Teachers^ Fund for the Years ending 
June SOtk, 1887, and June 30th, 1888, compared. 



T Chaboed to Shbripf on 



r TBACHBsa' Fc«i 



BEU'boar 

Berkele;^. 

'CMhoon-... 
I)o3rtdg»".. 

oiiSeV!:."";' 

Oraot 

Oreenbrler. 
Sampblra. 
:HaDfvck ... 

Harrison;;;; 

JeclcnoD 

JeObmiii 

Kanawtub.. 
LawlB 

HnrloD 

MHTHhall _. 

Moroer. .', 

Uln«ral 

Monongalli 



NlcholBH 

Ohio „...„,™. 

Pendteinn ._....„... 

PlanflEiDts, 

PocithoutaH.-M — -.. 

RalpJ gh ,"!"!" !'.™i! . 

Ran dolph.., 

HJtohle 

Bummen.,.. 

miah or„ . J .- 

Iftyoe 

"WftKel_Zl'..'.'.'.r.; 

Wood!"".'"."™"'"" 

Wyoming 

WbeelinK City 

Uarilnsbarg City. 

Total —. 



810 77 I 1^ 81 
="^"' 1,6.7 83 

912 14 
£1^37 
3,745 g4 



8,789 '2 
4,797 35 
2,121 44 



481 B9 
6tM 47 
[}T4 U3 



LSHaae 

4.tU7 9i 
1,546 34 



13Si08 
1.748 iS 



7.1UU 19 
iXfl 14 
7,78U»I 



3.8)12 S^ 

3.0TRS4 
21,7()lta» 
2,4£i7e 



B,GffiTl 
10,144 5S 
2,024 48 



341.670 64 1 881,477 42 1 889,238 80 
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TABLE Ii— Continued. 

Sheriff^s Settlement of Teachers^ Fund for the Years Ending 
June SO^ 1887^ and June 30^ 1888^ Compared. 





AXOUNT CJIARGSD TO SHERIFFS ON ACCOUNT OF TEACHERS' FUNB. 


OOUNTIEa 


To Railroad Tax 


To Redemption of 
Delinquent lands. 


To Net Proceeds 
of Sale of Delin- 
quent Lands. 


To Tuition of 
Pay PupiiB. 




1887 


1888 


1887 


1888 


1887 


1888 


1887 




'Ro.rhniir * 


$ 831 8S 
463 75 


1 202 72 

609 96 


% 


% 


V «••.«••••••• 


s 


$63 40 

264 67 

200 

680 


• 


Berkeley^ 

Tloonp ....... 








67 20 


866 


100 72 




16 67 

l(i5 12 

21 64 




BrAxton 






4 00 


Brooke. 


1,186 94 
60157 


793 45 
l,'85e2 












215 

M 97 
8U8 63 

'is'eo 






167 96 


14 50 


Ofldlioiiii ........... 


62 26 

83 86 
13 07 

84 67 




180 49 

153 81 

66 78 

'209*26 




<;;iay.. 












Doddridge 

Favette 


780 74 
2,632 24 


622 90 
8,094 76 


121 84 


11 95 
262 
1 70 
1 00 
200 


18 50 


Gilmer 


5 70 


"Grant 

Greenbrier...... 

Hampshire 

TTATinock.. ...... 


143 81 

Mi 23 

758 63 

29 55 


143 30 

765 71 

996 62 

60 71 














3 00 










166 06 










6 17 
845 

8 73 




Hardv . . 




132 66 

256 18 

19 41- 

2 72 

24 

1,596 85 

1,012 98 




4 08 


1 50 


Hflrrition 


857 18 

917"46 

1399 04 
149 90 


704 02 

* ijivr^ 

3,471 86 
131 36 


^'52 


127**57 

**"l*803 04 




Jfic^kHon.. .... 


19*90 


.TefferBon. 


35 

8 57 

82 39 

5195 

222 96 

(>4 20 

:«70 

271 38 

5"i8 




Kanawha 

Tiewis 


154 13 

18 00 

1 00 

•••••••••••••a 


99 CO 


Lincoln 


242 87 
443 46 


&4 30 


1 00 


Tjoean 








Marion . 


m 04 

6,278 11 
254 73 
781 87 

2,112 14 


1,417 96 

1,753 91 

85 14 

725 69 

1,868 52 

143 81 

6} 17 

738 24 






M^Rrshall 




74 60 




70 
300 

946 
49 60 


179 00 


Mason 








Mercer 




1482 






Mineral 


1 00 


Mononsralia ... 






71 48 


Monroe 


80 07 
1,556 30 










46 67 


Morfiran 










20 08 
880 


68 00 


McDowell 


97* 9;) 

128 74 


*333'26 


286 31 


T5606 




Nicholas 






1 10 


Ohio 


532 64 
*260 78 


595 72 
210"84 






Pendleton 




1 50 




6 31 
25 96 


'2*00 

40 

■ "22*06 


2 15 


Pleanants 


64 




Pocahontas 








Pr**ston 


1,091 19 
817 OJi 


1,516 iYl 
1,994 35 




45 00 


Putnam 










4 00 


Raleigh 




215 21 


1 00 


29 07 

802 68 

108 78 

12 6i 

1122 

8 a") 

4 59 

37 21 

26 07 

"m'lb 

*il06li 






Raiidolnh 












Ritchie 


966 38 


1,164 74 




525 66 
145 ()8 
150 97 




10 25 




Roane 








Summers 


844 46 
1,394 14 
419 74 
22i 82 
61 34 
221 81 


1,191 23 

1,274 02 

285 22 

293 46 

66 37 

179 27 




••••• ••••••••■ 


50 


Taylor 




60 62 

3'40 

65 46 
800 


1 00 


Tucker 


180 97 


69 21 






Tyler 






Upshur 


359 74 
1,104 00 


468 


2 81 
6 25 


17 08 


Wayne 

"Webster 




1,627 07 




"Wetzel 


769 44 


GOO 62 


228 57 


••••••••*••••• • 




IVirt 


195 81 




18 24 


"Wood 


1,361 44 


2,099 99 




160 00 


20 34 


"Wyomlne 


178 70 


• 








Wheeling City 
Mart'b»g City.. 








704 45 


706 52 
S82,740 84 






86 00 
11,189 80 


92 60 














Total 


1 81,623 64 


$ 4,268 It 


3 6,722 98 


S 2,412 22!$ 2,483 12 


» 939 57 
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TABLE L— Continued. 

SAeri^^a Setttlement of Teachers' Fund for the Yeav''a Ending 
June SO, 1887^ and June 30, 1888, Compared- 





'--'■"— SS 


•laEKIF 


.,„„. 


_„„ 


L-OONTIES. 


BoBrf of ^E? 


allX 


r'-ioo'JS^ 


Total Am'nt Charged 
loSherlQ-OD ac'unt 
of Teachers' Fiimi. 




im 


im 


im 


1888 


iW? 


lass 


Barbonr. „.„ 






9 fiaoo 


1 115 H 


as 


1 8.630 M 

«!! 

12,rffiZ7 
14.107 Id 






6178 
14 411 






im^ 

2BBO0 
l,!ffl^<J 

185 51 


CalhOQn . . 




SsE;:.,, 




SMBtl 





Greenbrier.... 
Ha'psh- 



Sards .-■'.'.'.'.. '.'.'Z . 

Harrlaon i . .■ 


l^t 


ii,U2» s: 

7^110 K 
8.7SS 18 

12,(173 s; 

III 

lo^oaa 7* 

11.18S79 

sss 

17,479 94 

ll.tCS 85 
1S.57H 50 
20.535 01 

iilosa 7! 

«.337 64 
V16B2 


"ffig 

1'-I150 3« 
Ji,5»3 21 


Kaonwhi 

SS,;:-:;::: ■: 


■■ 1 Is 


MB 75 


imiTV 










'IE 








10 4t 














361 33 






mS^;::::;.::,: . . ■ ■:" 

MoDowei] 

gJt'^.:;:::;::: 








15.252 » 

m 


63( 

iil 










-i:;*.*;*. 




ss 






- 






as 


ass 








gll^e^eh-- 


57 28 


Si' 




■as 

'PI 

"i^so'm 

IfllM 






11 

li 

63 71 
8,l»a) 


!SS 






'fflS. 










"SlSS 












^J^i^'Sfc-;-:::::.:::::::::; . 


5«!8 










17 « 




7,781 87 










TotnL 




^ 1-172 


t M4S50 


tllJfillS 


1 UejM2S 


1 8S2.T2T6S. 



VREB SCHOOLS. 



TABLE h.—Contimied. 



SheriiPg Settlement of Teachers' Fund for the Years ending June 
SOth, 1887 y and June SOih, 1888. 





Ajuount Chaboed t 


SoBBiFFS oil AcCt of Tbacheib' Fnnn, 


COUNTIES. 


By oidera prraeiite<1. 
eiimluedBDdcau- 
ceilcd. dnu-d on and 


eiHininfd aad caD~ 
celled, dated oa and 


By laterest paid oa 
orders where pay- 
ment had beeu&. 
layed beoause "no- 
funds" applicable. 




18ST 


1888 


US7 


1888 


18S7 


IBST 


BMbour ..._ 

Serkaler ....,_ „. 


1 e.ss.i «s 

,SS8 

IM.hft! 10 

3.1M i* 
«,71B 21 

7,Ki2M 


* 7.87a 8fl 
10.0IM w 

b^ia sii. 

1 ^i 7. 

ion Nl 
20,810)8 

18,833 ai 


' 11 

160 00 


t m oj 


S. 


1 «>U0 


810 SB 








282 














[7 Off 

aaos! 

11 
is 

3,e03» 

1,024 tf; 


38 65 
134 




Oaih'.'Qu „_ 


:,61:i B6 








































H«rdy 


785 03 

il 

1.11 
























1 ..-.i .._ 11 ..■ 11^ 


















liOena 


















3S4 0I 
521 11 








13|(J7U74 

ii!,0Sf6a 
e,iv5on 

S5 

II i 

81778 7i 

|ffiS 

kCmku 

si 
■as 


11 

8.74SaU 
lH,(IUa 48 
U,-A>4 0< 
l;^D2l 1; 

4:515 4i 

nil 

H,UbSUU 
















M^E^'iiT 






■■■ ^-gi 

328 (H 

902 71 
53U0u 

IS 

:254 5i 

ii 


288 00 
l,S»llb 




























aci7 0u 

383 61 

B 

98 83 

''ti^ 

2.018 D6 
2aia7B 






























gffife?::;— ■■■■ 




































i'B8 


























mik 












^aSm,.-::::. 


6M00 










V«rkor.Lurg City 






,: 








d.ffl!8 0l 
g 694,483 It 


7,»8M 






Totali. 


rtBLoaoTs 


I 42,000 53 


t 87,288 58 


1 76 68 


1 mm 
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TABLE l^Continued. 

SheriiPs Settlement of Teachers^ Fund for the Years Ending 
June SO^ 1887^ and June SO^ 1888 ^ Compared. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone : .... 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhouu 

Clay 

Df ddrldge 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier 

Hampshire 

Hancock ......... 

Hardy 

Harrison 

JacRPon 

Jeffcrs^^n 

Kanawba 

Lewi-* 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Marion 

MHrshal) 

Mason 

Mercpr 

Mineral 

Monongalia..... 

Monroe 

Morgan 

McDowell. 

Nicholas 
Ohio . .... 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

'Puti-am 

Raleigh 

Handolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tvler 

Upshur 

"Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheeling City... 
% Mart'burg City.. 



• • • •••••! 



Totals. 

18 



AMOITNT CHARGED TO SHEBIFF ON ACCOUNT OF TBACHRS' FUND. 



By Dellnq u e n t 
List of Heal and 
Personal Property 



1887 



86 11 
70 10 



993 06 

33 36 

167 34 

109 26 

52 74 

272 26 

745 6^ 

216 93 

3 54 

220 84 

15 40 

10 86 

1 54 

27 92 

142 82 

77 53 

1,945 32 

46 29 
216 08 
365 44 

65 32 

93 9i 
453 02 

47 92 
37 15 
49 90 
40 48 

9 13 

21 5h 

410 02 

17 

5 

48 53 
62 77 

25 e.1 

86 51 

182 45 

178 92 

105 87 

155 15 

18 00 

hi 52 

108 96 

a^63 

55 38 

344 78 

522 48 

682 80 

94 37 
357 00 
202 08 



06 
74 



44 30 



$10,512 76 



By Sheriff's 
Commissions at 
Five per cent, on 
Net Levy Includ- 
ing Railroad Tax. 



1888 

20 11 

43 9:^ 
175 55 
322 19 

13 14 
212 37 
109 39 

36 90 

65 53 
542 12 

82 04 

9 59 

34rt 73 

49 75 

6 65 
4 78 

38 62 

1 78 

67 45 

2,439 94 

27 93 

Qo7 63 

64 38 

65 51 
77 61 

2:)7 1« 

4 70 

27 18 

71 17 

65 31 

7 62 
247 22 
443 95 

20 03 

6 19 

29 28 

56 16 

67 46 

85 04 

550 

505 08 

130 09 

151 82 

19 56 

93 42 

48 14 

96 76 

71 80 

137 31 

1,698 16 

430 83 

77 63 

404 86 

223 17 



34 60 



f 10,898 34 



1887 



206 77 
485 9i 
105 54 
179 27 
481 37 
326 86 

92 28 

84 55 
286 42 
582 <8 
176 76 
138 05 
555 37 
3M0 19 
290 21 
179 49 
478 32 
475 61 
442 94 
1,023 03 
413 74 
J 80 54 
212 55 
441 91 
815 34 
782 86 
173 22 
462 10 
394 64 
455 91 
318 75 

56 54 
124 50 
393 03 
137 2^ 
169 49 
155 69 
320 22 

91 79 
240 85 
202 83 
393 88 
286 03 

82 17 
427 50 
119 64 
254 96 
239 52 
412 71 

78 20 
Sm 27 
249 89 
998 94 

74 51 



238 93 



$17,773 47 



$ 



39 
12 



1888 

222 24 
517 85 

89 
221 
410 
488 40 
103 21 

90 28 
162 92 
6l2 83 
184 
209 47 
569 m 
380 97 
257 11 

179 99 
627 30 
450 22 
493 59 

1,301 47 
340 52 
103 04 
120 3* 
473 
697 00 
am 49 

123 02 
S!)2 94 
337 
34S 
173 15 

48 16 
180 
4:^ 82 
108 71 

124 14 
132 44 
428 67 
275 06 
202 27 

180 68 
444 19 
263 26 
214 05 
425 68 
110 62 
283 88 
249 60 
352 01 
103 57 
321 36 
168 37 

1,044 63 
128 31 



•3 
17 



241 73 



$17,848 35 $ 1,537 04 



$ 



By Exoner- 
ations. 



1887 



5 00 
53 71 



22 34 
11 55 
17 78 
16 65 
2 32 
75 04 
35 32 
19 43 



74 
68 



17 04 

11 

1 50 



a 85 

153 44 

37 12 



1 57 
111 3 • 
165 43 



■;0 08 
25 08 

77 
7 86 



7 25 

111 28 

5 40 

12 74 



9 84 
17 20 

11 95 
13 29 

7 34 

12 43 
229 



29 22 
69 >5 
40 48 
10 4U 


1 90 

33 43 

273 04 



1888 



By Balance 
Due Sheriff on 
Last Year's Set- 
tlement. 



7L 32 
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TABLE L.— Continued. 
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TABLE M. 
Rates of Salaries Paid Teachers 
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TABLE N. 

^ Showing the Apportionment of the Slate School Fund for the 
School Year Commencing July 1st, 18-iG and Ending June SOth 
1887. The Enumeration of Youth for ike Same Tear and the 
Amount Paid as Salaries to County Svperintendents. 
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TABLE N.—Contintied. 

Showing the Aj>portionment of the State School Fttnd for the 
Year Commencing July 1st, 1887, and Ending June 30th, 1888. 
The Enumeration of Youth for the same year and the Amount 
paid as Salaries to County Superintendents. 
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TABLE 0. 
Coat of Education per Cc^ita per lerm. 
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TABLE Q. 
Description of Invested School Fund. 



stock In First National Bank, Fairmont, W. Va % 50,000 00 

Stock in Parkersburg National Bank 40,000 00 

Stock in National Bank or West Virginia at Wlieeling 30,0u0 00--« 120,000 03 

U. 8. Registered Union Pacijic Riilroal Bond s. 

No. 2037, dated August 2, 1886, interest from July 10, 186fJ « 1,000 00 

No. 2038, dated August 2, 1866. interest from July 10, 18(56 1,000 00 

No. 20:», dated August 2, 18*«J, interest from Ju y 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2040, dated August 2, Ism, interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No, 2011, dated August 2, 1866. interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2012, dated August 2, I8(>6, interest fr >m July 10, 1866 l.OOO 00 

No. 204.3, dated August 2, 1866, interest from July 10, 1^66 1,000 00 

No. 2«)44, dated August 2, i866 interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2045, dated August 2, 1866, interest from July lo, 1866 1 000 00 

No. 2046, dated August 2, 18()6, interest from July 10, 1866 1,00) 00 

No. 2047, dated August 2, 1866. interest from July 10, 1803 1,001 00 

No. 2200, dated January 22, 186S, int-'rest from January 1, 1868 l,i 00 00 

No. 30, dated January 22, 1868, interest from January 1, 18()8 5.000 00 

No. 251, dated January 22, 18(W, Interest from January 1, 1868 10,000 00 

No. 2.52, dated Janu9ry 2i, 1868, interest from January 1, 1868 10,0J0 00—3 37,000 00 

U. S. Register d Union Pacijic Railroad Bonds. 

No. 1982, dated January 21, 1869, interest from January 1, I860 $ 10,000 00 

No. 1525. dated January 21, 1869 interest from January 1, 1869 5,00) 00 

No. 23n, dated March 13, 1869, interest from February 10, 1859 10,000 00 

No. 236, dated March 13, 1889, interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 00 

No. 37.39, dated October 27, 1873, interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00 

No. 3759, dated November 7, 1873, interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00—$ 55,000 00' 

Wheeling City Bonds, Four and one-half per cent — Interest Payable 

Annually on I^oveniber 1. 

560 bonds, dated Nov. 1st, l«8l, (nos. 31 to 490 inclusive, $100 each)? 56,000 00 

21 bonds, dated Nov. 1st, 1881, (Nos 830 to 850 inclusive, « 00 each). 21,000 00 

46 bonds, dated Nov. 1st, 18S1, (Nos. 751 to 796 inclusive, 35J0 each). 23,000 00— # 100,000 00 

Barbour County Bonds, Six percent. — Interest Payable Annually 

January 1. 

50 bonds, dated Nov. 1, 1882, (Nos. 1 to 20 Inclusive) 81,000 each $ 50,009 00 

Bonds of Independent School District of Charleston, Six per cent, — 
Intersst payable Annually Oct,2\, Apr. 10 and Aug. 6 

20 bonds, dated October 24, 18S7, (Nos. 1 to 20 inclusive) $500 each .....3 10,000 00 

100 bonds, d-tted August 6, 188S. (Nos. 41 to i40 Inclusive) «100 each. 10,000 00 

20 bonds, dated April 10, 1888, (Nos. 21 to 40 inclusive) 8500 each 10,000 oO— $ 80,000 00 

Bonds of Ripley District, Jackson County, Six per cent, — Interest 

Payable Annually July 1. 

50 bonds, dated|July 1 1887, (Nos. 101 to 150 Inclusive) SlOO each S 5,000 00 

49 bo ids, dated July 1, 18">7, (Nos. 152 to 200 inclusive) 8100 each 4,5;OD 00 

1 bond, dated July 1, 1887, (No 99) $.00 each 100 00—$ 10,000 00 

Grafton District, Taylor County^ Bonds, Six per cent, — Interest Pay- 
able Annually on January 1. 

20 bonds, dated October 23, 1882, (Nos. 1 to 20 Inclusive) $1,000 each ... — $ 2C»0)0 CO 

Bonds of the Sate of West Virginia. 

Dated October 29, 1873, bearing interest from October 29, 1873 $ 16,970 00 

Dated August 10, 1876 85,000 00 

Dated September 28, 1870, bearing interest from Sept. 28, 1876 11,100 00 

Dated June 13, 1877 15,.541 48 

Dated April 10, 1885 34,000 CO 

Dated June 9, 1886 18,000 00—$ 130,51148 

Temporary loan to the State for Hospital for Insane 49,<K)0 00 

Balance In Treasury uninvested, September 30th, 188S 4,950 60 

Total amount of School Fund October 1, 18S8 $ 606,482 08 
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TABLES OF COMPARATIVE SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
I. 

The followiog statistic show the comparative progress in some of the 
more important details of the Free Schools since the formatioa of the State 
(except 1864, for which year no report lias been found.) The following 
tables up to 1875 are taken from 8 u pterin ten dent Syrne's report for 187<t-l. 
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IL 
School Population. — Attendance and Length of School Term. 
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TABLE M. 

Eatet of Salaries Paid Teachers 



















cording to <iraile of Certlflcate. 


RATE DF TAXAT 


ON. 








































OOUNTIES. 


P 




l! 


1° 


R 


I't 


'"'fund. 


For Bulldine 
Fund. 




SMI' 


1988 


1B»7 


IWB 


1887 


im 


1867 


1888 


1HK7 


IS8B 




*l^^ 


Iffi^l 


Ills 


t IS 
23 1-* 


' ? 


! 2! 


1 IB 














SJS 


S 


SS! 


«|« 


M f| 


22 












































































3SM 


?'i!^ 




'lli« 


'Sf: 


•a 


S 


3ft 












ss 


SS 




littfl 


t:» 




!U 


1*3-5 






























sr 




37a 

21S!S 


■|S'« 


SS 


IB 




es-i 


































?,l 













81 


"?K 


























































































































































































































































^^h^^m ■;..:: 






















25 OU 


Sir. 


g:i 










UI 


J,A 


23 






























11 W 


25 SS 




2HUII 


IRIO 
iHOU 


wa 




2 


,U 


































?:^ 


2B Vi 






!JS 






g 
































HIM 






^tHI 


SS 


SS 




al 












1(7 81 


K 


ii; 




1S(K 


!?? 




!H 


37 














^10 


27 SO 












«! 








S. 










































« 




22 UU 
27 VO 




18 01) 
21 00 






g 


i 
















































































jsiiu 






















r25 56 








Totals 


S3162 


833 Oft 


!25 J7 


(TOST 


SOT 2 


S ft 2tl 


5 «. 


t 22 


t 013 



<flal*ry of Bupcrlnteiuleut. 



FREE BCHOOU. 



TABLE N. 

^ Showing t?-e Apportionment cf the State School Fund for the 
School Year Commencing July J-si, iSS'i and Ending June SOth 
1887. The Enumeratinn of Youth for the Same Y^ar and the 
Amount Paid as Salaries to County Svperintendents- 
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BBPOET OF QENEBAL SITPKRIBTEHDENT, 14o 

TABLE N.— Continued. 

Showing the Apportionment of the State School Fund for the 
Teat Commencing Jv-ly ^h iSSl, and Ending June SOth, 1888. 
The Enumeration of Youth for the same year and the Amount 
paid as Salaries to County Superintendents. 
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VBXB SCHOOLS, 

TABLE O. 
Cost of Education, per Capitaper 7erm. 
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TABLE p. 
Jieal and Personal Property and Account of Fees for Examina- 
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FBEE SCHOOLS. 

TABLE Q. 
Description of Invested School Fund. 



stock In First National Bank. FBirmont, W. Va. _ J 50,000 00 

Btnck In PinTierobiire Nfttlonal Bank. ...._ ™ *).<MW 00 

BtocK In National Bank of Wtst VlrglnlB at WneellDK- ^- SU.OjO 00-S 120,000 03 

U. S. Regisln-ed Union ftoei/lc ffliifranl Han-1». 

No. 2037, datPd AoEiiil 2. !>«!, in 
No. 2U3K, dated Atiicust ::, liyM. is 

No. 20.% dated August 2, W«,U _ _ 

No. 20U>, dated ADeuBt3,184>). IntertiBtrroia Ju];I0.1«». — 1,000 00 

No. awl, dated Ansnit 3, ma. Interest Trom July 10, IMS. iflOO 00 

No. 2UKt, dated AQKn-ti, inui, IntureBt 'run Juiy 10, KMtl. I.IX) W 

No.a>t.% dated Auguxti Itr.. Interest from July Irt, IWfl 1,000 00 

No. a>M. dated \ , ■ ,iitere-ttrr.m July 10. IHBK 1,0M) 00 

No-aw^daWd ■ ..iieresHrom July lii,lMW 1 000 CO 

Ho.20Hi, datPiI tcrcst from July li>, 1M«J l.OOi OO 

No.aH7, dati^d iteresHroin July 10, 1(W6.. 1,00100 

No. 2200, dattO . liiL-'reKl from January 1. IS&I l.iOOOO 

Wo. 80, datsd I .... . tolerest from January I. W» 5.000 00 

No. 251, dated .hir.inrv -'j, isiix, inloreaCfrom Jauuary 1, 1K08 IW.OUO 00 

Mo. 2.51, dated Jaijii,ryiij,laLif;,luture3tfromJanuar/l,lijKI. lo.OJO 0O~$ 37,000 00 

U.S. Register d Uatua Patlijlc Batlroad Bonds. 



. 235, dated March 13, litilO. Interest from Februarr 10, l»lh>..... 10,000 DIJ 

»o. 236, dated March 13, 18f», Interest from February li>. 18S0. 10,000 00 

No. 37.W, dated October 27, 1873, lot»re«t from July 1, 1S7.S 10,000 00 

No. 3750, datedNovemb;i7, 1873, Interest from July 1,1873. _.. lO.OOJ 00-| 5),«K) 00" 

■fffteeliiiD CUy Bond), Four and one-hitlf per cent — /nte/'ei( Payable 
AanuaUff OH Aotember i, 

600 bonds, dated Nov. 1st. 1>H1, (No9. 31 to 4fl0 Incluolre, SlOO each)! ."iO.OOa 00 
21 bonds, dated Nov. 1st, liHl, (N'os 830 to 860 Inclusive, t 00 eacu). 2l,00l> 00 
46 bonds, dated Nov. 1st, ISJl, (No3. 751 to 7t><i Inclusive, «5j0 eacb). 23.000 00— f 100,000 00 

BarboaT Oounl]/ Bonds, SU per cenl.—IiUereit Pai/aMe Anniuilly 
3a„Miry 1. 

l)UboDds,datedNav.l,18S2,|No>i.l toaoincluslve) (l,000eaeli S 50,009 00 



)o2ainclaBive)t500cach,....g 10,000 00 

, „_ ..to HO inclusive) 1100 eacb. JO.OOO 00 

d8, dated April 10, 18M, (Nos. 21 to 40 inclusive) laOO each.... lO.OOu «0-J J0,00; 



Bond! 0/ Ripiey Dittrd 



dally July 
latedlJuly 
fbondTdatud July 1,T8S7, '(>Jo Si) S' 



s. diited Jnly 1. IHiT.IN'OH, 152 to20U tnclUBlvc) SlOO eacb,... 
dated July 1, 18S7, (No Bir ■ ■- 



Silbondi, dated Octobers!, 1812,1^08. lto201nclualve)Sl,000 each... ■-) 

Bondx of the Sate K/ WtM Virginia. 

Dated October 20. 187:1, bearlDg Interest from October 2ft, 1S73 _S 10.070 00 

Dateil Anaust 10. 1870 _ _ Oi.OOJ 00 

Dated H'^ptember 2(t, IB7U, bearlDS Interest Irom Sept. 28. 1876 IM-UU 00 

Dated Juue 13, 1S77 _ 15,511 48 

Dated April 10, IS*") __ _ Mt.OOO tO 

Dated JuaeO, 1880 18,000 OO— S 

Temporary loan to tbe State for Hospital tor Inaane .~....— 

Balance In Treasury uninvested, geptemb3raOth,l(ftll. 



Total amount of School Fund October 1. 
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TABLES OF COMPAEATIVE SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
I. 

The following statlatira show the comparative progress in some of the 
more Important details of the Free Schools since the formation of the State 
(except 1864, for which yeamo report haa been found.) The following 
tables up to 1875 are taken from 8 J pterin ten dent Byrne's report for 187 i-f. 



TIIEBT 


MEttRO 


F sn.no 


LROC^ 


:s. 




THES 


CTMRKH 


OK SOH 


onia. 


YEAR. 


Frame. 


StODB. 


Brick. 


Las- 


No"* 


High. 


»-" 


^ — 


Total. 


s~ -. 


Si, 

Km 

1,153 

am 
8.aii 


1 


s 

1 


1 

SO; 

i;iS 

:i 
1 
;s 

as; 


1 
is 

1 

7M 

:| 

4,489 


5 


ai 


i 

2.7S4 

1 
1 


SSI 


B:==:r= 


2 


i 
1 

« 

1 
i 






1 


f!S 


873 .„__ 






gS 


4^ 






fore 


^ ....„„_. 






1^ ......™._. 


:-:::::: 






is:::::::::::::::::::v::: 







iScAofj^ Population. — Attendance and Length of School Term. 
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FBKB SCHOOLS. 
III. 

Vahte of School Souses^' Current Expenses, <&a. 



v...„. 


< 1 n 

II 1 HI 
?i ' m 


111 


1 












3K,i.4ii Binjo m 9c,..",i (» 










. ■..':: LTi ii:.i . i ■■ ■..■•.i i«i 37 SB- 








iHi :;rr::;:i::::::::;:",::;::rn:::r::-: ~::~: 




vm ..^~~ — — -.. 


i. ': ■:.. SS 










im...— ...~.... 


1. K18S 


&EEEr:^E77=:'::- 


i£;rii: ;"},;;: Mz: 11 
Sii iiii iii si 




iSg:=::::::;;:..:::::.::.:.: 







isl dUbnrunaenU of btil 1(11 mr fund. ino. 1'h. 

IV. 

TAe General School Fund — And the School Fund. 
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TABLE V. 

iShowivg the Enumeration ef Youth, Enrollment and Average 
Daily Attendance from 1865 to 1888 Inclusive. 
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Showing the cost per capita and total cost of Education from 1865 
to 1888 inclusive. 
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TREK BOHOUia. 

VII. 



Average Looal Levy for School and Building purposes from 1865 
to i888 inclusive. 
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